Regular Meeting
City Council
January 13, 2020
5:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Thorpe called the regular monthly meeting to order at 5:30 PM with Council members Flaherty, Crabtree, Wadholm, Meidinger, Denison and Bauer present.

Absent: None

City Employees present were:  Public Works Flynn, Police Chief Knutson, Attorney Kelly and Auditor Middlestead.

Others attending: Ken Smith, Dickey County Leader; Vicky Crabtree, Library Board Member; Susan Robbins. 
  
Wade Senger, Interstate Engineering, was not present; no new information to report.   

Susan Robbins was present to discuss her frozen sewer. PW Flynn explained the reason and the need to drain more water to keep the sewer thawed.

Vicky Crabtree, Library Board member, was present to ask about the library door and ADA compliance; and librarian salary source.  A push button door opener is not required by ADA compliance guidelines.  Librarian is paid out of the library fund which receives revenue from a tax levy.  

Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to approve the reimbursement of postage to the Library from the City General Fund in the amount of $304.18.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Agenda additions: Designate Depository for Public Funds; Nishek Deed and discuss election information.  

Designate Depositories:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve Starion Bank, Dakota Plains Credit Union and Choice Bank as depositories for the City of Ellendale.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Minutes: Motion by Flaherty, second by Crabtree, to approve the minutes of the regular council meeting on December 9, 2019; and the special council meeting on January 7, 2020.   All members, aye.  Motion approved.  

Operating statement:  Motion by Denison, second by Wadholm, to approve the December operating statement as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  

Bills:   Motion by Denison, second by Meidinger, to approve the bills as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Delinquent accounts: T. Browning, M. Bullock, Coffee n Cream, Hagen Brothers, M. Masset, 
K. Radermacher, M. Rohrbach, D. Schagunn, T. Spitzer, V. Stone, Bryan Taylor.  

Raffle Permits:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Crabtree, to approve the raffle permit for the Ellendale Quarterback Club.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Special Permit:  Motion by Flaherty, second by Denison, to approve the special permit for Harvest Inn/Granary for a soup cook off on February 15, 2020.   All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Police Chief Knutson was present to report on the police activity for the month of December.  The new computers are installed.  

Chief Knutson left the meeting 6:30 PM.
Public Works Report:  PWS Flynn was present and reported on the activities in December.  A lot of time was spent on snow removal.  Tank Custom Manure Hauling hauled 105 loads.  Workers will be working on winging back the snow piles on the streets.  PW Flynn received quotes on an 8’ to 9’ snow blower for the JD Tractor.   Motion by Flaherty, second by Wadholm, to approve spending no more than $8,300 on the snow blower.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Building Permits:  Motion by Meidinger, second by Wadholm, to approve the building permit for
D. Belgarde at 500 Main St to remove & re-pour basement floor, new roof and deck in summer of 2020; approve permit for Dickey County at 309 2nd St N to demo building; approve a permit for Dave Thompson to repair basement, put in egress windows and insulate walls.   All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Motion by Meidinger, second by Flaherty, to approve the application for Property Tax Exemption for Bryan Jacobson at 926  1st St N on a 20% declining exemption.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Garbage Contract: Council approved the city attorney and city auditor creating a method of notification to the public for the new garbage contract.  Will continue discussion at February meeting.   

Advertisement for Lots 18-19, Block 6, OP will be posted in newspaper.

Discussed calculation error in 2020 wages spreadsheet. Provided new spreadsheet to Council.

FFA sign:  Mayor will contact FFA concerning sign.   

Correspondence:  Discussed the process for the upcoming election.  Discussed correspondence from LeRoy Nishek concerning property he owns in ELC Addition.  Motion by Denison, second by Meidinger, to authorize Attorney Kelly and Auditor Middlestead to continue corresponding with Mr. Nishek.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Mayor Thorpe turned the meeting over to Attorney Kelly to discuss the matter of the Pipe Detectives and to conduct an Executive Session per NDCC 44.04.19.1. subpart 2 and subpart 5, for the topic of pending or reasonably predictable litigation.  Motion by Flaherty, second by Meidinger, to enter into Executive Session to discuss Pipe Detectives matter.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  Executive session began at 7:13PM.

