Regular Meeting
City Council
December 10, 2018
6:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Thorpe called the regular monthly meeting to order at 6:30 PM with Council members Flaherty, Wadholm, Denison, Bauer and Meidinger present.

Absent:  None.

City Employees present were:  Police Chief Knutson, Public Works Director Flynn, Attorney Kelly and Auditor Middlestead. 

Others attending:  W. Senger, Interstate Engineering; J. Billey, C. Jongerius.  R. Johnson, Dickey County Leader was not in attendance.   

Wade Senger with Interstate Engineering presented a monthly report.   The work to be completed includes: finishing booster station controls, training and wire transducer. Naastad Brothers requested final payment; total amount owed is $15,754.57; however, $1,500 retainage will be held for repair of value stem.   Motion by Wadholm, second by Meidinger, to approve the Water System Improvement Dist. #17-01 PE #9 for Naastad Brothers in the amount of $14,254.57, contingent on the approval of USDA. This will leave a balance of $1,500 to repair  value stem.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  

City Engineer Senger discussed information he gathered concerning the start of a sewer and street project.  The City’s Capital Improvement Plan that was completed in 2014, stated sewer pipes were updated in the 1950’s and a street project was done in 2008.  The approximate cost to televise the sewer/storm water mains would be $132,000.   The cost to complete these types of projects in cities comparable in population was approximately $5 million dollars; with very few grant dollars for streets.  Shovel ready projects do get priority.  Motion by Denison, second by Flaherty, to have Interstate Engineering develop an engineering agreement to develop a project scope for televising the sanitary sewers and investigate the additional storm water sewer areas that were identified this fall.  Roll call vote:  Denison – Yes; Bauer – Yes; Meidinger – Yes; Wadholm – Yes; Flaherty – Yes.  Motion approved.  

Senger left the meeting.

Senior Center/Motor Vehicle:  Discussed the possibility of space to house motor vehicle.  More information will be gathered and discussed at the January meeting.  
   
Nuisance Properties:  Bland – 304 3rd Ave SW – removal started this week.   Chris Bauer – 504 1st St S – various concerns were discussed on remaining items; Farthing – 209 1st St N – council is not satisfied with remaining conditions of property; another violation letter will be delivered addressing the concerns.  

Agenda additions:  odor from old grain; remaining real estate tax amount on Fargo Assembly property; approve event permit for American Legion; sidewalk snow removal.

Minutes: Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve the minutes of the regular council meeting on November 12, 2018, and special council meeting November 26, 2018.   All members, aye.  Motion approved. 

Operating statement:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Denison, to approve the November operating statement as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  

Transfer: Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger to approve the transfer of $40,000 from the Ambulance fund to the Ambulance Replacement fund.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Discussed Ordinance #6.0104.1 – annual 2% increase for water and sewer fund for anticipated cost increases.  Council agreed to the 2% increase as set in ordinance.

Amend 2019 water fund budget: Motion by Flaherty, second by Denison, to approve the amended 2019 water fund (501), and include line item for short-lived asset reserve.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Bills:   Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the bills as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Delinquent accounts: J. Bailey, C. Bauer, T. Blondo, T. Browning, A. Garcia, S. Green, L. Hagen, 
M. Herman, S. Houser, J. Kienow, M. Masset, A. Morgan, L. Peterson, Rithmiller Accounting, 
W. Rithmiller, T. Spitzer, D. Stebner, B. Taylor, and Taylor Roofing.

Raffle Permits:  Motion by Flaherty, second by Denison, to approve the raffle permits for OPERA Inc. All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Motion by Meidinger, second by Flaherty, to approve the appointment of Vicky Crabtree as a library board member.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Liquor Licenses:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Flaherty, to approve the semiannual liquor licenses for American Legion; Pheasant Lanes; Harvest Inn/The Granary; Casey’s General; Corner Corral; Fireside Family Restaurant and Tosie’s Market.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Alcohol Beverage Event Permit: Motion by Flaherty, second by Denison, to approve the alcohol beverage event permit for American Legion for December 31, 2018-January 1, 2019, to transfer to The OPERA House Gala.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Discussed the request of liquor licenses for DC Fair Board.  More information will be needed.

