Regular Meeting
City Council
October 14, 2013
5:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Flaherty called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM with Council members Ulmer, Schilling, Belmore, Pahl and Reis present.
 
Absent: Maunu.
 
City Employees present were: City Attorney K Radermacher, City Foreman Flynn and Police Chief Frannea.
 
Also present: Johnson, representing Dickey County Leader, Doug Muckey and Aaron Tschosik.

Agenda changes:  Ordinance First Readings, Masonic Lodge utility bill and Utility Billing Ordinance discussion tabled. Added JDA appointments, Acceptance Letter for 2013 Slurry Seal project on US 281 through Ellendale and appoint Renaissance Zone committee. R Johnson, DC Leader Editor, stated information is needed to inform the community about the Family Dollar Store.  Mayor Flaherty stated that Don Frye is working with Delta T Development to put together a press release giving more information about Family Dollar coming to Ellendale and hope to have that to the Leader within the next few weeks.

Minutes: Motion by Belmore, second by Ulmer to approve the minutes as corrected from the September 9th council meeting.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.
 
Operating statement: Motion by Schilling, second by Reis to approve operating statement as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.
 
Bills:  Motion by Pahl, second by Schilling to approve the bills as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.
 
Delinquent accounts:  None.
 
Building Permits:  Motion by Schilling, second by Pahl to approve building permits for:  R Johnson, R Young, K Rithmiller, J Johnston/Harvest Gardens, T Schilling, Farmers Union Oil, D Muckey, M Thielges, W Blumhardt.   All members present, aye.   Motion approved.  

Motion by Pahl, second by Reis, to approve building permit for D Stebner pending dimensions of doublewide; plans to attach the house; and placement of house on property are in compliance with Ordinance.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Marlow fence – Mayor met with the Marlow’s and Boekelheide to negotiate a plan for the fence.  The fence is approximately 3 to 4’ from the property line and has been angled to allow better visibility.  Motion to approve fence permit to the Marlow’s by Schilling, second by Belmore.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Raffle Permits:  Motion by Reis, second by Schilling to approve Ellendale Chamber of Commerce bingo permit and Ellendale Post Prom calendar raffle permit.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

City Foreman Flynn gave a report to the Council on some of the September projects, including sewer cleaning, getting recycled materials sold, repaired street sweeper, tree removal.  October projects include flushing hydrants, finish sewer cleaning and continue residential installation of new water meters.  The south landfill has been pushed up; City may need to find a way to recycle the concrete.  Mr. Muckey said he may be interested in this project.

Rekow Impound Contract – Motion by Reis, second by Schilling to approve the Rekow Impound Contract.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.  

Attorney Radermacher left the meeting.

Chief Frannea reported on the police activity for the month of September.  Mayor Flaherty has sent a request to ND DOT to approve the installation of a flashing Stop sign on the intersection of HWY 281 and Main St.  

Due to more Ordinance changes/amendments needed than the law enforcement changes that were discussed by Police Chief Frannea in September, Attorney Radermacher and Mayor Flaherty suggested setting up a committee of Council members. Schilling, Belmore and Mayor Flaherty to discuss and bring the revisions to the next council meeting for a 1st Reading.  

Building Inspector Report: Kassa was not present but sent a written report: 104 2nd St S – Dangerous Building Notice has been sent to V. A., but no response.  Building permit was received from Rithmiller.  BI met with Council members Reis and Ulmer on updating the building permit, revisions to be ready for next meeting.  Wickstrom 521 Main St – has an ad in the DC Leader to sell the house and remove it from this location.  Ruenz – has not received any word on the progress of this property.  Working on September building permits.  

Wickstrom Properties (521 Main St) - Todd Holland, sent correspondence for Wickstrom stating she will cancel the planned demolition of this building for November 7, 2013 and has elected to advertise the house for sale to be removed to the location.  It was discussed to find out if the house is sold and will it be moved before winter; or should the City proceed with the Dangerous Building” notice. Council felt house must be moved or destroyed by November 9, 2013.

