[bookmark: _GoBack]Regular Meeting
City Council
December 9, 2019
5:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Thorpe called the regular monthly meeting to order at 5:30 PM with Council members Flaherty, Crabtree, Wadholm, Meidinger and Bauer present.

Absent: Denison.

City Employees present were:  Public Works Flynn, Police Chief Knutson, Attorney Kelly and Auditor Middlestead.

Others attending: Ken Smith, Dickey County Leader; W. Senger, Interstate Engineering; Jeff Peterson, Choice Bank; G. Crabtree, O.P.E.R.A.
  
Wade Senger, Interstate Engineering, was present to report on the hydrant replacement progress.  Naastad Brother’s estimate is $70,117 to replace 4 hydrants and $79,981.50 to replace 5 hydrants.  Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve the replacement of 5 hydrants at $79,981.50; USDA has approved using the remaining grant funds of about $70,000 for hydrants; City will need to be responsible for approximately $10,000.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.   The seeding/landscaping at the tower is the only unfinished item of the water tower project.   

Also discussed the sanitary and storm sewer televising and cleaning progress.  The contractor has been paid for 57% of completed project; with no new request for payment.  Additional work had been done after October, but 36% of sanitary sewers and 24% of storm sewers have not been cleaned, televised and have not received reports.  Project completion date was November 1, 2019, and final reports were to be submitted by November 15, 2019.  Due to duplicate files and reports the contractor will be re-submitting new data that is easier to follow and more complete.  The contractor has offered to give the City the scanned manhole data at no additional cost, and to re-televise any sewer mains with incomplete data in the spring at no additional cost.  

Senger left the meeting at 5:45 PM.

Jeff Peterson is now in attendance 5:45 PM.

Jeff Peterson, Choice Bank Manager, was present to discuss the empty lot owned by the City next to Choice Bank.  An ad will be placed in the paper inquiring public interest in the property and proposed plan of this property.

Peterson left meeting at 6:00 PM.

Grant Crabtree is now in attendance 6:00 PM.

Grant Crabtree stated O.P.E.R.A. Inc. is in the process of applying for a grant for handicap accessibility at the Opera House.  Motion by Flaherty, second by Wadholm, to pass a Resolution of Support of O.P.E.R.A. Inc. for the 2020 Tourism Main Street Expansion Grant.   All members present, aye.  Motion approved

Crabtree left the meeting at 6:10 PM.

Agenda additions:  None

Minutes: Motion by Wadholm, second by Crabtree, to approve the minutes of the regular council meeting on November 11, 2019; and the special council meetings on November 12, 2019 and November 27, 2019.   All members present, aye.  Motion approved.  

Operating statement:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the November operating statement as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.  

Bills:   Motion by Wadholm, second by Meidinger, to approve the bills as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Delinquent accounts: D. Moon, Coffee n Cream, Farmers Tractor Parts, L. Hagen, P. Stemen.  

Raffle Permits:  None

Police Chief Knutson was present to report on the police activity for the month of November.  The grant for the new computers has been approved and the computers should be here this week.  Police will be patrolling during the night of December 16th during the house moving at 
121  3rd St. N.

Chief Knutson left the meeting 6:30 PM.

Second Reading – Chapter 3, Section 3.0214 & 3.0215 Snow Parking Penalty:  Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve the change of the penalty to $25 per offense for parking violation during snow removal.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Discussed Ordinance #6.0104.1 – annual 2% increase for water and sewer fund for anticipated cost increases.  Council agreed to the 2% increase as set in ordinance.

Public Works Report:  PWS Flynn was present and reported on the activities in November.  

