Regular Meeting
City Council
August 14, 2017
6:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Thorpe called the regular monthly meeting to order at 6:30 PM with Council members Flaherty, Reis, and Meidinger present.

Absent: Fuher and Maunu.

City Employees present were:  Police Chief Knutson, Attorney Kelly, Public Works Director Flynn and Auditor Middlestead. 

Others attending:  Richard Wadholm; Harold Rotunda; R. Johnson, Dickey County Leader Editor was not in attendance.

Agenda additions:  None

Minutes: Motion by Flaherty, second by Reis, to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting on July 17, 2017.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.    

Operating statement:  Motion by Reis, second by Meidinger, to approve the July operating statement as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.  

Bills:   Motion by Reis, second by Meidinger, to approve the bills as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Delinquent accounts:  J. Bailey, T. Beckius, R. Kosse, M. Masset, L. Noyes, A. Peterson, J. South, 
T. Spitzer, S. Swanson, B. Taylor and L. Uecker.

Raffle Permits:  None.

Hahne – UB request:  Hahne was unable to attend, discussion tabled to September meeting.

Police Chief Knutson was present to report on the police activity for the month of July.  

Special Event Permit – American Legion:   Motion by Reis, second by Meidinger, to approve the transfer of liquor license and special event permit for American Legion for Applefest/Ribfest on September 9, 2017.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Special Event Permit – Corner Corral:   Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve the transfer of liquor license and special event permit for Corner Corral for “Ellendale Birthday Party” August 26, 2017.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Public Works Report:  PW Supervisor Flynn reported on the monthly jobs completed in July. Lagoon dredging is on hold due to the rain.  Mayor Thorpe expressed concern having employees completing this job, preferred contacting a company that does these services.  Will continue to look for contractor.  PWD Flynn reported on the 2nd Quarter Landfill report, appears less improper items are disposed in the dumpsters.  PWD Flynn reported on the difference between the water sold to residents and the water purchased from Southeast Water Users.  ND Rural Water assisted PW in checking for possible leaks, with no leaks found.  The difference appears to become greater during the summer months, Flynn will begin an audit to verify water meters and remote heads match in size in seasonal use meters; and utility billing software will audit input information.     

[bookmark: _GoBack]Building Permits:  Motion by Reis, second by Meidinger, to approve Pheasant Lanes permit for interior remodel; new siding & insulation at 71  1st St N; Trinity Bible College permit to reroof apartment building at 309 6th Ave S; Doug Ulmer permit to reroof house at 208 2nd Ave SW; FU Oil company permit to demolish house at 316 2nd Ave S; Don Flaherty permit to reroof house at 501 2nd St N; Tom Pettibone permit to reroof, paint, window replacement, new doors and fix siding at 301 7th St N.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.   

Water Restrictions will remain in effect.

2018 Preliminary Budget:  Discussion was held on the city’s 2018 budget.  Harold Rotunda, CPA for the City, explained the city is headed in the wrong direction with expenses becoming greater than the revenues each year.  Rotunda has observed this trend with many of his counties, schools and municipal clients.  Council needs to determine whether to increase revenues; or some of the services the city provides could possibly be cut; equipment/street improvements may have to be put on hold; and possible positions cut.    Rotunda left the meeting and council continued with remaining business items and will return to 2018 budget later in meeting.

Don Stone and Corrine Westhaver are now in attendance.  Mr. Stone is interested in building in the Ellendale Acres Addition.  A plan will be provided to council for the September 11th meeting.  

Council Appointment:  Motion by Reis, second by Meidinger, to approve the appointment of Richard Wadholm as a council member until the next election in 2018.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Oath of Office was administered by Attorney Kelly to newly appointed Council member Richard Wadholm.    

Continuation of Budget discussion:  After much discussion on how to reduce expenses and become more financially efficient; a motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve the 2018 preliminary budget; proposed 136.76 total mills creates revenue totaling $266,100; the current proposal shows an increase of $6.15 per $1,000 on residential property value and $6.84 per $1,000 commercial property value.  Roll call vote: Reis – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Flaherty – Yes; Fuher and Maunu – Absent.  Motion approved.

A special meeting will be held August 28th at 6:30 PM to continue budget discussion prior to September meeting when final budget will be approved.