6:00 PM - Ruenz (78 Main St.)  Jeanette called and stated the building has been sold.  Don Frye has had conversations with Mr. Gackle about his intent to restore this building, but Gackle has not gotten all the final estimates on costs.  Council would like to have a letter stating a preliminary timeline and plan by next meeting.  

Auditor will place ads in paper to request bids to demolish the Kosel Building (82 Main); B & L Bar building (71 Main) and a joint demolition bid with Tschosik building (86 Main).

Motion by Belmore second by Reis to approve “Notice of Condemnation” to be sent to VA concerning house located at 104 2nd St S.  Request will state 30 days to remove or City will demolish and cost will be assessed to property.  All members present, aye. Motion approved.

Motor Vehicle Office – Dianne Billey and Larry Davis have been hired for the Customer Service Representatives.  Training will be in November.  Motor Vehicle will continue to be at DRN until end of year and then moved to a new location by the City.  

Three locations have been proposed to house the MV Branch:  
Mertz building on Main St purchase offer:  $48,000 or $50,000 over 2 years
Rent Option: $1,000/Month with $1,000 Deposit – utilities not included – 2yr min lease

Radermacher Law Firm Building purchase price $70,000

Blumhardt building on Main St – Rent Option #1-  $1,200/Month plus utilities
				      Rent Option #2 - $800/Month plus utilities

	
A Roll Call Straw Vote was taken to pursue rent or purchase options:  RENT – Reis and Pahl; PURCHASE – Ulmer, Belmore and Schilling.

After much discussion Schilling, Pahl and Mayor Flaherty will research utilities costs, tax revenue loss and general maintenance cost comparisons between offers and have a report for the next meeting.  

Ambulance Equipment – Discussion concerning the engine problems of the diesel engine in the 2006 Medtec Saturn E450 ambulance.  The ambulance crew has looked into a 2014 McCoy Miller 146SE Custom Type 1 - 4 wheel drive ambulance which would include a Stryker PowerPro cot, for greater ability to load a patient.  Cost to purchase 2014 ambulance is $144,478 (including cot amount of $13,983) less trade-in allowance for 2006 of $18,000 bring the total cost to $126,478.   Ambulance replacement has a reserve balance of $67,000, and grants are being solicited.  Motion by Pahl, second by Belmore to approve the purchase of the 2014 McCoy Miller 146SE ambulance with power cot.  Roll call vote: Ulmer – Yes; Belmore – Yes; Schilling – Yes; Pahl – Yes; Reis – Yes.  Motion approved.

Mayor Flaherty recommended appointment of Bob Johnson and Dan Kuno to replace James Byerley and Scott Townsend on the JDA committee.  Roll Call Vote:  Belmore – Yes; Schilling – Yes; Pahl – Yes; Reis – Yes; Ulmer – Yes.  Approved.

Renaissance Zone Committee – Mayor Flaherty suggested a 5 person committee to review the Renaissance Zone Plan.  Motion by Schilling, second by Pahl to appoint Mayor Flaherty, Don Frye, Aaron Tschosik, Butch Middlestead and Scott Townsend to review the Renaissance Zone Plan.  Roll Call Vote: Schilling – Yes; Pahl – Yes; Reis – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Belmore – Yes.  Motion approved.    

Motion by Reis, second by Belmore to approve the completion of the 2013 Slurry Seal project on US 281 through Ellendale.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

No new information has been received from Delta T Dev LLC regarding the Family Dollar.

Schilling and Reis will meet to discuss the implementation of performance reviews.

Mayor adjourned meeting at 8:53pm.

Next Meeting will be held November 18th at 5:30pm.  NOTICE DATE CHANGE

Approved Bills:

