Regular Meeting
City Council
September 14, 2020
5:30 PM – Senior Center and Via Zoom Virtual 
 
Due to the COVID 19 restrictions this meeting was held at the Senior Center to allow for Social Distancing and Zoom Virtual Meeting option was also available.  

Mayor Thorpe called the regular monthly meeting to order at 5:35 PM with Council members in attendance:  Flaherty, Crabtree, Wadholm, Meidinger, Bauer and Denison attended via ZOOM Virtual option and later attended in person.  

Absent: None

City Employees present were:  Police Chief Knutson, Attorney Kelly and Auditor Middlestead.

Others attending: Ken Smith, Dickey County Leader was present; Wade Senger, Interstate Engineering via ZOOM; Sheriff Estes; K. Riggan.
  
Wade Senger, Interstate Engineering, was present to report on the proposed sewer and street improvement project.  Pipe Detectives should be in town this week to finish televising.  USDA application has been completed, just waiting for last blocks to be televised.  The changes to the street project that were discussed last month have been adjusted.  Sewer and street project costs and debt repayment were discussed.  The sewer project estimated cost of $3.3 million funded through USDA RD as a 55% loan/45% grant could be amortized over 20 years at an interest rate of 1.625%; an estimated annual payment of $127,000.  Street projects have no grant funding available, estimated cost of $2.2 million amortization period of 7 years; interest rate of 3.5%; estimated annual payment of $362,000.

Motion by Denison, second by Flaherty, to have Interstate Engineering continue to move forward with only the sewer project. Roll call vote: Crabtree – Yes; Flaherty – Yes; Wadholm – No; Meidinger – Yes; Bauer – Yes; Denison – Yes.  Motion approved.

Wade discussed the request from NDDOT to connect to the city sanitary sewer. A lift station and forced main would need to be installed.  I.E. will draft a connection/user agreement and Attorney Kelly will review.  

Police Chief Knutson was present to report on the police log activity for the month of August.  
Chief Knutson reported on the discussion with the Ellendale Public School to provide traffic controls/safety around the school property. EPS agreed to help with funding.  Motion by Meidinger, second by Flaherty, to approve no parking on the southside of 2nd St N between the Catholic church and School during school hours and school functions; 15 MPH signage; paint stop stencils.  Roll call vote: Crabtree – Yes; Flaherty – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Bauer – Yes; Denison – Yes.  Motion approved.

The tactical vests have arrived, some accessory pouches are not here yet.  The American Legion graciously donated $1,500 towards the vests, and since there are some available monies, Chief Knutson requested upgrading the rifle that Officer Van Zee has available to him.   Further details will be gotten for next meeting.

Matt Rongen is now present.

2021 Final Budget:  Motion by Flaherty, second by Wadholm, to approve 2021 general fund budget of $215,520 equal to 96 mills; reducing from the 100 mills approved at the preliminary budget hearing.  Motion by Denison to amend the motion to approve and remain at 100 mills, motion died due to lack of second. Due to the lack of second motion remained at 96 mills.  Roll call vote: Crabtree – Yes; Flaherty – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Bauer – Yes; Denison – No.  Motion approved.

Nazarene Church:  Pastor Riggan was present to request the use of Main Street east of Hwy 281 on Saturday, October 31, 2020, from 4:30-7:00 PM to hold a Trunk and Treat event.  Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the use of Main Street east of Hwy 281 on Saturday October 31, 2020, from 4:30-7:00 PM to hold a Trunk and Treat event, contingent on event permit completed. Roll call vote: Crabtree – Yes; Flaherty – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Bauer – Yes; Denison – Yes.  Motion approved.

Agenda additions: DMV signage.

Minutes: Motion by Meidinger, second by Crabtree, to approve the minutes of the regular council meeting on August 10, 2020, Special meeting August 31, 2020, and September 2, 2020.  Roll call vote: all members, aye.  

Operating statement:  Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve the August operating statement as presented.  Roll call vote: all members, aye. Motion approved. 

Bills:   Motion by Meidinger, second by Denison, to approve the bills as presented.  Roll call vote: all members, aye.  Motion approved.

