Regular Meeting
City Council
March 10, 2014
5:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Flaherty called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM with Council members Pahl, Maunu, Schilling, Belmore, Ulmer, and Reis present.
 
Absent Council members: None.
 
City Employees present were: City Foreman Flynn, Building Inspector Kassa and Police Chief Frannea.
 
Also present: R Johnson, representing Dickey County Leader; Paul Monroe, Linda Gross, Dale Middlestead, Bob Gulke, Kyong Gulke, Chris Bauer, Dawn Bauer, Rev Tim Brown, Bob Tatum, Luella Grueneich, Mickey Thorpe and one other unknown person.  

Agenda additions: Request for Dollar Store update.

Minutes: Motion by Reis, second by Belmore to approve the minutes of February 10th council meeting.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Mayor informed Council ND DOT needs a statement of the plan and placement of the Solar Stop Sign in writing.   
 
Operating statement: Motion by Schilling, second by Pahl to approve operating statement as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Motion by Schilling, second by Reis to approve the 2013 Audit Report presented by Harold Rotunda at the February meeting.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Bills:  Motion by Maunu, second by Ulmer to approve the bills as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.
 
Delinquent accounts:  Razi 

Raffle Permits:  Motion by Pahl, second by Schilling to approve the raffle permits for BBF team for Relay for Life.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

City Foreman report:  Flynn reported some of the February jobs included: thawing several sewers, snow removal, water leaks, burning the wood pile at landfill, sorting paper at recycle center.  March jobs include: finish the paper sorting, starting the second round of installation of water meters, start maintenance on machinery to prepare for spring.  A dry van was purchased to load out recycling products.  Discussion of water leak issues and create a procedure for water leaks.

Harold Swatfager has been rehired for cemetery this year.

Building Permits: Motion by Pahl, second by Maunu to approve building permit for David Bennett.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Gross fence permit:  A request to place a 6’ privacy fence on all 4 sides of their side yard, which is currently chain link. Mayor suggested a survey of property be gotten to clarify property boundaries.  

6:13 pm:  The Mayor read a letter from Charlotte Knight-Ehresmann to withdraw an application for a liquor license at Southside Tesoro.   

Building Inspector Report: Due to medical leave Kassa was unable to complete jobs for January and February.  March jobs included following up on outstanding building permits, visited with Gross’ about fence permit, and reviewed proposed building permit form.


104  2nd St S:  Building Inspector sent a second Notice of Demolition to Veterans Administration, the owner of this property, requesting response by the April Council meeting.

Motion by Pahl, second by Ulmer to approve the Cenex Convenience Store building permit.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Main street buildings demo:  Not able to contact contractor to demolish Main St buildings, Don Frye will notify the Mayor as soon as this gentleman contacts Carrington.  Repurposing the building would be very beneficial for the City.

Land Purchase offer – Gulke:  a request to purchase Outlot G (8.1 acres) of Shepards & Grahams Addition and an unplatted area (4.41 acres) South of Outlot G for $500 an acre and would pay for a survey of the property.  Motion by Pahl, second by Maunu to accept purchase offer for $500 with deed stating legality of how land can be put into production in the future.  Further discussion questioned the cost per unit and the boundary of past usage of land.  Motion to table by Reis, second by Ulmer.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  Special meeting to discuss will be scheduled.

7:00 pm – Southside Liquor License Application:  for new meeting attendees the Mayor re-read a letter from Charlotte Knight-Ehresmann to withdraw an application for a liquor license at Southside Tesoro.

Luella Grueneich addressed the Council, stating several safety issues she witnessed in the area of Tesoro.  Police department will be more aware of this area.

New building permit form: Several changes were suggested; form will be updated and be presented at next meeting. 

Reis thanked the City Foreman and crew for work done over the weekend pertaining to water leak.

Police Chief Frannea reported on the police activity for the month of February.  Reis reported complaints he has received pertaining to fast driving on 4th St S; Pahl also reported complaints received around the school areas.  Police will monitor these areas.  Chief Frannea described a Four County School Response demonstration to be done in the future.    

Utility billing increase: Motion by Pahl, second by Belmore to increase water billing for a minimum of 1,000 gallons from $11.00 to $13.00; and increase usage over 1,000 gallons used from $3.75 per 1,000 gallons to $4.25 per 1,000 gallons; to be effective June 1, 2014, even if garbage rates are not completed.  Roll call vote: Pahl – Yes; Maunu – Yes; Schilling – Yes; Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Reis – Yes.  Motion approved.

Masonic Lodge: Motion by Pahl, second by Schilling to discontinue garbage billing effective immediately, due to the Lodge’s very minimal use of building.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Newly Acquired City Property:  Discussion as to whether building can be rehabilitated or should be demolished.  Stipulation to have building improved on deed and time table.  Discussion will continue next meeting.

Motion by Reis, second by Belmore to offer $12 per lot for mowing contracts; $15 per lot for mowing contract for monument lawn due to the bagging of the clippings of this area. All members, aye.  Motion Approved.

Ordinance Amendment Discussion: Various amendments will be addressed throughout the ordinances during the next few meetings.  

Appointive Offices:  Police Chief and Public Works Director were discussed as possible new appointed offices.  Straw poll vote to amend ordinance to include 2 new offices = Yes; or revert back to original = No.   Pahl – absent at this time; Maunu – No; Schilling – No; Belmore – No; Ulmer – No; Reis – No.   

Due to time, Ordinance review will continue next meeting.

