Regular Meeting
City Council
August 13, 2018
6:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Thorpe called the regular monthly meeting to order at 6:40 PM with Council members: Wadholm, Bauer and Meidinger present.

Absent:  Flaherty

City Employees present were:  Police Chief Knutson, Attorney Kelly, Public Works Director Flynn and Auditor Middlestead. 

Others attending:  R. Johnson, Dickey County Leader; W. Senger, Interstate Engineering; Chris Bauer, T. Denison, B. Martin, V. Hack, R. Hack, J. Hamar, J. Grimm, J. Grimm, C. Russell, 
R. Rasmussen, L. Hoffman and R. Farthing.  

Wade Senger with Interstate Engineering presented a monthly report.  The well capping has not been completed at this time, waiting on subcontractor.   Motion made by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve Water System Improvement Dist. #17-01 PE #10 for Maguire Iron for painting/logo in the amount of $41,900.00, contingent on the approval of USDA.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.  

Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve Maguire Iron to replace the concrete sidewalk around the tower for $22,200.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved. 

Ellendale Acres Road:  Senger informed council of the information received from Corp of Engineers regarding emerging wetlands.  The Corp of Engineers stated an aquatic resources delineation would need to be completed.  An estimate of $5,040 was received.  Council tabled discussion. 

Flood Discussion:  During the night of July 18th and early morning hours of July 19th the city received 7+ inches of rain in a very short time, which overwhelmed the storm and sanitary sewer system.   This caused damage to approximately 24 houses, 2 churches and an apartment building.     Several of these home owners were present to express concerns and questioned what can be done in the future to prevent another similar event.  Residents asked why we can’t inspect houses to insure sump pumps are discharged into the street and not into the sanitary sewer.  This is an ordinance violation and property owners could be fined.   A sampling of discussion was: dredging drainage ditches; are lift station pumps large enough; back flow preventer; cement drainage ditches; larger culverts; apron, curb and gutter on 4th Ave N; not blowing grass into street.   Mayor Thorpe explained public works was notified around midnight. The master lift station detected a problem and measures were taken to start the generator and extra pump to help alleviate the overabundance of water.  City Engineer W. Senger stated it is difficult for any city to design and afford infrastructure to handle this type of abnormal rainfall.  Mayor Thorpe stated the council has had conversations within the last year about the future needs of the city’s storm and sanitary sewer system before the next street project.  Council will work with the City Engineer to continue to develop a plan.  

EMS Russell reminded everyone that the Lutheran Disaster Response Case Manager will be in Ellendale August 16th and 17th to interview applicants.  Also residences were advised to visit with Tax Director Flaherty to discuss damage and property valuation adjustment.  

Concerned residents left the meeting.

Nuisance Properties:  R. Farthing addressed the council concerning the nuisance letter he received.  Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve a 60 day grace period to allow Farthing time to remove/improve his property per Ordinance 9.0301 as stated in the Notice of Nuisance and Order to Abate Nuisance letter sent on July 10, 2018.  Council will revisit at the October 8th regular council meeting; if at that time council deems abatement not satisfactory city will hire the nuisance removal and charge the property owner the cost. All members present, aye.  Motion approved. Chris Bauer was present to discuss the property at 504 1st St S.  Motion by Bauer, second by Wadholm, to extend the clean up deadline to October 8th.  All members present, aye; Bauer abstained.  Motion approved.  Bland – 304 3rd Ave SW – continued working out details for property to be deeded back to City.  Hagen – 416 Main St – Nuisance letter undelivered.

Bid Opening:  617  2nd St N – Browning – 2 bids were received.  Top Notch Repair - $5,000; Thorpe Excavating - $5,000.  Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the $5,000 Thorpe Excavating bid per past performance completed for the City.  Roll call vote: Bauer – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Flaherty – Absent.  Motion approved.
  
JDA/Fargo Assembly:  Attorney Kelly was notified Fargo Assembly will be out of the building as of August 13th.  Walk through will be done with PWD Flynn.

Alcohol Event Permit:  Motion by Wadholm, second by Meidinger, to approve the Alcohol Beverage Permit for American Legion on September 8th for Applefest and Ribfest.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Police Chief Knutson was present to report on the police activity for the month of July.  Discussed school starting and patrolling around school area.

Attorney Kelly, Police Chief Knutson and L. Hoffman left the meeting at 8:23 PM.

Public Works Report:  PW Supervisor Flynn reported on the monthly jobs completed in July.    Discussed repairing manholes on Hwy 281.  PWD Flynn will get estimates.  PWD Flynn reported the cost to put a dust control solution on 3rd Ave N, North of HWY 11 and on West Main St would be approximately $7,987.  PWD suggested 3 streets lights be added in Northport Addition.  Motion by Meidinger, second by Bauer, to have MDU place 3 lights in Northport Addition at 3rd Ave N/ 10th St N; 3rd Ave N/11 St N; and 4th Ave N near the transfer station.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.  

Building Permits:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the building permit for 
E. Fuher fence/deck at 608  1st Ave N; approve a building permit for N. Worrel/D. Hildenbrand to demo shed/garage at 304  3rd Ave S; approve building permit for K. Fischer to build deck at 400 7th St N; approve the building permit for M. Burow to replace roof at 121  5th St S.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved. Building permit for R. Oats at 721  2nd ST N was tabled pending further information.

Agenda additions:  Attorney Kelly will contact K. Merkel concerning Storage container removal.  Vacancies; Emergency Fund; Dickey County prepayment of special assessments.

Council Appointment:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the appointment of Thomas Denison as a council member until the next election in 2020.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Emergency Fund: Motion by Meidinger, second by Denison, to approve flood related expenditures from the Emergency Fund.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.   