	Waste Management
	   1,955.67 
	
	Thorpe Excavating
	   1,666.60 
	
	Michael Frannea
	     127.99 

	Dickey Co. Leader
	     307.18 
	
	
Brenda's Boarding
	      150.00 
	
	Ellendale Pharmacy
	       24.53 

	
Dakota Broadcasting
	     269.32 
	
	Physio-Control
	      440.00 
	
	Display Sales Co.
	   5,756.00 

	ND Health Dept.
	       32.00 
	
	A & B Business
	        61.29 
	
	Information Tech.
	       50.00 

	Postmaster
	         8.90 
	
	Don Flaherty
	      383.38 
	
	Todd Flynn
	     197.75 

	Ellendale Chamber
	     190.00 
	
	Brad Knutson
	        22.60 
	
	Dave Dorpinghaus
	       28.59 

	C. Middlestead
	     185.32 
	
	Michael Frannea
	        22.25 
	
	Postmaster
	         5.70 

	Michael Frannea
	       15.00 
	
	Heart of America
	      150.00 
	
	Michelle Schilling
	     332.00 

	Team Lab.
	   1,700.25 
	
	
Sanitation Products
	   1,262.59 
	
	Fargo Waterworks
	     639.05 

	VISA
	     250.75 
	
	
Matheson Tri-Gas
	        54.30 
	
	A & B  Business
	       29.10 

	Avenet, LLC
	     450.00 
	
	John Deere
	        16.47 
	
	M. D. U.
	   3,093.53 

	Farnam's Parts
	     228.51 
	
	
Diemert Prof. Bldg.
	      550.00 
	
	Crossroads Advisors
	   2,850.00 

	Postmaster
	     178.00 
	
	Library Store
	        83.48 
	
	Lloyd Trautmann
	     111.44 

	D & D Drive In
	       51.09 
	
	Council
	      415.56 
	
	City Employees
	 20,023.73 

	Mayor
	     277.05 
	
	Amb Employees
	   7,776.58 
	
	Thorpe Excavating
	[bookmark: _GoBack]    4,884.86 

	Ferguson Water
	62,973.8 
	
	Rick Hack
	      288.00 
	
	Ross Merkel
	     108.00 

	Walt Swatfager
	     120.00 
	
	Verizon Wireless
	      305.60 
	
	SE Water Users
	 12,000.00 

	True Value
	     323.93 
	
	Flagworks
	      698.00 
	
	
Interstate Engineering
	   4,526.53 

	IRS - Payroll taxes
	   8,304.54 
	
	ND PERS
	   3,567.95 
	
	Postmaster
	     178.00 

	Gail Pomplun
	       15.34 
	
	
Ellendale Chamber
	        50.00 
	
	Brad Nishek
	       84.00 

	Rekow's Yard Care
	     264.00 
	
	One Fulfillment
	      137.36 
	
	Mahler's Variety
	       53.52 

	David Maunu
	       45.00 
	
	Troy's Repair
	      690.78 
	
	One Call Concepts
	       17.05 

	Climate Control
	   1,837.32 
	
	A & B  Business
	        38.37 
	
	Matheson Tri-Gas
	       51.69 

	ND Health Dept.
	       32.00 
	
	
Dickey Co. Leader
	      314.18 
	
	Information Tech.
	       50.00 

	
ND Tax Commission
	   1,002.38 
	
	Ellendale Pharmacy
	      471.71 
	
	AmeriPride
	       61.90 

	
Software Innovations
	     250.00 
	
	Dak. Broadcasting
	      269.32 
	
	Heart of America
	     140.00 

	
Interstate Engineering
	   2,616.85 
	
	Ferguson Water
	   1,585.94 
	
	Mertz Lumber
	       95.42 

	Radermacher Law
	     625.00 
	
	KSJB
	      420.00 
	
	
Farmers Union Oil Co.
	   2,220.51 

	Char's Food Pride
	       10.79 
	
	AFLAC
	      111.00 
	
	
Dickey Co. Highway
	       20.00 

	Ellendale Concrete
	       19.34 
	
	D. R. N.
	      637.83 
	
	Waste Management
	   3,878.16 

	Thorpe Excavating
	     320.00 
	
	
Thorpe Excavating
	   3,347.01 
	
	M. D. U.
	1410.2

	VISA
	     733.64 
	
	
Flexible Pipe Tool
	      820.90 
	
	Michael Todd Co.
	503.47

	MinnKota
	     356.00 
	
	Michael Frannea
	        23.00 
	
	
	








____________________________________    __________________________________
Donald W Flaherty, Mayor				Candace Middlestead, City Auditor
 

(Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)

