Regular Meeting
City Council
March 9, 2015
5:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Thorpe called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM with Council members Belmore, Ulmer, Fuher, Maunu	and Schilling present.

Absent: Reis 
 
City Employees present were: Police Chief Knutson, Police Officer Lucas Van Zee, Attorney Kelly, BI Kassa and Public Works Director Todd Flynn.

Also present: D. Flaherty, DC Director of Tax Equalization; D. Hvistendahl; and R. Warbis, Farmers Union Oil Manager. 

No local news media present.

Police Chief Knutson introduced new police officer Lucas Van Zee.  Mr. Van Zee will start employment March 30, 2015.

Mr. Hvistendahl was present to inquire about the possibility of building a portable greenhouse in his back yard or possibly other vacant lots.  This greenhouse would be to grow vegetables, which he would be interested in selling.  Also interested in hiring youth to help create this business venture.  Council will check into ordinances that regulate this type of business.  

TIF District 2015 – Public Hearing

Mayor Thorpe called the TIF District public hearing to order at 5:41pm.

Discussion held concerning the proposed TIF District.  Attorney Fallon was in contact with Ohnstad Twichell Attorneys and helped explain the procedures of a TIF District.   Flaherty, DC Director of Tax Equalization stated Dickey County had no objection to the creation of the TIF District. 

Motion by Schilling, second by Fuher to approve the City of Ellendale Renewal and Development Plan of 2015.  Roll call vote: Maunu – Yes; Schilling – Yes; Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Fuher – Yes; Reis – ABSENT.  Motion approved.  

Motion by Schilling, second by Maunu, to adopt by Resolution Approving the City of Ellendale Renewal and Development Plan of 2015.  Roll call vote: Schilling – Yes; Belmore – Yes;  Ulmer – Yes; Fuher – Yes; Maunu – Yes; Reis – ABSENT.  Motion approved.  

Motion by Ulmer, second by Belmore to adopt by Resolution Creating Tax Increment District NO.2015-1 of the City of Ellendale, ND.   Roll call vote: Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Fuher – Yes; Maunu – Yes; Schilling – Yes; Reis – ABSENT.  Motion approved.

Motion by Ulmer, second by Fuher to adjourn TIF District Public Hearing at 5:55pm.

Mayor Thorpe called the Regular City Council meeting to order at 5:55pm

Agenda additions: Discuss iPad quote.

Minutes: Motion by Belmore, second by Ulmer to approve the minutes of the February 9th Regular Council meeting. All members present, aye. Motion approved.  Motion by Schilling, second by Ulmer to approve February 23rd Special Council meeting.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Operating statement: Motion by Maunu, second by Schilling to approve operating statement as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Bills:  Motion by Schilling, second by Ulmer to approve the bills as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Council member Reis now present.

Delinquent accounts: H. Flowers, J. Hollingsworth, K. Kuno, T. Spitzer, J. Marlow, B. Jones, 
M. Metcalf and M. Masset.

Raffle Permits:  Motion by Belmore, second by Fuher to approve the raffle permit for Ellendale Quarterback Club.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Police Chief Knutson reported on the police activity for the month of February.   Knutson will be applying for Grants to help outfit our new police officer.  Received a $1,860 quote from 281 Repair to get the 2007 Chevrolet Impala in good working order.  Also received notice of a 2013 Ford Interceptor for sale by the City of Burlington ND.  After discussion, motion by Reis, second by Ulmer to repair 2007 Impala.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Public Works Report:  Flynn discussed the monthly jobs completed in February.  Harold Swatfager will be coming back to be the care taker of the cemetery.  Flynn requested to advertise for part time seasonal worker.  Council will consider options and make a decision at April meeting.  

Safety Training:  Discussed a short list of concerns dealing with job safety for employees.  City Council members with the City maintenance portfolio will meet with PW Flynn to address these concerns by next meeting.

 Building Permits: Motion by Fuher, second by Schilling to approve a building permit to T Strand for a deck.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  After discussion, motion by Reis, second by Schilling to approve the building permit for Farmers Union Oil Company for additional storage, add a car wash, move coolers, add exhaust fan and more counter space.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  Discussed whether this project could be a project for the TIF District.  
  
Building Inspector Report: Kassa reported no activity this month.  Kassa passed out a Building Inspector Job Description, she stated this needed to be revised to have more clarification of what the inspector is to accomplish.  Attorney Kelly will help identify the tasks of the building inspector/official for the next meeting.

Main Street Update:  Will continue the discussion of the sale of the Main Street vacant lot properties after zoning ordinance is complete.

Security at City/Motor vehicle: Tabled to next meeting.

