Regular Meeting
City Council
May 12, 2014
5:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Flaherty called the meeting to order at 5:30PM with Council members Pahl, Maunu, Schilling, Belmore, Ulmer, and Reis present.
 
City Employees present were: City Foreman Flynn, Attorney Radermacher and Police Chief Frannea.
 
Absent: Building Inspector Kassa.
 
Also present: R Johnson, representing Dickey County Leader.  

Agenda additions: Infrastructure Strategic Plan-Draft was tabled.

Minutes: Motion by Ulmer, second by Belmore to approve the minutes of the April 7th Council meeting and the April 21st Special Council meeting.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Motion by Reis, second by Ulmer to approve the minutes of the April 7th Ellendale Board of Equalization meeting.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.
 
Operating statement: Motion by Schilling, second by Reis to approve operating statement as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Bills:  Motion by Ulmer, second by Schilling to approve the bills as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.
 
Delinquent accounts:   House, Orwig, Fergel, Bowen, VA, Lee, Wickstrom and Raaf.

Raffle Permits:  Motion by Schilling, second by Reis to approve a raffle permit to the Kedish House.  All member, aye.  Motion approved.

Police Chief Frannea reported on the police activity for the month of April.  

Mayor Flaherty reported ND DOT has observed this stop sign area and they are reluctant of the idea of the solar stop sign.

Police Chief Frannea reported the county jail budget has been reduced; this could be a problem since a significant amount has been spent to date.

City Foreman report:  Flynn reported on the April jobs completed: more sewers thawed, safety training to employees, had mosquito fogger calibrated, and employee trained, preparing cemetery for Memorial Day.

Motion by Reis, second by Maunu to approve the Water Leak Policy including a $200 fee if the City is required to hire the worker to fix the leak.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Building Permit:  Motion by Schilling, second by Pahl to approved Jeff Heitmann permit, dependent on the final inspection from the building inspector to determine final placement of garage is in compliance of ordinance.  All members, aye.  Motion approved. 

Ellendale Golf Course Limited Police Powers:  Attorney Radermacher explained Police Powers sited in NDCC 40-49-01.  She suggested starting a dialog with the Golf Course board, township board and County Commission to understand the roll of each entity.  Possibly draft an agreement between entities.

Attorney Radermacher left the meeting.

Building Permits: Motion by Schilling, second by Belmore to approve the Boyd Hagen permit to renovate a deck.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Gross Survey:  Motion by Maunu, second by Pahl to approve the Chad Gross fence permit, including a variance to permit an 8’ privacy fence to extend east from front door to meet the north garage.  All members, aye.  Reis abstained.  Motion approved.

Building Permit: Motion by Schilling, second by Belmore to approve the fence permit for Richard and Nicole Reis.  All members, aye.  Reis abstained.  Motion approved.

Brandenburger Fuel tank:  After discussion tabled for more information.

Building Inspector Report: Kassa absent, but reported she would like guidance on properties in town that are inhabited, but have unsafe/unsanitary conditions; and houses that are unoccupied and used for storage.  Council suggested prioritizing 4-5 properties to be addressed before the council meeting.

Discussed the Nodak building and its deterioration, a barrier restricting activity on the north side where bricks are falling.  Gackle will be in town and will visit with Frye on his building on south Main.  It is hoped that the company referred by Frye will be here in the next month to look over the buildings on Main that need to be demolished.

104  2nd St S:  Due to an unclear title to this property, it is unsure when the owner will demolish this house.  Motion by Pahl, second by Maunu to send a final letter of condemnation to VA. All member, aye.  Motion approved.

Garbage Rates:  Discussion was held concerning rates and costs, it was noted there has been a deficit in the garbage fund for the last 2 years. Historically a 20% increase has been implemented every 5-6 years.    Motion by Belmore, second by Reis to increase the garbage rate by 25% to residential and commercial customers beginning June 1, 2014.  Roll call vote: Maunu – Yes; Schilling – Yes; Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Reis – Yes; Pahl – Yes.  Motion approved.

Electronic Billing:  Discussed the information provided from DRN’s electronic statistics.  Will continue to check into this possibility.

Blue Cross/Blue Shield:  Health insurance premium to increase 13.7%.  Motion by Schilling, second by Ulmer to increase the city’s share of the premium from $903 to $1,000.   Roll call vote: Schilling – Yes; Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Reis – No; Pahl – Yes; Maunu – Yes.  Motion approved.

Newly Acquired City Property: Discussion on a good strategy to sell these properties, to get these properties back on the tax rolls and keep properties from disrepair.  Motion by Reis, second by Belmore to accept bids for the sale of Lot 11, Blk 31, 1st Addn, Ellendale (217 3rd Street North).   Bid requirements are based on the interested parties’ intention to develop the property or leave it undeveloped. UNDEVELOPED PROPERTY – Property must be leveled and seeded to grass within 3 months of signing a Purchase Agreement.  Minimum bid of $2,500.  DEVELOPED PROPERTY – Property must be developed with new construction of at least 600 sq/ft that is begun within 1 year of signing a Purchase Agreement and completed within 2 years from the beginning of construction.  Minimum bid of $1.  Purchase agreement will outline intent to develop or not develop the property and bidder must pay a deposit of $1,000.  Deposit and property shall be forfeited to the city if purchaser shall fail to fulfill the Purchase Agreement.  Return of deposit and a Quitclaim Deed shall be issued upon successful completion of the Purchase Agreement.  Roll call vote: Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Reis – Yes; Pahl – Yes; Maunu – Yes; Schilling – Yes.  Motion approved.

