Regular Meeting
City Council
August 5, 2013
5:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Flaherty called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM with Council members Maunu, Ulmer, Belmore, and Reis present.
 
Absent: Schilling and Pahl.
 
City Employees present were: City Foreman Flynn, Attorney Radermacher, Building Inspector Kassa and Police Chief Frannea.
 
Also present: Johnson, representing Dickey County Leader, Jeanette Robb-Ruenz, Jim Robb and Aaron Tschosik.

Agenda changes:  Wickstrom Properties tabled and Motor Vehicle added to agenda.

Minutes: Motion by Ulmer, second by Maunu to approve the minutes from the July 8th council meeting, July 23rd  and July 29th special council meetings.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.
 
Operating statement: Motion by Belmore, second by Ulmer to approve operating statement as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.
 
Bills:  Motion by Ulmer, second by Reis to approve the bills as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.
 
Delinquent accounts:  Robert Ash, Cornerstone Learning Center, Lauri Hustoft, Hank Joubert, Mark Metcalf and Dennis Stebner.
 
Building Permits:  Motion by Reis, second by Maunu to approve building permits for Avera Clinic and Shane Peterson.  All members present, aye.   Motion approved. 

Special Permit:  Motion by Ulmer, second by Maunu to approve a special permit to allow a noise variance to TBC during their student welcome back.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

City Foreman Flynn updated the Council on some of the July projects, including crack sealing and spraying cattails at lagoon and various other drainages in the City.  August plans will be to start installing new water meters and marking dead trees.  

Chief Frannea reported on the police activity for the month of July.  Chief Frannea, Council Members Belmore and Pahl reviewed the following Ordinances and gave recommendations: 


· Noise Ordinance Chapter 11 article 3.11.0302  - recommended graduated penalty schedule of $25, then $50 and $100 for the third and subsequent offenses; 

· Dog Waste Ordinance #11.0120 – recommended a graduated penalty schedule of $30 and then $50 for subsequent offenses.

· Noisy Dog Ordinance #10.0112, 10.0209, 10.0211 - recommended a graduated penalty schedule of $30 and then $50 for subsequent offenses.


Due to the time, Mayor Flaherty addressed Ruenz concerning 78 Main St.

6:30PM - Ruenz (78 Main St.)   Jim Robb, representing Ruenz, stated there is a person interested in purchasing this building.  Robb/Ruenz requested an extension of time to allow this party time for inspection of the building.  The Council granted the extension to September 9th; and concurred the offer of $5,000 for both lots would be good until the next meeting; and the condemnation process will be discontinued until next council meeting.

Returned to the Police Report: 

· ATV Ordinance #8.0403 – recommended the language to include side-by-sides. 

· A $250 per year clothing allowance, per the guidelines set by the State, was recommended for the Police Officers.   

· Due to an amendment in the 2013 Legislative session, fireworks are now allowed to be sold December 26th through January 1st.  Council will follow the States amended Act and also allow the sale and discharge of fireworks December 26th through January 1st.  Fireworks Ordinance Chapter 4 article 4 number 4.0407 shall be amended as follows- the allowable date/time for the use, firing or  discharging of fireworks is limited to the hours of 8:00 AM to 1:00AM daily beginning at 8:00 AM on June 27th until 11:59 PM on July 5th and 10:00 AM to 10:00 PM daily beginning at 10:00 AM on December 26th until 10:00 PM on January 1st except that on December 31st they shall begin at 10:00 AM and be allowed to continue until 1:00 AM January 1st.

Amended Ordinances and Policy will be emailed to Council and addressed in the September meeting. 

City Attorney Radermacher is now absent.

Building Inspector Report: Kassa reported on 104 2nd St S – the Realtor will be in contact with Kassa when he will be in Ellendale to walk through the house.  Mayor Flaherty and BI Kassa will consult and discuss further action.  Wickstrom (521 Main St) – Since Wickstrom will be in town next week, a meeting will be scheduled to discuss this property.  BI Kassa will contact Rithmiller concerning no building permit; Knox (109 Main St) windows have been installed and building enclosed; Marlow fence – No construction observed. 

A spreadsheet was disbursed containing information concerning when utility billing rates were last increased and average water usage.  This information will be used to calculate future needs for increases and to decide Masonic Lodge request at next month’s meeting.  
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Examples of Ordinances concerning renters and utility billing were reviewed.  Further research will be completed to ultimately create an ordinance for the City.

