City will continue sidewalk project
Ellendale will add more blocks of sidewalk to the Safe Routes to School project begun in 2010. North Dakota Department of Transportation funds will pay for most of the additional blocks, according to Ellendale Economic Development Director Patricia Bowen, who wrote the successful grant application.

The state DOT grant in the amount of $185,683 will fund approximately 5 ½ blocks of sidewalks designed to increase the number of safe walking/biking routes to the Ellendale Public School. The new sidewalks will be constructed during the summer of 2012.
The award requires a local match, $19,250, which will pay for planning, preliminary engineering, environmental impact mitigation and right of way acquisition. To meet this requirement, the Ellendale Public School board voted to contribute $8,000, and city council voted to meet the rest of the requirement, $11,250.
This summer, the city will schedule a public information meeting to provide details of the project.

This project is Phase II of Great Strides in Ellendale, an effort to encourage students and residents to walk, ride their bikes or skateboard by providing smoother sidewalks with ADA compliant corners and clear markings. In 2009, the state DOT awarded the city $145,000 for Phase I of the project, blocks east, west and south of the school.
