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City Council
October 14, 2019
5:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Thorpe called the regular monthly meeting to order at 5:30 PM with Council members Flaherty, Crabtree, Wadholm, Meidinger, Bauer and Denison present.

Absent: None

City Employees present were:  Public Works Flynn, Police Officer Van Zee, Attorney Kelly and Auditor Middlestead.

Others attending: K Smith, Dickey County Leader; W Senger, Interstate Engineering and 
H Rotunda, CPA.   

Wade Senger, Interstate Engineering, was present to report on the unfinished items for the water tower project.  Maguire Iron and Naastad Brothers have a retainage balance owed to them.  Maguire is still required to complete the landscape project around the tower before the retainage will be paid out.  Thorpe Excavating quote will be sent to them.  Motion by Wadholm, second by Denison, to pay the partial payment estimate #10 Final payment to Naastad Brother’s of $1,500.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Senger presented the bids from Naastad Brother’s for $104,808.50 and Sherbenske’s for $120,431.40 for 8 hydrant replacements.  There is approximately $76,500 grant money remaining.  Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve the bid from Naastad Brother’s to replace as many hydrants as possible costing no more than $80,000.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.      

Senger discussed the televising and cleaning progress.  Due to deteriorating sewer mains that are not able to be cleaned and/or televised as original contract stated, Pipe Detectives LLC offered a change order to revise the rate/cost to televise and clean.  Motion by Meidinger, second by Denison, to approve the change order for the rate to clean and televise 8” mains from $1.00 to $.50 per ft; clean 10” – 18” mains from $2.50 to $1.50 per ft; televise 10” to 18”  mains from $2.50 to $1.00 per ft; and approve the additional order to clean lift stations at $300 per hour.  All members, aye.  Motion approved. 

Motion by Meidinger, second by Crabtree, to approve Pay Estimate #3 to RTS Shearing for $18,381.19 for cleaning and televising sanitary and storm sewers.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  Council is hopeful to have final reports from RTS Shearing/Pipe Detectives by next meeting to evaluate what future repairs will be needed and to start researching funding avenues.  

Senger left the meeting at 6:00 PM.

Harold Rotunda, CPA, was in attendance to provide the 2018 financial audit.  Audit continues to show a slight financial improvement.  Discussed charges for services, re-evaluating the infrastructure plan that was completed in 2014 and creating a viable future plan.  Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve the 2018 Audit Report.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Mickey Thorpe is now in attendance, 6:20 PM.
 
Agenda additions:  Elected official training at NDLC in September.

Minutes: Motion by Flaherty, second by Wadholm, to approve the minutes of the regular council meeting on September 9, 2019.   All members, aye.  Motion approved.  

Operating statement:  Motion by Wadholm, second by Denison, to approve the September operating statement as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  

Bills:   Motion by Flaherty, second by Crabtree, to approve the bills as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Delinquent accounts:  H Block, Farmers Tractor Parts, R Farthing, K Grimm, B Swecker, M Herman, M Rohrbach, K Radermacher.  

Raffle Permits:  Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve a raffle permit for Ellendale Area Foundation.  All members, aye.  Motion approved. 

Police Officer Van Zee was present to report on the police activity for the month of September.  

Officer Van Zee left the meeting.

Public Works Report:  PWS Flynn was present and reported on the activities in September. Flynn discussed September 7th problem with master lift station due to the disposal of excessive amount of grease.   Denison questioned sewer concern on 2nd St N, Flynn will contact RTS Shearing.  PWS Flynn presented a proposal to add on to the quonset in the recycle lot to store cardboard.  Tabled to next meeting.  Also discussed using the former Fargo Assembly shop area to store cardboard, tabled to next meeting.  Flynn will get more information concerning a lawnmower for the city.  

Building Permits:  Motion by Flaherty, second by Wadholm, to approve the building permit for
A Linder at 200  1st St S to replace steps; approve permit for N Sand at 416  4th ST S to replace front deck; approve a building permit for P Hoven at 324  1st ST NW Lot 24 Westside to replace shingles on house; approve a building permit for C Wald at 324  1st ST NW Lot 19 Westside to construct a new storage building; to approve a building permit for AgriMax LLC at 1770  3rd Ave N to construct an addition to the existing building; to approve a building permit for Fireside Family Restaurant at 415  1st Ave N to replace front entrance and lighting.  All members, aye.  Motion approved. 

Nuisance Properties:  Council discussed over growth of trees and bushes in alley right of way.  Letters will be sent to property owners to have the opportunity to clear this nuisance themselves; or the PW crew will complete the removal and property owners will be assessed the cost of $250 per hour with a minimum of one hour.   

Usage of empty lots on Main:  Council did not approve the usage of these properties for food vendors. 

Chapter 3- snow removal penalties will be tabled to next meeting.

Motion by Wadholm, second by Meidinger, to approve the appointment of Dickey County Tax Equalization Office as city assessor.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Computer replacement tabled to next meeting.

Garbage contract was discussed to extend from December 30, 2019 to May 31, 2020.  Motion by Flaherty, second by Crabtree, to approve the extension of the Thorpe Excavating Garbage Contract to May 31, 2020, at $43.47 per ton for city garbage collection; and $5,796.37 per month for hauling to WM in Gwinner.  All members, aye.  Motion approved. 