Abate Taxes – Al Peterson: Motion by Flaherty, second by Wadholm, to approve the abatement of real estate taxes/special assessment on Lot 11, Block 29, First Addition to the City of Ellendale, Parcel #08059000.

Police Chief Knutson was present to report on the police activity for the month of November.   Chief Knutson stated the current Tasers the department has are becoming obsolete and will need to be replaced soon.  Motion by Denison, second by Meidinger, to approve the purchase of 2 - X2 Tasers for approximately $3,000.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Public Works Report:  PWD Flynn reported on the monthly jobs completed in November.     

Building Permits:  Motion by Denison, second by Flaherty, to approve the building permit for 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Patricia Brandenburger to replace bathroom at 301 4th St S; approve a building permit for Gerald Walsh to remodel existing house and add garage and living space at 301  3rd St S; approve building permit for Chad Pederson to rebuild garage at 316  3rd St S .  All members, aye.  Motion approved. 

UB Charge by parcel:  After discussion council decided to recommend billing remain as is and removal of fees will be done on a case by case basis; authorizing the City Auditor to make decisions.  Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve the removal of utility bill fees be done on a case by case basis; dependent on the level of habitation of the property; and authorizing City Auditor the decision making ability. All members, aye.  Motion Approved.  

Employee Evaluations/Salary Increase:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Flaherty, to approve a salary increase of 5%.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Discussed the nuisance of the rotten grain smell. Will contact other cities to see if they have suggestions.

Fargo Assembly real estate taxes:  Motion by Denison, second by Meidinger, to approve the City paying Dickey County taxes of $2,032.49 from the lease/rent payment received from Fargo Assembly.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Correspondence:  Mayor Thorpe and Council Member Flaherty reported the Legislative Biennium meeting was very good.  
  
Next regular meeting will be January 14, 2019, at 6:30 PM. 

Mayor adjourned the meeting at 9:50 PM. 

Approved bills: 
	Ross Merkel 
	       24.00 
	
	VISA
	601.49
	
	Thorpe Excavating
	     1,460.00 

	ND Insurance Dept
	956.53
	
	Physio-Control Inc.
	         21.00 
	
	AFLAC
	        415.40 

	 Computer Express 
	      130.00 
	
	 Brittney Bain 
	         92.21 
	
	 Minitex 
	        621.00 

	 
Metro-Billing Services 
	      336.00 
	
	 Menards-Aberdeen 
	         52.00 
	
	 John Deere 
	         11.94 

	 RDO Equipment 
	      956.25 
	
	
Farmers Union Oil Co. 
	    3,228.26 
	
	 BCBS 
	     7,911.02 

	 Chad's Electric 
	      313.30 
	
	 D.R.N. 
	    1,013.46 
	
	 M.D.U. 
	     2,605.47 

	
Interstate Engineering 
	 21,959.73 
	
	 City Council 
	       341.16 
	
	 Mayor 
	        277.05 

	 City Employees 
	 22,050.00 
	
	 Amb Employees 
	  10,359.30 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	     6,024.82 

	 ND WPCC 
	       75.00 
	
	 Postmaster 
	       171.64 
	
	
Dickey County Leader 
	        336.80 

	Crossroads Advisors 
	   3,075.00 
	
	 Kim Radermacher 
	       800.00 
	
	 SE Water Users 
	   14,000.00 

	 Quill.com 
	      322.05 
	
	 Overhead Door 
	       375.00 
	
	 Verizon Wireless 
	        277.73 

	 M. D. U. 
	   4,216.12 
	
	
Ellendale True Value 
	         93.96 
	
	 Tosie’s Market 
	         24.16 

	 Jones & Kelly, Attys. 
	      840.00 
	
	Dickey Co Recorder 
	         20.00 
	
	 I.R.S. - Payroll taxes 
	     9,562.81 

	 ND PERS 
	   4,625.68 
	
	 Candace Middlestead 
	         78.08 
	
	 Todd Flynn 
	         10.50 
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