Building Permits:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the building permit for
D. Belgarde at 500 Main St to update exterior; approve permit for G. Mertz at 520  1st Ave S to update exterior; approve a building permit extension for 60 days for B. Fischer at 217  3rd St N.    Building permit for J. Bixby to move a storage building on to property at 8945 Hwy 11 was not approved until building is permanently attached to a foundation.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Liquor Licenses:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Flaherty, to approve the semi-annual liquor licenses for American Legion, Fireside, Granary, Corner Corral, Casey’s General and Pheasant Lanes.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Salary Discussion:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve a 4% wage increase for 2020 City Fulltime, Part-time and Ambulance employees as follows:  Auditor - $62,134.58; Police Chief - $59,215.50; Police Officer - $48,685.99; HOURLY:  Deputy Auditor - $21.13; Public Works Supervisor - $26.05; Public Works Employee - $20.07; Public Works Employee - $15.60; 
PART TIME: Inert Landfill/Recycle - $12.57; Cemetery - $12.32; Janitor – $11.21; Motor Vehicle - $14.37; Motor Vehicle - $12.83; AMBULANCE:  Ambulance Coordinator - $61,900.01; 24 hour Paramedic - $318.21 per shift; 24 hour AEMT - $209.36 per shift; 24 hour EMT - $184.23 per shift; 12 hour On Call driver - $20.24 per shift; Activated EMT Driver - $25.14 per hour; Activated CRP Driver - $20.25; Librarian - $9.34; Asst. Librarian - $7.92.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Abate Taxes – Walter Rithmiller estate: Motion by Flaherty, second by Crabtree, to approve the abatement of real estate taxes/special assessment on Lot 3 & 4, Block 1, Judd’s Addition to the City of Ellendale, Parcel #08462000.

FFA sign:  Mayor will contact FFA concerning sign.   

Correspondence:  none.
  
Next regular meeting will be January 13, 2020, at 5:30 PM.   

Mayor adjourned the meeting at 7:04 PM. 

Approved Bills: 

	Starion 
	   2,801.24 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	        575.00 
	
	 Dickey county 
	       80.40 

	 Farnam's Parts 
	      173.63 
	
	 Daniel Girard 
	          48.00 
	
	 BCBS 
	   9,271.46 

	 BCBS 
	      569.20 
	
	 One Call Concepts 
	          18.00 
	
	 ND Dept of Health 
	       32.00 

	
Dakota Supply Group 
	      133.93 
	
	 Dickey County Hwy 
	        400.00 
	
	 Environmental Quality 
	     116.52 

	 VISA 
	      395.35 
	
	 Physio-Control Inc. 
	          21.00 
	
	 Matheson Tri-Gas 
	       18.41 

	 M. D. U. 
	   3,792.50 
	
	 Z's Fresh Market 
	    50,000.00 
	
	 James Monroe 
	       30.00 

	 
Michael Merkel 
	       45.38 
	
	 Kevin Nelson 
	          14.97 
	
	 City Council 
	     409.17 

	 Mayor 
	      277.05 
	
	 City Employees 
	    24,230.11 
	
	 Ambulance Employees 
	 10,996.89 

	 Thorpe Excavating 
	   6,161.25 
	
	 Postmaster  
	        170.52 
	
	 Dickey County Leader 
	     632.36 

	 Gov Office 
	      550.00 
	
	 AFLAC 
	        224.95 
	
	 M. D. U. 
	   2,947.82 

	 Verizon Wireless 
	      263.03 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	     2,012.97 
	
	 Waste Management 
	   2,289.84 

	 Electric Pump 
	   1,100.00 
	
	 Blue 360 Media 
	          70.75 
	
	 Todd Flynn 
	       79.00 

	
 I.R.S. - Payroll Taxes 
	 10,124.32 
	
	 SE Water Users 
	      14,000.00 
	
	 Crossroads Advisors 
	   3,075.00 

	 
Kimberly Radermacher 
	      600.00 
	
	 Computer Express 
	     3,858.00 
	
	 ND PERS 
	   5,567.96 

	 
One Call Concepts 
	         4.25 
	
	 Municipal Academy 
	          80.00 
	
	 Ellendale True Value 
	     150.73 

	 Uniform Center 
	       87.98 
	
	 
Mertz Lumber/Supply 
	            4.49 
	
	 Farnam's Parts 
	     373.93 

	 City of Fargo 
	       28.00 
	
	 The Plumber 
	          85.89 
	
	 
Information Technology 
	     287.09 

	 D. R. N. 
	   1,035.34 
	
	 Deere Credit, Inc. 
	        179.95 
	
	 James Eberle 
	       66.00 

	 Farmers Union Oil 
	   2,606.10 
	
	 Farmers Union Oil 
	     1,770.10 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 _____________________________________ 
	 ___________________________________________ 

	 Matt Thorpe, Mayor 
	
	
	
	 Candace Middlestead, City Auditor 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                        (Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)
	