 Delinquent accounts: The Bakery, T. Browning, J. Eggers, R. Gosvener, L. Hagen, M. Masset, 
C. Pederson, D. Pflager, Farmers Tractor Parts, Rithmiller Accounting, T. Spitzer,  D. Schagunn, 
B. Taylor, D. Tressel, H. Wagner.    

Building Permits:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Flaherty, to approve the building permit for
[bookmark: _Hlk38288398][bookmark: _Hlk45642545][bookmark: _Hlk51253121]M. & K. Rongen for egress windows, replace deck, install fence at 301 5th ST N pending signed variance from neighbor J. Elliot and approve fence adjacent to city drainage property to be at least 2 feet from property line; to approve permit for T. Strand for fence at 217 5th St N;  to approve permit for R. Anderson to reroof house and garage at 409 3rd St N; to approve permit for Shane Peterson to reroof house with steel at 517 3rd St N; to approve permit for T. & L. Steinwand to replace skirting, front steps and decking on back deck at 319 8th St N; to approve permit for Evergreen Place to remove an interior wall and add 2 windows at 241 Main St; to approve permit for Rose City Sign Co/Ampride to replace Ampride sign with Subway at 113 1st Ave N; to approve permit for J. & L. Geller-Cooper to replace porch roof at 509  1st ST S.  Roll call vote: Crabtree – Yes; Flaherty – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Bauer – Yes; Denison – Yes.  Motion approved.

Discussed road conditions around Agrimax.  

Curbside alcohol/online purchase:  Attorney Kelly informed the Council this type of sale transaction for alcohol is not permissible under the current City Ordinance per alcohol license.  

Raffle Permits:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Denison, to approve the raffle permits for Ellendale Area Community Foundation and Ellendale Post Prom.  Roll call vote: all members, aye.  Motion approved.  

Public Works Report:  On September 14, 2020, Todd Flynn resigned from his position for the City.  He was not present but completed a report on the activities in August. A job advertisement will be completed within the next week.  Discussed drainage on 5th St S near ballfield.  

[bookmark: _Hlk51317487]HWY fund:  Discussed a restructure of sales tax funds distribution to help fund the highway fund since state funds have decreased.  The Committee suggested a new distribution structure as follows:  35% to Capital Improvement; 30% to JDA and 35% to Hwy Fund.   Motion by Wadholm, second by Bauer, to approve a transfer of $50,000 from JDA funds and the balance to come from Capital Improvement fund to get the HWY fund solvent contingent per attorney’s findings of JDA agreement; and redistribution of sale tax percentage as follows: 35% to Capital Improvement; 30% to JDA and 35% to Hwy Fund effective January 1, 2021, per ordinance amendment.  Roll call vote: Crabtree – Yes; Flaherty – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Bauer – Yes; Denison – Yes.  Motion approved.

Ag Use Permit/Dangerous Dog/Other Animal Permits:  Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve the continuation of #5 & 6 in the Small Animal Permit and Housing Recommendations due to safety and health standards.  Roll call vote: Crabtree – Yes; Flaherty – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Bauer – No; Denison – Abstain.  Motion approved.  Motion by Meidinger, second by Crabtree, to approve the suggested minimums of structure sizes in #7 & 8 in the Small Animal Permit and Housing Recommendations but remove the suggested maximum sizes. 
Roll call vote: Crabtree – Yes; Flaherty – No; Wadholm – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Bauer – No; Denison – Yes.  Motion approved.

JDA Building Rental (321 9th St. N.):  Sheriff Estes was present via ZOOM to discuss the rental of the JDA building; and because of the remodeling of the courthouse there could be funds available to add an overhead door.  Courthouse remodeling could be 6-8 months minimum and will start around the second week in November.  New information was received from JDA President Tschosik about the interest of a commercial business purchasing the building.  More information will be needed to determine a final decision. 

DMV signage:  Discussed signs at the DMV office.  Auditor has been in contact with companies for pricing.  

Correspondence: TBC Students will be having a cleanup day on September 24th.  NDLC will be held as a virtual conference September 24-26. 

Also discussed the poor sound quality and acoustics of the ZOOM option.  Meidinger will try to have microphones available at the next meeting.

Next regular meeting will be October 12th at 5:30 PM in person – at the Senior Center; always pending Covid 19 conditions. 

Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:30 PM.

