Regular Meeting
City Council
November 11, 2019
5:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Thorpe called the regular monthly meeting to order at 5:30 PM with Council members Flaherty, Crabtree, Wadholm, Meidinger, and Denison present.

Absent: Bauer.

City Employees present were:  Public Works Flynn, Police Chief Knutson, Police Officer Van Zee, Attorney Kelly and Auditor Middlestead.

Others attending: Dickey County Leader was not present; W Senger, Interstate Engineering; C Carruth and K Schimke, DRN CEO.  
  

Wade Senger, Interstate Engineering, was present to report on the sanitary and storm sewer televising and cleaning progress.  Senger presented a map of all the city sewer mains color coded according to the degree of repair/replacement needed.  There are some areas of the city that did not get completed, but are planned to be done in the spring.  Until all of the mains are completed and the final televised report is studied a rough estimate of the cost to repair the sanitary sewer was $2,225,000; and the storm sewer was $550,000.  Discussed repairing several locations with smaller fixes and obstructions prior to the major project could be less expensive.  

Senger will report to the next meeting with estimates by priority.  USDA RD loans/grants would be eligible for sewer projects but not for street projects.  Senger also reminded the council there are no trenchless companies in ND, job estimates will cost more due to the distance needed to travel and possible job size. 

Senger left the meeting at 6:00pm.

BP - Carruth - Motion by Meidinger, second by Flaherty to approve the building permit to move the house at 121 3rd St N out of town, pending all taxes and special assessments paid prior to the move.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.    

DRN – Zoning:  DRN CEO Schimke was present to request a zoning change to Lot 2, Block 1 and Lot 1, Block 2 in Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative Addition Re-plat of Block 1 of Third Addition to the City of Ellendale ND.  Presently DRT Addition is zoned commercial; requesting a change to Agricultural to create a “Smart Farm” and demonstrate the use of technology to monitor crop growth; and possible other technological uses in the future.  Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger to approve the application for an Agricultural Use Permit to “DRN” located at Lot 2, Block 1 and Lot 1, Block 2 in Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative Addition Re-plat of Block 1 of Third Addition to the City of Ellendale ND.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.     

Schimke left the meeting at 6:05pm.  

Agenda additions:  American Legion special event permit.

Minutes: Motion by Meidinger, second by Crabtree, to approve the minutes of the regular council meeting on October 14, 2019; and the special council meeting October 30, 2019.   All members present, aye.  Motion approved.  

Operating statement:  Motion by Denison, second by Wadholm, to approve the October operating statement as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.  

Bills:   Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the bills as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Delinquent accounts: Coffee n Cream, Farmers Tractor Parts, M Herman, M Rohrbach, P Stemen, V Stone, D Tressel.  

Raffle Permits:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Crabtree, to approve a raffle permit for American Legion Auxiliary; and approve the special event permit for Firemen’s Chili Cook-off at the American Legion on January 12, 2020.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved. 


Police Office Van Zee was present to discuss the on duty/on call hours worked during Chief Knutson’s medical leave.  Motion by Denison, second by Flaherty to increase Police Officer Van Zee salary not to exceed $6,000 for hours worked for 30 days.  All members present, naye.  Motion denied.  Motion by Denison, second by Flaherty to increase Police Officer Van Zee salary due to Chief Knutson’s medical leave; the total amount of $5,508.00 will be disbursed at $918 per month over the next 6 months effective November 1, 2019 ending April 30, 2020.    All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Police Chief Knutson was present to report on the police activity for the month of October.  Chief Knutson plans to return to work fulltime November 23rd.  

Chief Knutson and Officer Van Zee left the meeting 7:05pm.

Public Works Report:  PWS Flynn was present and reported on the activities in October.  Continued discussion on the over growth of vegetation in the alley right of way.  

Building Permits:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Flaherty, to approve the building permit for
C Middlestead at 412 7th St N to replace patio door and update basement; approve permit for T Denison at 220 4th St S to install a fence for dog; approve a building permit for J Elliott at 512 3rd Ave N to add a dormer on the north roof; approve a building permit for D Kendall at 316 1st Ave S to install new windows and doors; to approve a building permit for J Boekelheide at 401 Main St to construct a 3 stall garage.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved. 

First Reading – Chapter 3, Section 3.0214 & 3.0215 Snow Parking Penalty:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Flaherty to approve the change of the penalty to $25 per offense for parking violation during snow removal.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

FFA sign:  Council consensus was favorable, but further information will be needed for next meeting.   

Motor vehicle office should be completed soon.

Computer replacement:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Denison to approve the purchase of computer hardware to not exceed $5,500.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger to approve following the DC Courthouse Christmas holiday closing schedule.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussed the advertisement of City owned properties. Auditor will create advertisements. 

Correspondence:  none.
  
Next regular meeting will be December 9, 2019, at 5:30 PM.   

Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:05 PM. 

Approved Bills: 

