Regular Meeting
City Council
May 11, 2020
5:30 PM – City Hall – Via Zoom Virtual 
 
Due to the COVID 19 restrictions this meeting was held via Zoom Virtual Meeting option.  
All named persons present appeared virtually.

Mayor Thorpe called the regular monthly meeting to order at 5:30 PM with Council members Flaherty, Crabtree, Wadholm, Meidinger and Denison present.

Absent: Bauer

City Employees present were:  Public Works Flynn, Police Chief Knutson, Attorney Kelly and Auditor Middlestead.

Others attending: Ken Smith, Dickey County Leader was not present; Hans Gruner, Wade Senger, Interstate Engineering, DC Sheriff Estes and J. Kienow.
  
Wade Senger, Interstate Engineering, was present to report on the sanitary and storm sewer televising and cleaning progress. Senger presented two contracts between Interstate Engineering and City of Ellendale; 1) Sanitary sewer improvements, including pipe replacement, cured place pipe lining, manhole replacement and lift station repairs.  2) Street improvements, including chip seals, pavement reconstruction, mill and overlay, and patching.   Motion by Flaherty, second by Denison, to hire Interstate Engineering to complete the USDA – RD application and preliminary engineering report for a fee of $30,000 for Sewer Improvement Contract; and $15,000 for Street Improvement Contract and sign the contracts. Roll call vote: Flaherty – Yes; Denison – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Crabtree – Yes; Bauer - absent.  Motion approved.  USDA Ranetta Starr stated these funds are eligible to be rolled into the USDA loan/grant. 

Agenda additions:  Landscaping at water tower.  Still have trees to plant for Tree City Grant received.  

Minutes: Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the minutes of the regular council meeting on April 13, 2020; special meeting March 19, 2020; and Board of Equalization meeting April 13, 2020.  Roll call vote; Flaherty – Yes; Denison – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Crabtree – Yes; Bauer – absent.  Motion approved.  

Operating statement:  Motion by Denison, second by Flaherty, to approve the April operating statement as presented.  Roll call vote: Flaherty – Yes; Denison – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Crabtree – Yes; Bauer – absent. Motion approved.

Bills:   Motion by Wadholm, second by Crabtree, to approve the bills as presented.  Roll call vote: Flaherty – Yes; Denison – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Crabtree – Yes; Bauer - absent.  Motion approved.

Delinquent accounts: T. Browning, J. Eggers, M. Masset, D. Muckey, James Nelson, M & T Bank, Farmers Tractor Parts, S. Orwig, C. Pederson, K. Radermacher, M. Rohrbach, D. Schagunn,
[bookmark: _Hlk40449795] P. Stemen, T. Spitzer, B. Taylor,  and R. Uecker.    Motion by Wadholm, second by Meidinger, to waive late charges for accounts that pay account current.  Roll call vote: Flaherty – Yes; Denison – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Crabtree – Yes; Bauer – absent.  Motion approved.

Raffle Permits:  None

Police Chief Knutson was present to report on the police log activity for the month of April.  
Chief Knutson stated all the Governor reopening of the bars due to COVID 19 went well.  

[bookmark: _Hlk40449773]1st Reading of Ordinance Chapter 10 – Article 1:  Discussed amending 10.0107 Prohibited Animals - to include horses and add other animals considered to be livestock or nontraditional livestock by the North Dakota Department of Agriculture in the City.  Motion by Meidinger, second by Flaherty, to approve the amendment to Chapter 10 Article 1 – 10.0107 – Keeping of Certain Animals Prohibited to now include horses and add other animals considered to be livestock or nontraditional livestock by the North Dakota Department of Agriculture in the City. Roll call vote: Flaherty – Yes; Denison – Abstain; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – No; Crabtree – Yes; Bauer – absent. Motion approved.     