Approved Bills:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Information Technology 
	      287.09 
	
	 Ellendale Pharmacy 
	       406.50 
	
	American Cancer Society 
	     800.00 

	Jamie Eberle 
	      350.00 
	
	
Ellendale Arts Council 
	       500.00 
	
	 Farnam's Parts 
	       38.84 

	Team Laboratory 
	      612.50 
	
	 Chemistry Lab 
	       397.20 
	
	Van Diest Supply Co. 
	   7,480.00 

	ATCO International 
	      137.00 
	
	 VISA 
	       353.14 
	
	 AmeriPride Services 
	       97.40 

	
Diversified Inspections 
	      484.80 
	
	 Matheson Tri-Gas 
	         57.29 
	
	 Deere Credit Inc. 
	     179.95 

	Waste Management 
	   1,493.29 
	
	Thorpe Excavating 
	       623.95 
	
	 Fraedrich Transport 
	     925.50 

	M. D. U. 
	   2,483.36 
	
	 Jones & Kelly, Attys. 
	    2,254.00 
	
	
Dickey County Leader 
	     841.81 

	Computer Express 
	      112.00 
	
	
Chamber of Commerce 
	    1,355.00 
	
	 Mowers & More 
	       56.26 

	Metro-Billing Services 
	      264.00 
	
	
Ferguson Waterworks 
	       284.53 
	
	 BCBS 
	   9,312.18 

	 BCBS 
	      523.20 
	
	 EcoLab Pest Control 
	       161.63 
	
	 Computer Express 
	       32.00 

	Waste Management 
	      740.07 
	
	 Fraedrich Transport 
	       458.40 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	     320.88 

	Balco Uniform Co. 
	   2,541.99 
	
	 Stryker Sales Corp. 
	  11,868.12 
	
	 Unique Automotive 
	     115.60 

	John Deere Financial 
	   1,477.72 
	
	 Quill LLC 
	         73.97 
	
	 Central Business  
	       74.43 

	M. D. U. 
	   2,836.05 
	
	 Z's Fresh Market 
	         10.19 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	     895.50 

	Team Laboratory 
	   1,225.00 
	
	 Verizon Wireless 
	       259.87 
	
	Abbigail Hammontree 
	       11.72 

	City Employees 
	 25,488.50 
	
	
Ambulance Employees 
	  10,101.14 
	
	 City Council 
	     413.97 

	Mayor 
	      277.05 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	    7,616.37 
	
	 Postmaster 
	     184.52 

	Coffee n Cream 
	        40.50 
	
	 I.R.S. - Payroll Taxes 
	    9,757.30 
	
	 Jamie Eberle 
	     475.00 

	ND PERS 
	   4,931.40 
	
	 Ross Merkel 
	    1,049.00 
	
	 Crossroads Advisors 
	   3,075.00 

	SE Water Users 
	 14,000.00 
	
	 Ellendale True Value 
	         56.97 
	
	 Dan Girard 
	     175.00 

	Jeff Thorpe 
	   1,500.00 
	
	 Rick Hack 
	       594.00 
	
	 Diemert Professional 
	     252.00 

	David Maunu 
	      130.00 
	
	 One Call concepts 
	          4.80 
	
	 City of Fargo 
	       28.00 

	
Information Technology 
	      287.09 
	
	 Rekow Yard Service 
	       594.00 
	
	Metro Billing Services 
	     264.00 

	 AFLAC 
	      224.95 
	
	 Dakota Electronics 
	       211.20 
	
	 Deere Credit Inc. 
	     179.95 

	 Productivity Plus 
	   1,290.65 
	
	 AmeriPride Services 
	         49.70 
	
	 VISA 
	     450.25 

	 Matheson Tri-Gas 
	        19.96 
	
	 Team Laboratory 
	       123.50 
	
	 Z's Fresh Market 
	         5.45 

	 Thorpe Excavating 
	      575.00 
	
	 D. R. N. 
	    1,061.66 
	
	 Waste Management 
	   2,210.87 

	 Fraedrich Transport 
	   1,368.90 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	       958.23 
	
	
Farmers Union Oil Co. 
	   4,298.20 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	

	 Matt Thorpe, Mayor 
	
	
	
	 Candace Middlestead, City Auditor 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                        (Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)
	