Mowing City Lots:  Discussed the amount to be paid for mowing/trim/bag lots owned by the city.  Motion by Schilling, second by Maunu to pay $18 to mow/trim per lot; $24 to mow/trim/bag per lot.  Roll call vote: Ulmer – Yes, Fuher – Yes, Reis – No; Maunu – Yes; Schilling – Yes, Belmore - Yes.  Motion approved.  Discussed the amount to charge for non-city owned properties when in violation of city ordinances, Attorney Kelly will draft possible ordinances to create either a fine or penalty option to be discussed at next meeting.

Fuher checked into the use of the billboard on 9th St N near Fargo Assembly, other businesses in Northport Addition were not interested at this time.

DRN has offered a 4 month trial period for the Council to use the iPads and Call to Meeting software.  After the trial period a decision will be made to continue the use at a cost of $29.95 per month per iPad or $14.95 w/out iPad.
  
Ordinance amendment discussion will be continued at a Special meeting March 23rd at 5:15 PM held at DRN conference room.

Mayor Thorpe stated Pope from Interstate Engineering will be in Ellendale Tuesday to discuss water tower locations.

Motion by Schilling, second by Fuher to adjourn at 8:44 PM. All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Next meeting will be April 13th at 5:30 PM. 




Approved Bills: 

	MV postage
	          41.30 
	
	Postmaster
	          6.72 
	
	Waste Management
	       3,466.90 

	Thorpe Excavating
	      3,228.28 
	
	Heart of America
	         75.00 
	
	One Fulfillment
	         163.95 

	Dickey Co. Treasurer
	    11,787.95 
	
	EcoLab
	       144.38 
	
	BCBS
	       6,682.80 

	Lloyd Trautmann
	        425.75 
	
	Service Maid
	       140.00 
	
	Melissa Johnson
	           11.62 

	City of Fargo
	          28.00 
	
	Mertz Lumber
	          1.86 
	
	VISA
	         182.84 

	Productivity Plus
	      1,254.92 
	
	
Interstate Engineer
	    8,316.29 
	
	Midwest Testing Lab
	       1,466.25 

	
Information Technology
	        294.95 
	
	Bound Tree Medical
	       226.11 
	
	Ferguson Waterworks
	         806.60 

	
Farmers Union Oil Co.
	      1,007.54 
	
	AmeriPride Services
	       161.81 
	
	Matheson Tri-Gas
	           39.40 

	A & B Business
	          48.27 
	
	
Dickey Co. Leader
	       191.25 
	
	M. D. U.
	       3,046.80 

	Farnam's Parts
	        177.51 
	
	Postmaster
	         10.80 
	
	Postmaster
	             5.75 

	Postmaster
	            5.95 
	
	Chad's Electric
	       542.71 
	
	Todd Flynn
	         199.25 

	Water/Pollution Conf.
	          20.00 
	
	Postmaster
	       234.00 
	
	Postmaster
	           10.20 

	Adam Monroe
	        261.40 
	
	WSI
	    6,632.59 
	
	One Call Concepts
	             8.80 

	John Deere Financial
	      1,047.78 
	
	Rural Water Assn.
	       225.00 
	
	Ellendale School
	         189.99 

	
Chamber of Commerce
	        240.00 
	
	Municipal Finance
	         30.00 
	
	Food Pride
	           18.57 

	Arrow International
	      2,074.28 
	
	
Aberdeen Chrysler
	       319.00 
	
	Matheson Tri-Gas
	           23.15 

	Chad's Electric
	      1,699.70 
	
	County Recorder
	         19.00 
	
	A & B Business
	           89.96 

	M. D. U.
	      3,455.80 
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Penguin Mgmt.
	       774.00 
	
	SE Water Users
	     13,000.00 

	Crossroads Advisors
	      3,000.00 
	
	Kim Radermacher
	       800.00 
	
	Council
	         415.56 

	City Employees
	    16,470.32 
	
	Mayor
	       277.05 
	
	Amb. Employees
	       7,601.04 

	Thorpe Excavating
	      5,333.46 
	
	
I.R.S. Payroll taxes
	    7,550.01 
	
	Postmaster
	           38.92 

	ND PERS
	      3,609.70 
	
	Postmaster
	       159.50 
	
	Mahler's Variety
	           41.71 

	Mertz Lumber
	          33.97 
	
	Farmers Union Oil
	    2,366.54 
	
	True Value
	         174.37 

	Ellendale Concrete
	          20.00 
	
	City of Fargo
	         28.00 
	
	AFLAC
	         175.35 

	Postmaster
	          48.00 
	
	One Fulfillment
	       147.64 
	
	One Call Concepts
	             1.10 

	Verizon Wireless
	        318.16 
	
	D. R. N.
	       827.17 
	
	Farnam's Parts
	         389.64 

	AmeriPride Services
	          78.20 
	
	
	
	
	
	



_____________________________                                __________________________________
Matt Thorpe,						     Candace Middlestead, 
Mayor							     City Auditor 

(Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)