A sample Cemetery Policy was reviewed.  Council was asked to have recommendation by next meeting.

Blue Cross Blue Shield insurance premium increased 3.99% for the 2013-2014 policy.

Motion by Ulmer, second by Maunu to approve the preliminary budget for 2014.  Roll call vote: Maunu – Yes; Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Reis – Yes.  Motion approved.

Correspondence: DRN has decided to discontinue the Motor Vehicle office as of October 1st.  Council is interested in pursuing the possibility of keeping this office in Ellendale.  Mayor Flaherty will express this interest to NDDOT and will explore options to retain the Motor Vehicle Office in Ellendale.

Council members were reminded of the upcoming North Dakota League of Cities held September 12-14th in Bismarck ND.

Ulmer suggested Mayor Flaherty meet with Wickstrom to discuss 521 Main St property, rather than set up a special meeting.  Council agreed and if a special meeting is needed Council will be contacted.

Mayor adjourned meeting at 9:25pm.

Next Meeting will be held September 9th at 5:30pm.

Approved Bills:

	Ellendale True Value
	   3,732.47 
	
	Ellendale Chamber
	   2,000.00 
	
	Postmaster
	         5.60 

	Farnam's Parts
	       87.64 
	
	ND Health Dept.
	        51.79 
	
	Brad Nishek
	     126.00 

	Ramada Hotel
	     277.20 
	
	Waste Mgmt.
	   1,480.14 
	
	Char's Food Pride
	       20.97 

	VISA
	   1,081.00 
	
	
Thorpe Excavating
	   1,243.32 
	
	H. C. Clark
	     770.66 

	Aberdeen Monument
	       97.00 
	
	
One Call Concept
	        36.30 
	
	Ellendale True Value
	   1,196.56 

	AmeriPride
	       30.96 
	
	Farmers Union
	   3,162.05 
	
	Dak. Broadcasting
	          269.32 

	BCBS
	   6,348.60 
	
	ND Health Dept.
	        32.00 
	
	Heart Med. Center
	     160.00 

	Information Tech.
	       50.00 
	
	Avera St. Luke's
	      110.00 
	
	Dickey Co. Leader
	     406.98 

	
ND Tax Commission
	     971.70 
	
	M. D. U.
	   1,624.75 
	
	H. C. Clark
	     213.57 

	Lawnworks
	     450.00 
	
	
County Recorder
	        26.00 
	
	St. Fire & Tornado
	       5,918.89 

	Computer Express
	     909.99 
	
	Harvest Inn
	        35.43 
	
	Bank of N. D.
	 12,945.00 

	Postmaster
	     211.00 
	
	
Interstate Engineer
	  24,000.00 
	
	Dickey Co. Leader
	     157.62 

	Van Diest Supply
	   3,830.75 
	
	
Michelle Schilling
	          216.00 
	
	John Deere Financial
	          242.71 

	M. D. U.
	   2,837.54 
	
	
Ellendale Park Bd.
	   6,986.89 
	
	Thorpe Excavating
	   3,150.00 

	Postmaster
	         5.70 
	
	Council
	      415.56 
	
	City Employees
	   2,262.61 

	Mayor
	     277.05 
	
	
Amb. Employees
	   8,055.84 
	
	Crossroads Advisors
	   2,850.00 

	
Diemert Prof. Bldg.
	     550.00 
	
	Ross Merkel
	      372.00 
	
	Rekow's Yard Care
	     396.00 

	Mahler's Variety
	     103.48 
	
	
Interstate Engineer
	  21,386.97 
	
	Lloyd Trautmann
	     154.91 

	SE Water Users
	 12,000.00 
	
	Walt Swatfager
	      240.00 
	
	
Ellendale True Value
	     671.54 

	County Recorder
	       50.00 
	
	
Verizon Wireless
	      307.46 
	
	David Maunu
	       45.00 

	Rick Hack
	     288.00 
	
	County 

Recorder
	        20.00 
	
	IRS Payroll Taxes
	   9,028.56 





____________________________________    __________________________________
Donald W Flaherty, Mayor				Candace Middlestead, City Auditor
 

(Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)