Motion by Wadholm, second by Bauer to approve a deadline of October 16, 2018 to prepay Water Tower 17-01 Special Assessments without interest accrued.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.
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Motion by Wadholm, second by Bauer, to approve waiving the interest due on Dickey County’s total amount of special assessments when paid after the 1st of January, 2019.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.
 
Minutes: Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting on July 9, 2018.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved. 

Operating statement:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Denison, to approve the July operating statement as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.  

Bills:   Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the bills as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Delinquent accounts:  B. Taylor, J. Bailey, G. Bland, T. Browning, R. Farthing, S. Green, Hagen Bros, M. Herman, L. Lindberg, M. Masset, L. Noyes, A. Peterson, K. Radermacher, Rithmiller Accounting; W. Rithmiller; D. Schagunn, T. Spitzer.

Raffle Permits:  None.

Outside of City Limits water users: More discussion at September meeting.

Pledge Report Approval:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Bauer, to approve the Pledge reports given by Choice Financial, Dakota Plains Credit Union and Starion Bank.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved. 

Special meeting to discuss 2019 budget will be August 30, 2018, at 5:30 PM.
  
Next regular meeting will be September 10, 2018, at 6:30 PM. 

Mayor adjourned the meeting at 9:45 PM. 

Approved bills: 

	August bills
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 James Monroe 
	           9.54 
	
	 Don Frye 
	         80.22 
	
	 Chad's Electric 
	         90.04 

	 BG Glass LLC 
	       255.00 
	
	 Dak. Broadcasting 
	       150.00 
	
	 Alexius Thorpe 
	        450.00 

	 Information Tech 
	       290.44 
	
	 
Mahler's Village Variety 
	         18.61 
	
	 One Call Concepts 
	           9.60 

	 
Waste Management 
	     1,941.95 
	
	 M. D. U. 
	    1,822.95 
	
	 City of Fargo 
	         28.00 

	 
AmeriPride Services 
	         88.73 
	
	 Farnam's Parts 
	         16.30 
	
	 AFLAC 
	        442.96 

	 Uniform Center 
	       154.99 
	
	 Computer Express 
	       223.20 
	
	 ND Health Dept 
	         15.00 

	 
Municipal Gov. Academy 
	         30.00 
	
	Dakota Supply Group 
	    1,373.02 
	
	Ellendale True Value 
	        216.76 

	 Mertz Lumber 
	       665.80 
	
	 Team Laboratory 
	       767.00 
	
	 Van Diest Supply 
	     5,930.35 

	 BCBS 
	     8,493.40 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	    1,741.26 
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	     1,872.00 

	 Matheson Tri-gas 
	         14.70 
	
	 VISA 
	    1,001.82 
	
	 Farmers Union Oil 
	     1,696.01 

	 D. R. N. 
	     1,026.10 
	
	
Ellendale Food Pantry 
	  15,000.00 
	
	 A & B Business 
	        136.01 

	 Keith Loewen 
	       486.00 
	
	 City Employees 
	  26,690.43 
	
	 Amb Employees 
	     9,659.40 

	 City Council 
	       272.87 
	
	 Mayor 
	       277.05 
	
	
Ellendale Park Board 
	     4,858.80 

	 Postmaster 
	       173.04 
	
	 Ross Merkel 
	       690.00 
	
	
I.R.S. - Payroll taxes 
	   10,711.20 

	 Kim Radermacher 
	       800.00 
	
	 ND PERS 
	    5,006.12 
	
	
Crossroads Advisors 
	     3,075.00 

	 SE Water Users 
	   14,000.00 
	
	 Chad's Electric 
	         69.50 
	
	 AFLAC 
	        442.96 

	ND SWRA
	         75.00 
	
	 Ellendale True Value 
	       271.81 
	
	 Mahler's Variety 
	         45.33 

	 Alexius Thorpe 
	       675.00 
	
	Metro-Billing Services 
	       357.00 
	
	 Information Tech 
	        287.09 

	 281 Repair 
	       530.00 
	
	 Ellendale Pharmacy 
	          6.70 
	
	 One Call Concepts 
	         19.20 

	 Rick Hack 
	       594.00 
	
	 The Library Store 
	         89.92 
	
	 One Fulfillment 
	        509.00 

	 Troy's Repair 
	         75.00 
	
	
Penguin Management 
	       774.00 
	
	 Waste Management 
	     1,768.38 

	 
Lexipol, LLC 
	     1,010.00 
	
	 
Fire Safety First 
	       217.00 
	
	 
Electric Pump 
	     6,996.45 

	 Computer Express 
	     2,410.71 
	
	 Verizon Wireless 
	       277.33 
	
	 Pressure Washer 
	         45.00 

	Jones & Kelly, Attys. 
	       579.40 
	
	 John Deere 
	    1,104.70 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	     1,452.35 

	AmeriPride Services 
	         83.95 
	
	 Char's Food Pride 
	       188.81 
	
	 Matheson Tri-Gas 
	         15.19 

	 Safety Service 
	     1,403.75 
	
	 Mertz Lumber 
	       125.98 
	
	 Farmers Union Oil 
	     2,973.87 

	 Farnam's Parts 
	         10.71 
	
	 D. R. N. 
	    1,011.55 
	
	 M. D. U. 
	     5,650.48 

	 Ellendale Baseball 
	     1,000.00 
	
	 Ellendale Chamber 
	    3,000.00 
	
	 City of Fargo 
	         28.00 

	 Dickey Co. Leader 
	         72.10 
	
	 A & B Business 
	       142.72 
	
	 Darlene Bobbe 
	        50.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	

	     Matt Thorpe
	
	
	
	     Candace Middlestead
	

	     Mayor
	
	
	
	     City Auditor
	



