Regular Meeting
City Council
December 14, 2015
5:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Thorpe called the meeting to order at 5:31 PM with Council members Belmore, Ulmer, Schilling, Reis, and Fuher present.

Absent: Maunu and R. Johnson, Representing Dickey County Leader
 
City Employees present were: Police Chief Knutson, Attorney Kelly, and Public Works Director Todd Flynn.

Also present: N. Podoll and B. Kiser, NDSU – Dickey County Extension; T. Hanson, Representing Prince of Peace.

Agenda additions: Pledge reports; Landlord/tenant discussion; discuss auditor/financial consultant.

Minutes: Motion by Reis, second by Ulmer, to approve the minutes of the November 9, 2015 Regular Council meeting and the November 3rd Special Council meeting.   All members present, aye.  Motion approved.    

Nicholas Podoll and Breana Kiser, Dickey County Extension & 4-H agents presented information about an application for a Community Orchard Grant.  This would be a great tool to educate the youth, support Applefest and could be shared by the community.   Motion by Schilling, second by Ulmer, to submit a letter of support for the Community Orchard Grant.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Operating statement:  Motion by Reis, second by Schilling, to approve operating statement as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Transfer Funds:  No funds will be transferred at this time.  

Discussed letter to USDA for application for funding of water tower.  Motion by Schilling, second by Belmore, to approve by Resolution a plan to disburse surcharge funds for scheduled projects.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.  Motion by Schilling, second by Belmore, to approve the Mayor and Auditor to address USDA letter as needed.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Bills:   Motion by Reis, second by Schilling, to approve the bills as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Delinquent accounts: K. Beeter, Farmers Tractor Parts, T. Browning, J. Martin and J. Sitts.

Raffle Permits:  Motion by Fuher, second by Reis, to approve raffle permit for Ellendale Music Boosters.    All members present, aye.  Motion approved. 

Prince of Peace – Chickens:  Discussion held regarding chickens at Prince of Peace.  Therapeutic benefit to the residents and possible partnering with youth for intergenerational support were reasons given to have a trial period.  Motion by Reis, second by Fuher, to approve by Resolution the Facility to have no more than 30 live female chickens for a trial period of no more than nine months beginning December 14, 2015.  Roll call vote: Reis – Yes; Schilling – Yes; Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Fuher – Yes; Maunu – Absent.  Motion approved.  

Police Chief Knutson reported on the police activity for the month of November.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]281 Parking – City does not have authorization from NDDOT to place limited parking signs along Hwy 281, discussion will be held with business owners to alleviate the situation.    

Public Works Report:  Flynn discussed the monthly jobs completed in November.  

Ellendale Acres:  Reis reported the possibilities of attending the Home Builders Association show in Aberdeen this spring to market the availability of these lots.  Also discussed a professional realtor to list this property.  

Liquor Licenses:  Motion by Fuher, second by Schilling, to approve the semiannual liquor licenses for American Legion, Fireside, Granary, Corner Corral and Pheasant Lanes.  Roll call vote:  Schilling – Yes, Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Fuher – Yes; Reis – Yes; Maunu – Absent.  Motion Approved.  

Building Inspector Report:  No report this month.  

Building Permits:  Motion by Schilling, second by Reis, to approve the permit for B. Wise – Kitchen and basement remodel; Nazarene Parsonage - windows.   All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Discussed getting back on track with properties that are in need of repair.  Mayor Thorpe will work on a list for next meeting.  Auditor will contact B.  Fischer for update of building.

Speed limit signs: Attorney Kelly will forward information found under state statute. Council member Fuher will discuss findings with School administration and discussion will continue at January meeting.  Motion from November meeting will remain to be tabled to January meeting.

Main St. Properties:  A bill for $150 will be sent to Gackle to clean up broken window glass.

Motion by Reis, second by Fuher, to abate special assessment taxes for Lot 16, 1st Subdivision of Outlot A to Judd’s Addition to Ellendale (63  6th St. N.).  Roll call vote:  Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Fuher – Yes; Reis – Yes; Schilling – Yes; Maunu – Absent.  Motion approved.

Salary Evaluation:  Evaluations are in the process of being completed and will be used as a tool for next year’s salary increase.  Motion by Fuher, second by Schilling to approve a 5% wage increase for 2015 Fulltime, Part-time and Ambulance employees as follows: 
Auditor - $49,587.20; Police Chief - $47,257.60; Police Officer - $38,854.40; HOURLY – Deputy Auditor - $14.86; Public Works Supervisor - $20.79; Public Works Employee - $15.77; Public Works Employee - $12.83; PART TIME: Inert Landfill/Recycle - $10.03; Cemetery - $9.83; Janitor – $8.95; Motor Vehicle - $11.47; Motor Vehicle - $10.24 Librarian - $8.14; Asst. Librarian - $8.36; Asst. Librarian - $7.92; AMBULANCE – Ambulance Coordinator - $49,400; 24 hour EMT-P - $253.95 per shift; 24 hour EMT-I - $167.08 per shift; 24 hour EMT-B - $147.03 per shift; 12 hour On Call driver - $16.16 per shift; Activated EMT Driver - $20.06 per hour; Activated CRP Driver - $16.16; Roll call vote:  Ulmer – Yes; Fuher – Yes; Reis – Yes; Schilling – Yes; Belmore – Yes; Maunu – Absent.  Motion approved.

