Regular Meeting
City Council
November 12, 2018
6:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Thorpe called the regular monthly meeting to order at 6:30 PM with Council members Flaherty, Wadholm, Denison, Bauer and Meidinger present.

Absent:  None.

City Employees present were:  Police Chief Knutson, Public Works Director Flynn, Attorney Kelly and Auditor Middlestead. 

Others attending:  W. Senger, Interstate Engineering; Harold Rotunda, CPA; C. Bauer and Mickey Thorpe.  R. Johnson, Dickey County Leader was not in attendance.   

Wade Senger with Interstate Engineering presented a monthly report.   There is small punch list of items remaining to be done.  Motion by Wadholm, second by Meidinger, to approve the Water System Improvement Dist. #17-01 PE #12 for Maguire Iron for sidewalks, fence and tank demolition in the amount of $40,273.40, contingent on the approval of USDA.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  

Motion by Denison, second by Flaherty, to approve the Water System Improvement Dist. #17-01 Change Order #4 to Maguire Iron for revised cost of the pressure transducer at the water plant in the amount of $3,996.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Discussed the remaining balance of approximately $73,000 of the USDA grant.  Past discussion of items to purchase with the remaining balance include: a GPS/locator system, replace more fire hydrants and the special assessment software.   Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to purchase the GPS/Locator system in the amount of $3,629.94.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Senger left the meeting at 6:52 PM.

CPA Rotunda was in attendance to discuss the financial health of the city.  Discussed doing services vs the cost to do additional services and when to start charging for those services. 

Rotunda left the meeting at 7:20 PM and Chris Bauer is now in attendance.   

Nuisance Properties:  Bland – 304 3rd Ave SW – PWD Flynn will contact Gahner Sanitation and Thorpe Excavating to get started on the removal.   Chris Bauer – 504  1st St S – the remaining items in the yard will be removed by the end of this week.  B. Hagen - 416 Main St. – vehicles were removed and yard appears to be in better condition; Farthing – 209 1st St N – was not in attendance; violation letter that was delivered in August states the nuisance conditions that needed remedying and consequences if not done by the deadline.  PWD Flynn should start process of clean up.

Agenda additions:  None.

Minutes: Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting on October 8, 2018.   All members, aye.  Motion approved. 

Operating statement:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the October operating statement as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  

Bills:   Motion by Meidinger, second by Flaherty, to approve the bills as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Delinquent accounts:  T. Blondo, T. Pies, and A. Taylor.

Raffle Permits:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Denison, to approve the raffle permits for Ellendale Post Prom and Evergreen Place/Prince of Peace. All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Police Chief Knutson was present to report on the police activity for the month of October.  

Radermacher Building Lease:  The lease between Radermacher and City which houses Motor Vehicle, Job Development Authority director and Chamber of Commerce expires February, 2019.   Motion by Denison, second by Meidinger, to notify Radermacher the City is interested in extending the lease for 6 month beginning February 1, 2019, but is not interested in the purchase option.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Public Works Report:  PWD Flynn reported on the monthly jobs completed in October.  City Engineer Senger and PWD Flynn discussed a possible storm sewer drainage remedy due to the 281 highway repair planned for 2019.    

Building Permits:  Motion by Wadholm, second by Denison, to approve the building permit for 
R. & V. Hack to replace windows at 312 N 6th St; approve a building permit for St Helena’s Catholic Church to demo a garage and construct new at 421  2nd St N; approve building permit for Reif Rentals to replace windows, siding, fascia and soffit at 308 2nd Ave S; approve the building demo for Diemert Professional Bldg at 212  1st Ave S; approve the permit for M. Johnson for installation of 2 egress windows and repair water damage at 323  4th Ave N.  All members, aye.  Motion approved. 

Flaherty presented the information on a property tax exemption for 2019-2020 on a new residential property construction for J. & J. Ulmer at 611  5th St N.

Employee evaluations/Handbook:  Discussed a meeting time for employee evaluations.  Updating the city handbook was discussed.  

Motion by Flaherty, second by Wadholm, to approve the appointment of Judy Wedell for 3 years and Jerrod Lematta 2 years to the Ellendale Job Authority.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Mertz Lumber has been in contact about the roof repair at the Senior Center and should have numbers to the Council by next meeting.

UB Charge by parcel:  A special meeting will be held on November 26th at 5:30 PM to discuss.