Presented a copy of the advertisement for garbage collection contract for September 2014 to December 2019. All bids must be at City Hall by 5:00PM on April 4, 2014.

Received correspondence from Great Plains Claims on claim #ND-43707-14, it was concluded City was not at fault in this claim. 

Repairs have been made to a door at the Senior Center.

Repair quote for west doors at City Hall was presented to City Council for approval.

Reported to Council Kyle Laabs’ request for Property Tax Exemption for New Residential Property for 2014 and 2015 for parcel #0832500.    

City received letter from Director of Tax Equalization informing the increase needed to be compliant with the state.  The City will need to increase residential value by 15.8% and commercial value by 4.9%.  

No new information on Dollar Store at this time; Don Frye will have report for next month’s meeting.

A special meeting will be held March 17th at 5:00 pm at City Hall.  Agenda items include: Gulke land purchase; building permit updates and continue ordinance review. 

The Annual Tax Equalization meeting will be held April 7th at 5:00 pm at City Hall.

Next meeting will be April 7th following Tax Equalization meeting. (NOTICE DATE CHANGE)

Mayor adjourned meeting at 9:54 pm.

Approved Bills: 

	Kim Radermacher
	      800.00 
	
	Interstate Engineer
	   1,485.80 
	
	Heart of America
	      270.00 

	US Postal Service
	        48.00 
	
	
Inform 
Technology
	     225.00 
	
	Chad's Electric
	   1,951.11 

	Matheson Tri-Gas
	        10.70 
	
	Char's Food Pride
	       31.36 
	
	VISA
	      432.04 

	Waste Management
	   2,132.29 
	
	Farnam's Parts
	       17.68 
	
	Penguin Management
	      774.00 

	
AmeriPride Services 
	        30.95 
	
	Aaron Phoenix
	       60.00 
	
	BCBS
	   6,348.60 

	Thorpe Excavating
	   1,844.13 
	
	Postmaster
	         6.72 
	
	Prairie Winds Hosp.
	   1,000.00 

	D. R. N.
	      880.88 
	
	M. D. U.
	   3,212.28 
	
	CAN Surety
	        50.00 

	Dickey Co. Leader
	      411.90 
	
	A & B Business
	       35.91 
	
	
Ferguson Waterworks
	75623.23

	ND Health Dept.
	        32.00 
	
	EDND
	     150.00 
	
	Computer Express
	      155.00 

	ND Sewage Pump
	   1,080.40 
	
	Ellendale Chamber
	   2,665.00 
	
	Postmaster
	         2.45 

	Postmaster
	         5.60 
	
	Todd Flynn
	     192.76 
	
	Mike Frannea
	        47.45 

	Eco Lab
	      139.50 
	
	ND State Surplus
	     325.00 
	
	
Dickey Co. Recorder
	        42.00 

	Dennis Bullinger
	        50.00 
	
	Better Homes
	       11.98 
	
	
National Geographic
	        39.00 

	Consumer Reports
	        26.00 
	
	Postmaster
	     170.00 
	
	City Council
	      415.56 

	City Employees
	  19,350.04 
	
	Amb. Employees
	   7,998.98 
	
	Thorpe Excavation
	   4,931.83 

	Candy Middlestead
	        30.55 
	
	Postmaster
	         5.60 
	
	Semi Trailer Sales
	   6,000.00 

	M. D. U.
	   3,539.29 
	
	Don Flaherty
	     197.80 
	
	Jim's Woodworking
	   3,300.00 

	Mertz Construction
	      568.00 
	
	A & B Business
	     103.32 
	
	RDO Equipment
	   1,223.04 

	Display Sales Co.
	   1,155.00 
	
	Kim Radermacher
	     800.00 
	
	Crossroads Advisors
	   2,850.00 

	SE Water Users
	  13,000.00 
	
	
Ellendale True Value
	     243.99 
	
	I.R.S. -  Payroll taxes
	   7,825.69 

	ND PERS
	   3,979.64 
	
	Verizon Wireless
	     308.78 
	
	Farmers Union Oil
	   3,103.53 

	Workforce Safety
	   5,119.87 
	
	Aaron Phoenix
	       72.00 
	
	Kim Radermacher
	      300.00 

	
AmerPride Services
	        90.45 
	
	Inform Technology
	     259.94 
	
	Inform Technology
	      225.00 

	
Ferguson Waterworks
	      120.77 
	
	KSJB Radio
	     168.00 
	
	John Flynn Trucking
	      550.00 

	Mertz Lumber
	        32.06 
	
	
Ellendale Pharmacy
	       69.33 
	
	Mertz Construction
	  31,100.00 

	People Magazine
	      116.07 
	
	Team Laboratory
	     874.00 
	
	One Fulfillment
	      242.75 

	Farnam's Parts
	         7.88 
	
	Mahler's Variety
	       73.19 
	
	D. R. N.
	   2,409.45 

	AFLAC
	      175.35 
	
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]North Dakota Living
	   2,260.00 
	
	Radermacher Law
	      625.00 

	Oakes Ambulance
	        17.50 
	
	BCBS
	   6,348.60 
	
	Heart of America
	        15.00 

	Crabtree Insurance
	  12,869.00 
	
	Southside Deli
	       23.52 
	
	Thorpe Excavation
	   1,800.00 

	Chad's Electric
	      268.72 
	
	Postmaster (MV)
	       40.81 
	
	
	





____________________________________    __________________________________
Donald W Flaherty, Mayor				Candace Middlestead, City Auditor
 

(Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)