2nd Reading Amending Chapter 7- Alcohol Beverages:  Motion by Reis, second by Meidinger to amend Chapter 7 - Article 7.0404 to remove the required separate Sunday Opening Licenses per NDCC change effective August 1, 2017and to adopt the new semi-annual fee schedule as:  beer only to $150.00; beer and wine only $300.00; liquor only $950.00; and full alcohol $1,050.00.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved

2nd Reading Amending Chapter 5 – Building Code:  Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to amend Chapter 5 Article 5.0601.1 – regardless of uses portable transport freight containers are not permitted on any property within city limits, without conditional use permit from city.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Discussed the Fargo Assembly/JDA lease agreement:  Mayor Thorpe has contacted Fargo Assembly Manager to set up a meeting to discuss lease options.  

Special Assessment Board (6 year term) Appointment:   Motion by Reis, second by Meidinger, to approve Lori Young for the Special Assessment Board appointment. All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Discussed properties in poor condition within the city.

Correspondence:  ND League of Cities will be Sept 28, 29, 30 in Fargo.  

Special Meeting will be held: August 28th at 6:30 PM to discuss 2018 budget.

Next regular meeting will be September 11, 2017, at 6:30 PM. 

Reis motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 PM. 

	Approved Bills :  Aug  2017
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 ND Health Dept 
	         15.00 
	
	 Van Diest Supply 
	   3,693.25 
	
	 Job Service 
	      108.91 

	 Interstate Engineer 
	       395.00 
	
	 One Fulfillment 
	      295.64 
	
	 Dakota Munitions 
	        37.84 

	 
Ohnstad Twichell,PC 
	    3,500.00 
	
	 Dickey County Fair 
	        30.00 
	
	 M. D. U. 
	      466.11 

	 NDSWRA 
	         75.00 
	
	Ellendale Park Board 
	   4,447.67 
	
	
Waste Management 
	   1,565.51 

	 Thorpe Excavating 
	    1,416.19 
	
	 M. D. U. 
	   3,616.60 
	
	 Verizon Wireless 
	      254.16 

	 Chad's Electric 
	         99.63 
	
	 Keith Loewen 
	      324.00 
	
	 Mayor 
	      277.05 

	 City Council 
	       346.30 
	
	 Amb Employees 
	   9,620.89 
	
	 City Employees 
	 23,954.97 

	 Thorpe Excavating 
	    5,732.91 
	
	 Postmaster 
	      171.82 
	
	 I.R.S. Payroll taxes 
	 10,547.34 

	 Rick Hack 
	       594.00 
	
	 Alexius Thorpe 
	      450.00 
	
	 ND PERS 
	   4,557.26 

	 Kim Radermacher 
	       557.19 
	
	 City of Ellendale 
	      242.81 
	
	
Crossroads Advisors 
	   3,075.00 

	 SE Waterusers 
	  14,000.00 
	
	 John Deere 
	      484.92 
	
	 Dakota Supply 
	        32.50 

	 Thorpe Excavating 
	    6,598.40 
	
	 AFLAC 
	      391.22 
	
	 City of Fargo 
	        28.00 

	
Ellendale True Value 
	       274.30 
	
	 D. R. N. 
	      934.59 
	
	 A & B Business 
	      232.52 

	 A & B Business 
	          54.74 
	
	 Radar Shop Inc. 
	        86.00 
	
	 281 Repair 
	      246.58 

	 Mahler's Variety 
	         22.94 
	
	 Computer Express 
	        65.00 
	
	 The Library Store 
	      354.83 

	Mertz Lumber
	         24.99 
	
	 Sirchie 
	        47.60 
	
	 Quality Welding 
	        93.00 

	Farnam's Parts
	         88.49 
	
	
Penquin Management
	      774.00 
	
	Farmers Union
	   2,281.11 

	
One Call Concepts
	         17.65 
	
	 Information Tech 
	      276.95 
	
	 Halo Solutions 
	      656.55 

	Heart of America
	       496.00 
	
	 Dickey Co. Leader 
	      356.08 
	
	 M. D. U. 
	   1,633.44 

	
Jones & Kelly, Attys.
	       840.00 
	
	ND Insurance Dept 
	   6,707.41 
	
	Rekow's Yard Care 
	      686.00 

	Ross Merkel
	       246.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	

	Matt Thorpe
	
	
	
	Candace Middlestead
	

	Mayor
	
	
	
	City Auditor
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                (minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)
	