Motion by Schilling, second by Ulmer, to reimburse Library for 2015 postage cost of $218.44.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Fire Hall Roof: No new information. 

Discuss Rate Increase:  Continued discussion on future rate increase.  Auditor mentioned a perpetual utility bill increase to help regulate the annual cost of inflation.  Application with USDA RD has been started for funding of the water tower.   

Discussed the possibility to hire someone to help with financial advising.  Further discussion will be held.

Pledge reports were received from Starion Financial; Choice Financial and Dakota Plains Credit Union.

Discussed landlord/tenant situation and determined delinquent customers typically are not allowed to open a second account until current.  

Next meeting will be January 11th at 5:30 PM.  

Mayor motioned to adjourn meeting at 9:18 PM. 

Approved Bills:

	Ellendale Chamber
	    2,000.00 
	
	One Fulfillment
	        60.76 
	
	Matheson Tri-Gas
	          24.78 

	BCBS
	    7,236.10 
	
	VISA
	      595.09 
	
	
BoundTree Medical
	        180.99 

	
ND US Hwy Assn.
	         50.00 
	
	Service Maid
	      100.00 
	
	M.D.U.
	     1,682.60 

	
Thorpe Excavating
	    2,018.73 
	
	Waste Mgmt
	   2,159.49 
	
	Char's Food Pride
	            9.99 

	County Recorder
	         13.00 
	
	
Ellendale Pharmacy
	          5.79 
	
	Dickey Co. Leader
	        406.06 

	
Jones & Kelly, Atty.
	       630.00 
	
	Postmaster
	        70.55 
	
	Ellendale Chamber
	        265.00 

	City Council
	       415.56 
	
	City Employees
	  19,813.81 
	
	Mayor
	        277.05 

	Amb Employees
	    9,212.52 
	
	
Thorpe Excavating
	   5,493.22 
	
	Interstate Engineering
	   10,487.39 

	
Strata Corporation
	  231,278.31 
	
	M.D.U.
	   3,167.33 
	
	Municipal Academy
	          25.00 

	
Ellendale Pharmacy
	         29.10 
	
	Tom Ulmer
	      300.00 
	
	Seyer Plumbing
	        630.00 

	EcoLab 
	       144.38 
	
	John Deere 
	        21.93 
	
	
Waste Management
	        856.91 

	
Thorpe Excavating
	       812.78 
	
	Electric Pump
	   1,100.00 
	
	Postmaster
	        179.95 

	
I.R.S.-Payroll taxes
	    8,975.09 
	
	Crossroads Advisors
	   3,000.00 
	
	Kim Radermacher
	        800.00 

	ND PERS
	    4,248.69 
	
	SE Water Users
	  13,000.00 
	
	Port Board
	          45.00 

	Brad Knutson
	         60.00 
	
	VISA
	      255.25 
	
	City of Fargo
	          28.00 

	One Fulfillment
	         52.92 
	
	Fireside Restaurant
	      325.00 
	
	Retzlaff Trucking
	        450.00 

	Char's Food Pride
	         23.35 
	
	Information Tech.
	      269.95 
	
	AFLAC
	        215.52 

	Heart of America
	       570.00 
	
	Farnam's Parts
	      590.70 
	
	Mertz Lumber
	        127.87 

	Dickey Co. Hwy.
	         48.00 
	
	AmeriPride 
	        65.73 
	
	
Jones & Kelly, Atty.
	        910.00 

	
Waste Management
	    1,694.52 
	
	Thorpe Excavating
	   1,608.55 
	
	Verizon Wireless
	        320.80 

	
Farmers Union Oil 
	    1,963.58 
	
	
Uniform Center
	      229.96 
	
	
Thorpe Excavating
	        402.50 

	281 Repair
	       125.00 
	
	Computer Express
	        39.97 
	
	Mahler's Variety
	          34.59 

	
One Call Concepts
	           4.40 
	
	A & B Business
	      237.38 
	
	Unique Automotive
	        192.50 

	
BoundTree Medical
	       332.63 
	
	Ellendale True Value
	      275.68 
	
	Brenda's Grooming
	     4,036.00 

	Chad's Electric
	       188.41 
	
	
	
	
	
	





_____________________________                                __________________________________
Matt Thorpe,						     Candace Middlestead, 
Mayor							     City Auditor 

(Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)