Discussed possible ordinance concerning offensive odors.

Remodeling at Senior Center should be done within the month.

Meidinger reported on subjects discussed at the NDLC elected official workshop in September.  

Flaherty and Denison volunteered for a subcommittee to discuss the revision of some budget items; and infrastructure plan dealing with sewers and streets.

Correspondence:  none.
  
Next regular meeting will be November 11, 2019, at 5:30 PM.   

Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:05 PM. 

Approved Bills:

	Oct-19
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	James Monroe
	190.45
	
	Ellendale Park Board
	        800.00 
	
	281 Repair
	513.46

	
Metro-Billing Services
	      418.00 
	
	VISA
	     2,031.90 
	
	Waste Management
	     950.70 

	Thorpe Excavating
	      655.00 
	
	Z's Fresh Market
	            5.25 
	
	Wayne Voeller
	       90.00 

	
City of Fargo
	       28.00 
	
	Daniel Gerard
	          96.00 
	
	Deere Credit, Inc.
	     179.95 

	Eco Lab Pest Elim.
	      161.63 
	
	David Maunu
	          65.00 
	
	Dakota Broadcasting
	   1,205.00 

	 ND DEQ 
	      447.26 
	
	Bound Tree Medical
	          63.03 
	
	M. D. U.
	     799.14 

	
 ND Surplus Property 
	       10.00 
	
	281 Repair
	        277.76 
	
	 AmeriPride Services 
	     182.28 

	 BCBS 
	   9,271.46 
	
	 BCBS 
	        569.20 
	
	 Doug Kendall 
	 50,000.00 

	 Barry Diemert 
	      162.00 
	
	 Farnam's Parts 
	          60.75 
	
	 Andrew Dahlgren 
	     210.00 

	 Van Diest Supply 
	   7,133.50 
	
	 
Ferguson Waterworks 
	            7.09 
	
	 Computer Express 
	     290.00 

	 Waste Management 
	      971.16 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	        888.31 
	
	 M. D. U. 
	   3,282.05 

	John Deere Financial 
	   3,515.07 
	
	 Ramkota  Hotel 
	        654.00 
	
	 Verizon Wireless 
	     262.98 

	 City Employees 
	 26,228.94 
	
	
Ambulance Employees 
	    11,322.43 
	
	 City Council 
	     410.18 

	 Mayor 
	      277.05 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	     6,034.99 
	
	 Postmaster 
	     170.52 

	 Virgil Dewald 
	      168.64 
	
	 Matt Thorpe 
	            183.12 
	
	 Justin Meidinger 
	     183.12 

	 I.R.S. - Payroll taxes 
	 10,384.76 
	
	 ND PERS 
	     5,445.66 
	
	 One Call Concepts 
	         6.00 

	 David Maunu 
	      130.00 
	
	
ND Tax Commissioner 
	     1,179.05 
	
	 Computer Express 
	   4,117.00 

	 Rick Hack 
	      594.00 
	
	 City of Saint Paul 
	        190.00 
	
	 AFLAC 
	     224.95 

	 Ellendale Pharmacy 
	   1,255.00 
	
	 Ellendale Concrete 
	          15.00 
	
	 Crossroads Advisors 
	   3,075.00 

	 
Kimberly Radermacher 
	      600.00 
	
	 SE Water Users 
	    14,000.00 
	
	 Ellendale True Value 
	     417.39 

	
Farnam's Parts 
	       12.99 
	
	 ND League of Cities 
	        885.00 
	
	 Mertz Lumber 
	     211.99 

	
Farmers Union Oil Co. 
	   1,349.99 
	
	 D. R. N. 
	     1,084.26 
	
	 Ross Merkel 
	     800.00 

	 Information Tech. 
	      287.09 
	
	
Rekow's Yard Service 
	        396.00 
	
	 A & B Business 
	       47.69 

	
Better Homes & Gardens 
	       18.98 
	
	 The Plumber 
	        208.37 
	
	 ND Dept of Health 
	       32.00 

	 281 Repair LLC 
	      371.74 
	
	 Physio-Control Inc. 
	          21.00 
	
	 Matheson Tri-Gas Inc 
	     552.55 

	 Todd Flynn 
	      192.45 
	
	 Metro Billing Service 
	          88.00 
	
	Lonski Stump Grinding 
	     225.00 

	 Waste Management 
	   2,105.98 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	     1,742.45 
	
	 AmeriPride Services 
	       91.14 

	 Deere Credit, Inc. 
	      179.95 
	
	 The Radar Shop 
	          86.00 
	
	 Jones & Kelly, Attys 
	   1,960.00 

	 Unique Automotive 
	   4,856.10 
	
	 VISA 
	        655.30 
	
	 M. D. U. 
	   1,787.18 

	 Donald Middlestead 
	   2,334.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 __________________________________________ 
	__________________________________________

	 Matt Thorpe
	
	
	
	 Candace Middlestead 
	

	 Mayor
	
	
	
	City Auditor 
	
	
	

	                        (Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)
	