Vacation Hearing: Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve vacating the streets lying directly between Block 25 & 26, Blk 26 & 27, Block 27 & 28 and all alleys within Blocks 26, 27 & 28 in Ellendale Land Company Addition. All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Outside City Limits: water billing increase for water tower.  Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to increase the outside of city limits water users by $17.50 beginning January 1, 2019, to cover the water tower replacement.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

BNSF Property:  The City received a response from the BNSF for the purchase of all of the railroad property within the city limits.  In the real estate purchase and sale agreement a total purchase price of $282,000 was requested.  Attorney Kelly will respond that the City was not interested in purchasing for this price at this time.  

MDU contacted the City concerning a street light replacement project beginning in 2019.  The lights that will be replaced are a mercury vapor and/or sodium vapor light that have become obsolete.  The new lights will be replaced with an energy efficient LED light.  Motion by Wadholm, second by Flaherty, to approve the signing of the new MDU lighting replacement contract.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Delinquent Account Rate Increase:  Motion by Denison second by Flaherty to approve an increase to the late charge on the Utility bill in 2019 from $1.00/1% to $5.00/1.5%.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Correspondence:  November 15th – Main St. Initiative meeting; December 5th – Legislative Workshop in Bismarck.

 Special Meeting to discuss UB charge by parcel will be November 26, 2018 at 5:30 PM.
  
Next regular meeting will be December 10, 2018, at 6:30 PM. 

Mayor adjourned the meeting at 9:45 PM. 

Approved bills:

	Gloria Rowerdink 
	   1,075.01 
	
	Alexius Thorpe
	450
	
	Waste Management
	     2,282.20 

	Thorpe Excavating
	2116.31
	
	AmeriPride Services
	88.34
	
	Jones & Kelly, Attys
	        420.00 

	BCBS
	8105.15
	
	MinnKota Services
	       356.00 
	
	ND Chemistry Lab
	        447.26 

	ND Rural Water
	      637.20 
	
	VISA
	    1,332.47 
	
	Tosie's Market
	           7.05 

	One Call Concepts
	       10.80 
	
	Information Tech
	       287.09 
	
	
Farmers Union Oil Co.
	     1,257.01 

	Matheson Tri-Gas
	       14.70 
	
	D. R. N.
	    1,005.27 
	
	A & B Business
	         46.66 

	VISA
	      123.32 
	
	
Interstate Engineering
	       405.00 
	
	Dickey County Leader
	        185.40 

	L & M Contractors
	   1,000.00 
	
	M. D. U.
	       803.41 
	
	Dakota Electronics
	         19.00 

	Maguire Iron Inc
	 93,623.92 
	
	Naastad Brothers
	  50,508.65 
	
	Dakota Electronics
	        678.15 

	
Interstate Engineering
	   9,571.40 
	
	Jones & Kelly, Attys
	    4,270.00 
	
	Post Board
	         45.00 

	Ellendale Park Board
	   5,136.39 
	
	Rebekah Scallon
	         42.92 
	
	City Employees
	   23,693.95 

	Amb Employees
	   9,942.93 
	
	Mayor
	       277.05 
	
	City Council
	        341.50 

	Postmaster
	      169.40 
	
	
Ellendale Foundation
	       600.00 
	
	John Deere
	         13.76 

	Thorpe Excavating
	   5,000.00 
	
	
Municpal Gov Academy
	         30.00 
	
	Wells Fargo Corp Trust
	     2,485.00 

	Computer Express
	      911.49 
	
	281 Repair
	            66.70 
	
	Verizon Wireless
	        277.73 

	M. D. U.
	   4,025.58 
	
	Dakota Supply
	          287.57 
	
	I.R.S. - Payroll Taxes
	     9,893.12 

	Brad Knutson
	       70.00 
	
	Kim Radermacher
	       800.00 
	
	Crossroads Advisors
	     3,075.00 

	SE Water Users
	 14,000.00 
	
	
Ellendale True Value
	       938.68 
	
	ND PERS
	     4,822.75 

	ND League of Cities
	      360.00 
	
	Information Tech
	       287.09 
	
	Farnam's Parts
	         10.98 

	City of Fargo
	       28.00 
	
	Simek Refrigeration
	       150.00 
	
	One Call Concepts
	         14.40 

	Keney Krein
	   1,327.50 
	
	
Lonski's Stump Grind
	       300.00 
	
	A & B Business
	         39.12 

	RDO Equipment Co.
	   4,854.94 
	
	AmeriPride Services
	         85.94 
	
	Matheson Tri-Gas
	         15.19 

	ATCO International
	      112.00 
	
	Waste Management
	    1,979.87 
	
	Thorpe Excavating
	     1,848.39 

	ND PERS
	   4,789.33 
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