Motion by Schilling, second by Belmore to accept bids for the sale of E1/2 of Lot 11 & all of Lot 12, Blk 25, 1st Addn, Ellendale (117 2nd Street North).  Bid requirements are based on the interested parties’ intention to develop the property or leave it undeveloped.  UNDEVELOPED PROPERTY – Property must be leveled and seeded to grass within 3 months of signing a Purchase Agreement.  Minimum bid of $5,000.  DEVELOPED PROPERTY – Property must be developed with new construction of a residential dwelling of at least 1600 sq/ft that is begun within 1 year of signing a Purchase Agreement and completed within 2 years from the beginning of construction.  Minimum bid of $1.  Purchase agreement shall outline their intent to develop or not develop the property and bidder must pay a deposit of $1,000.  Deposit and property shall be forfeited to the city if purchaser shall fail to fulfill the Purchase Agreement.  Return of deposit and a Quitclaim Deed shall be issued upon successful completion of the Purchase Agreement.  Roll call vote: Ulmer – Yes; Reis – Yes; Pahl – Yes; Maunu – Yes; Schilling – Yes; Belmore – Yes.  Motion approved.

Brenda’s Grooming Increase:  Motion by Shilling, second by Ulmer to change the contract period to cover a 3 year period and approve increasing the boarding rates for a dog from $15 to $18 per day and a cat from $12 to $15 per day.  Roll call vote:  Reis – Yes; Pahl – Yes; Maunu - Yes; Schilling – Yes; Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes. Motion approved.

Correspondence:  Motion by Reis, second by Maunu to approve the closure of West Main Street May 31st from 8:00AM to 4:00PM for OPERA, Inc.’s auction sale.  All member, aye.  Motion approved.

Ordinance Amendment Discussion:  Continued discussion of amendments.

A special meeting will be held May 22nd at 5:00pm at City Hall to continue discussion of Ordinance amendments.

Next meeting will be June 3rd at 5:00PM. (NOTICE DATE AND TIME CHANGE)

Mayor adjourned meeting at 10:09 PM.

Approved Bills: 

	Mike Frannea
	         79.10 
	
	ND State Library
	       60.11 
	
	Postmaster
	      185.00 

	
Ellen. Public School
	       500.00 
	
	Lloyd Trautmann
	       53.93 
	
	Avera St. Luke's
	        10.00 

	One Fulfillment
	       318.97 
	
	Matheson Tri-Gas
	       10.70 
	
	Heart of America
	      330.00 

	Library Store
	         24.62 
	
	
Mathew bender Co.
	       57.08 
	
	BCBS of ND
	   6,348.60 

	Fireside Restaurant
	         17.75 
	
	AmeriPride
	       60.70 
	
	RDO Equipment
	      996.82 

	One Call Concepts
	           6.05 
	
	Information Tech
	     300.18 
	
	Dakota Electrics
	      339.00 

	Oakes Ambulance
	       120.00 
	
	Mertz Lumber
	       62.18 
	
	Waste Management
	   1,717.24 

	Thorpe Excavating
	     1,460.31 
	
	City of Fargo
	       28.00 
	
	DRN
	      802.98 

	MDU
	     2,933.06 
	
	Physio-Control
	 
10,833.0 
	
	Stryker Sales
	  

16,055.3 

	Atco International
	       111.00 
	
	Michael Todd Co.
	     297.14 
	
	
Ferguson Waterworks
	   5,300.94 

	Farmers Union
	     6,031.29 
	
	Farnam's Parts
	   1,293.89 
	
	Dickey Co. Leader
	      432.16 

	Postmaster
	           5.80 
	
	VISA
	       25.20 
	
	Postmaster (MV)
	        67.55 

	House of Glass
	       349.36 
	
	Postmaster
	       19.60 
	
	Postmaster
	        98.00 

	Starion Financial
	         18.80 
	
	Lloyd Trautmann
	     285.91 
	
	Jeff's Printing
	      697.50 

	
John Deere Financial
	       184.34 
	
	Pro Forms
	     516.18 
	
	Computer Express
	      294.97 

	Ellendale Chamber
	       230.00 
	
	Fire Safety First
	     204.50 
	
	German Trucking
	   2,436.13 

	
Ellendale Park Board
	     6,850.83 
	
	MDU
	   3,929.70 
	
	VISA
	        30.99 

	Michael Frannea
	         63.24 
	
	City Council
	     415.56 
	
	Mayor
	      271.56 

	City Employees
	   20,460.86 
	
	Amb Employees
	   8,353.12 
	
	Thorpe Excavating
	   4,892.13 

	Erich's Excavating
	     1,750.00 
	
	Service Maid
	     120.00 
	
	Thorpe Excavating
	      150.00 

	Radermacher Law
	       500.00 
	
	Verizon Wireless
	     306.86 
	
	SE Water Users
	[bookmark: _GoBack]  13,000.0 

	Crossroads Advisors
	     2,850.00 
	
	Kim Radermacher
	     800.00 
	
	Starion
	  

13970.6 

	Wells Fargo
	 153,580.0 
	
	Mike Frannea
	     193.78 
	
	Don Flaherty
	      242.34 

	Kyle Laabs
	     1,200.00 
	
	
Ellen Music Boosters
	     200.00 
	
	ND Airport Assn.
	        50.00 

	
941 - Payroll Taxes
	     8,504.49 
	
	ND PERS
	   4,114.77 
	
	Libri Foundation
	      350.00 




____________________________________    __________________________________
Donald W Flaherty, Mayor				Candace Middlestead, City Auditor
 

(Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)