Executive session was adjourned at 7:29 PM.  Mayor Thorpe reconvened the regular monthly council meeting. 
  
Next regular meeting will be February 10, 2020, at 5:30 PM.   

Mayor adjourned the meeting at 7:35 PM. 

Approved Bills:
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	Michael Merkel
	      182.80 
	
	VISA
	338.78
	
	Matheson Tri-Gas Inc.
	17.82

	AmeriPride Services
	       91.14 
	
	
Dickey County Leader
	244.02
	
	Consumer Reports
	       30.00 

	
Valuations Northwest
	      650.00 
	
	Metro-Billing Services
	        308.00 
	
	Bound Tree Medical
	     529.10 

	 Jones & Kelly, Attys. 
	      512.00 
	
	 A & B Business 
	          35.11 
	
	 M. D. U. 
	   4,551.32 

	 
Z's Fresh Market 
	       19.20 
	
	 Menard's - Aberdeen 
	        149.97 
	
	 Midwest Pump & Tank 
	     495.77 

	 BCBS 
	   9,271.46 
	
	 BCBS 
	        569.20 
	
	 Shawn Sigafoos 
	       18.09 

	 
Diemert Prof. Building 
	 10,000.00 
	
	 Ken Schmierer 
	          52.30 
	
	 Belmont Instrument 
	   7,372.14 

	Knife River Materials 
	   2,900.00 
	
	 Fireside Restaurant 
	        430.00 
	
	 Menard's - Aberdeen 
	     142.99 

	
John Deere Financial 
	      882.23 
	
	 M. D. U. 
	     2,929.52 
	
	 ND WPCC 
	     122.00 

	 City Employees 
	 25,814.48 
	
	 
Ambulance Employees 
	    12,252.14 
	
	 Mayor 
	     277.05 

	 City Council 
	      408.91 
	
	 Thorpe Excavating 
	     6,166.37 
	
	 Fireside Restaurant 
	   1,848.00 

	 Postmaster 
	      170.24 
	
	 Bethany Bennett 
	     1,200.00 
	
	 Computer Express 
	     125.00 

	
Interstate Engineering 
	   7,702.39 
	
	 Verizon Wireless 
	            263.03 
	
	 Stryker Sales Corp. 
	   1,483.43 

	 Retzlaff Trucking 
	   9,811.00 
	
	 City of Fargo 
	          28.00 
	
	 State Tax Commission 
	   1,184.53 

	 I.R.S. - Payroll taxes 
	 10,971.01 
	
	
Hoven Funeral Chapel 
	        250.00 
	
	 Kimberly Radermacher 
	     600.00 

	
Crossroads Advisors 
	   3,075.00 
	
	 SE Water Users 
	    14,000.00 
	
	 ND Rural Water Assn. 
	     245.00 

	Ellendale True Value 
	      216.87 
	
	 
Information Technology 
	        202.10 
	
	 A & B Business 
	       41.98 

	
Tank Custom Hauling 
	   3,675.00 
	
	 Electric Pump 
	     1,854.95 
	
	 Computer Express 
	     769.48 

	 D. R. N. 
	   1,110.58 
	
	 Black Mtn. Software 
	     3,933.00 
	
	 Farmers Union Oil Co. 
	   5,229.50 

	
Dakota Supply Group 
	      491.65 
	
	 Z's Fresh Market 
	            9.98 
	
	 Sanitation Products 
	     269.04 

	 Productivity Pus 
	   1,108.22 
	
	 Butler Machinery Co. 
	     1,021.00 
	
	 Bound Tree Medical 
	     247.48 

	 Farnam's Parts 
	      316.92 
	
	 Deere Credit, Inc. 
	        179.95 
	
	 AFLAC 
	     224.95 

	 
AmeriPride Services 
	       91.14 
	
	 ND PERS 
	     5,407.56 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 _____________________________________ 
	 ___________________________________________ 

	 Matt Thorpe, Mayor 
	
	
	
	 Candace Middlestead, City Auditor 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                        (Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)
	


 