 Mayor Thorpe asked Chief Knutson to explain the situation of prohibited animals and fowl in the city limits.  Chief Knutson was informed of the animals and fowl; the Owners were asked to remove the chickens, rabbits and calf from the city limits by May 18th.  Chief suggested contacting the City Council to ask for a variance to the Ordinance.  During this time a fence was constructed, and 2 horses were brought into town.   Hans Gruner explained the reason for the animals/fowl that have been in the city limits for a year and a half; and as of today submitted a fence permit.  Flaherty explained an agricultural use permit was developed and would need to apply.  Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to allow the chickens, rabbits to remain in the city limits and the calf for 30 days; and an agricultural use permit to be submitted to the council by the June 8th meeting.  Roll call vote: Flaherty – Yes; Denison – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Crabtree – Yes; Bauer – absent. Motion approved.  Horses will be removed from city limits by tomorrow; and fence will be removed.  

Discuss vacate 6th St N from 6th Ave N to city limits.  Owners will need to sign a petition to vacate and then a public notice to announce a public hearing prior to the approval of the vacation.  Paperwork will begin processing.  

Chief Knutson discussed dog issues – Kienow’s dog broke the chain and bit a person walking on the street.  This dog was not licensed in the city, and no vaccination records were available.  The dog has been housed at the local boarder outside of city limits.  Discussed the proper procedure the owner needs to allow the dog back into town.  Motion by Meidinger, second by Flaherty, to permit the dog to be allowed back into city limits, pending proper licensing with the city to be paid at city hall; proper proof of vaccinations; and dangerous animal permit to be on record at city hall by May 18, 2020;  and owners must follow the ordinance requirements as being muzzled and leashed while outside of the house; under direct control and supervision by the owner; and proper signage according to Ordinance 10.  Roll call vote: Flaherty – Yes; Denison – Abstained; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Crabtree – Yes; Bauer – absent. Motion approved.  All other dogs owned by Kienow’s are now vaccinated and licensed in the city.  Lott’s dog bit a child.  This dog was licensed and had vaccination records.   Chief Knutson informed the owner dog needs to be removed from city limits within 24 hours and has complied.  No application has been submitted for dangerous dog from Lott.  

Public Works Report:  PWS Flynn was present and reported on the activities in April.  Discussed the replacement of 3rd PW employee.  Further discussion at the next meeting.  Due to the weather and muddy condition during the last 2 weeks of city-wide cleanup, landfill opening will be extended through May 22nd.  We have 2 applications for summer season help.  Discussed gravel plans for 3rd Ave, city shop area and alleys.  Discussed letter sent to property owner for yard clean up.

Building Permits:  Motion by Flaherty, second by Wadholm, to approve the building permit for
K. Fisher for garden shed at 400  7th ST N; to approve building permit for J. Glynn to extend a permit to construct a fence at 221  2nd St N; to approve a permit for A. Sand to remove/replace porch at 401  3rd St N; to approve a permit for R. Jonason/Giggles & Grins for chain link fence and egress window at 75  3rd Ave N; to approve a permit for J. Ulmer to fence property at 611  5th St N; to approve a permit for L. Kotze for a storage shed at 610  2nd Ave N; to approve a permit for 
[bookmark: _Hlk38288398]D. Meidinger for a deck at 112  8th Ave N including a variance  granted due to front yard setback. Roll call vote: Flaherty – Yes; Denison – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Crabtree – Yes; Bauer – absent. Motion approved. 

Discussed Ag purpose land in city limits.  If property is sold, new owner would need to apply for ag permit.  Ordinance 5.0610	Agricultural Use - contains information concerning animals in city limits prior to May 2015.  Further research will be done on this subject.  

[bookmark: _Hlk40462016]Garbage rate increase – Discussed the cost to collect garbage due to the new garbage contract.  Motion by Denison, second by Meidinger, to increase the garbage rates by 20% beginning June 1, 2020.  Roll call vote: Flaherty – Yes; Denison – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Crabtree – Yes; Bauer – absent. Motion approved.  

Gaming Site Permit:  Motion by Flaherty, second by Denison, to approve the annual gaming site permit for Corner Corral, Pheasant Lanes and Ellendale Fire Protection District, Inc.  Roll call vote: Flaherty – Yes; Denison – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – abstained; Crabtree – Yes; Bauer – absent. Motion approved.

FFA sign to be discussed next month.

Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the Dickey County Leader as the official newspaper.  Roll call vote: Flaherty – Yes; Denison – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Crabtree – Yes; Bauer – absent. Motion approved.  

Sheriff Estes inquired about the JDA/Fargo Assembly building to rent the office space while the Courthouse remodeling is done.  Sheriff will look over the space and have further discussion at June meeting.  

Discussed Muckey – high water usage due to leak.  Motion by Flaherty, second by Wadholm, to determine average water usage for 6 months prior to September 9, 2019; and offer this charge for the water service due to the leak. Roll call vote: Flaherty – Yes; Denison – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Crabtree – Yes; Bauer – absent. Motion approved. 

A procedure will be setup to notify utility customers when services are returned into property owners name.  

Special meeting May 18, 2020 at 5:15PM.  

Correspondence:  none.
 
Next Council meeting June 8, 2020 at 5:30 PM

Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:25 PM. 

Approved Bills:

	May
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Waste Management
	   6,459.30 
	
	 Fraedrich Transport 
	     4,196.70 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	   1,836.39 

	
Metro-Billing Services
	      418.00 
	
	 Stryker Sales Corp. 
	          42.00 
	
	 Deere Credit, Inc. 
	     179.95 

	Ameripride Services
	      194.73 
	
	 Jones & Kelly, Attys. 
	        504.00 
	
	 Ellendale Pharmacy 
	     313.47 

	City of Fargo
	       28.00 
	
	 
Mertz Lumber/Supply 
	        333.69 
	
	 Farnam's Parts 
	       82.32 

	AFLAC
	      224.95 
	
	 Bound Tree Medical 
	     3,731.38 
	
	 Medicare Part B 
	     593.00 

	
Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc.
	       86.07 
	
	 Green Iron Equipment 
	    12,721.38 
	
	 VISA 
	     426.17 

	
Farmers Union Oil Co.
	   1,307.32 
	
	 M. D. U. 
	     4,449.01 
	
	 D. R. N. 
	     574.19 

	Bismarck Motor Veh.
	       14.00 
	
	 Pro-Vision  
	        349.00 
	
	 Flexible Pipe Tool 
	     912.80 

	 Sanitation Products 
	   3,214.70 
	
	 281 Repair 
	        127.35 
	
	 ND League of Cities 
	     100.00 

	 Farmers Union Ins. 
	       35.00 
	
	 Computer Express 
	        394.22 
	
	 M. D. U. 
	   3,075.53 

	 Computer Express 
	      149.50 
	
	 Courtney Wolff 
	          96.42 
	
	 Waste Management 
	     694.56 

	 Thorpe Excavating 
	      162.85 
	
	 Fraedrich Transport 
	        437.40 
	
	 City Employees 
	 22,755.72 

	 
Ambulance Employees 
	 

10,867.07 
	
	 

City Council 
	        

414.24 
	
	 

Mayor 
	    

 277.05 

	 Thorpe Excavating 
	   6,173.79 
	
	 Postmaster 
	        169.86 
	
	 BCBS 
	   9,180.37 

	 BCBS 
	      569.20 
	
	Ellendale Park Board 
	     4,794.35 
	
	 AFLAC 
	     224.95 

	 Verizon Wireless 
	      262.21 
	
	
John Deere Financial 
	        281.90 
	
	 Ellendale True Value 
	     292.18 

	 
I. R. S. - Payroll Taxes 
	   9,637.84 
	
	 ND PERS 
	     5,707.88 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	

	 Matt Thorpe, Mayor 
	
	
	
	 Candace Middlestead, City Auditor 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                        (Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)
	




