Regular Meeting
City Council
September 14, 2015
5:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Thorpe called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM with Council members Belmore, Ulmer, Reis, Fuher, Maunu and Schilling present.
 
City Employees present were: Police Chief Knutson, Attorney Kelly, and Public Works Director Todd Flynn.

Also present:  R. Johnson, Representing Dickey County Leader, Mickey Thorpe, Randy Pope, Interstate Engineering, and Don Flaherty, DC Tax Equalization Director.

Randy Pope of Interstate Engineering was present to discuss progress of the water tower project.  Motion by Maunu, second by Schilling, for approval of the City Engineer to proceed with the three part project.  Roll call vote: Reis – Yes; Maunu – Yes; Schilling – Yes; Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Fuher – Yes.  Motion approved.

6:00 PM – Bid Opening for 1996 GMC:  One bid received from James Pernsteiner for $505.  Motion by Reis, second by Schilling, to accept Pernsteiner’s bid for $505.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Police Chief Knutson reported on the police activity for the month of August.   

Appointment of City Assessor:  Don Flaherty, Director of Tax Equalization, was present to explain the transition plan for assessment officials due to HB 1059.  Mr. Jury has indicated he would not be interested at this time to continue the training needed to be certified.  Dickey County has decided to offer assessment services through the Tax Equalization office beginning January 2016.  Council will consider hiring Jury through end of year as a data collector; and Flaherty will prepare a contract for the 2016 year to be reviewed at the October council meeting.  

Grant writing:   Discussion was held concerning compensation to Don Flaherty for the grant writing he has been doing for the ambulance.   Ambulance grant funds received to date are approximately $85,000.  Motion by Reis, second by Ulmer, to approve back pay to Flaherty of 3% of total grant funds received to date that he has written for the ambulance.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  Motion by Reis, second by Maunu, to approve a 3% grant writing commission, to Flaherty for future grants written for the City of Ellendale.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Ordinance update will reconvene September 28th at DRN starting at 5:30 PM.

Public Works Report:  Flynn discussed the monthly jobs completed in August.  Street repairs should begin later this month.

Land Fill Hours:  a discussion was held concerning land fill hours, and determined the hours and fees will remain as posted.       

Agenda additions: None

Minutes: Motion by Belmore, second by Ulmer, to approve the minutes of the August 10th Regular Council meeting.  All members, aye. Motion approved.  

Operating statement:  Motion by Schilling, second by Reis, to approve operating statement as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Bills:   Motion by Ulmer, second by Schilling, to approve the bills as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Delinquent accounts: K. Lee, M. Masset, M. Metcalf, A. Taylor, J. Huffstutler and J. Hollingsworth.

Raffle Permits:  Motion by Schilling, second by Reis, to approve raffle permits for Ellendale Area Community Foundation and Dickey County Pheasants Forever.  All members, aye.  Motion approved. 

Safety Training:  Mayor Thorpe informed the council DRN has offered to invite the Public Works employees to their safety training sessions.    

Building Permits:  Motion by Schilling, second by Ulmer, to approve the following building permits:  K. Fischer – shingles; Farmers Union Oil – demo building; E. Krause – shingles; 
S. Peterson – egress window; Nicole Gregg – shingles; T. Fischer – move garage; M. Thorpe – finish basement remodeling.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  Motion by Reis, second by Schilling, to approve the building permit for L. Paul – repair and shingle shed – redo drain tile – demolish old house and add additional storage building.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  Building permit for S. Dobler – tabled for further information.

Building Inspector Report: BI Kassa reported on all building permits submitted.  Also reported TBC has not removed house located at 55 6th Ave S.  Schilling will have a discussion with TBC.  

Main St. Properties: Choice Financial has withdrawn bid to purchase 95 Main St. - Lots 18 & 19, Block 6, Original Plat.   Mr. Gackle offered a counterproposal for the developer’s agreement to purchase 82 Main St. - Lot 4, Block 7, Original Plat.  Motion by Schilling, second by Belmore, to approve the following counter offer from Mr. Gackle:  1) Abandon TIF proposal;  2) Submit written plans/specifications to City with the improvements;  3) Implement a payment in lieu of taxes (NDCC 40-57.1-03) for a 10 year period of increases to full taxation at end of year 10;  
4) Commencement of Payment in Lieu of taxes to begin at project completion;  5) Proof of financing by March 2016;  6) Project 50% complete by March 2017;  7) Project 100% complete by March 2018;  8)  City would support the Renaissance Zone application;  9) City to retain ownership of Lot 4, Block 7, Original Plat – 82 Main St;   10) Counteroffer acceptance or receipt of another counter offer by next Council meeting - October 12, 2015;  11) Final written agreement to be signed by both parties incorporating details.  Roll call vote: Maunu – Yes; Schilling – Yes; Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Fuher – No; Reis – Yes.  Motion approved.  

Appointments:  Motion by Schilling, second by Fuher, to approve Candace Middlestead to Wind Energy LLC.   All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Final Budget Approval: Motion by Fuher, second by Schilling, to approve the final budget.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Warranty Deed to DRN Addition:  Motion by Reis, second by Fuher, to approve a Warranty Deed for Lot 1, Block 1 of Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative Addition to the City of Ellendale to Witte Custom Manufacturing.   All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Fire Hall Roof: No new information. 

Ellendale Acres:  Continued discussion concerning attracting interest in the lots.  

Motion by Reis, second by Fuher, to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 PM. 

Next meeting will be October 12th at 5:30 PM.  Special meeting September 28th to discuss ordinance review.   

Approved Bills: 

	MV Postage
	          49.38 
	
	James Monroe
	       220.00 
	
	VISA
	       1,501.95 

	Rick Hack
	        432.00 
	
	
Rekow's Yard Care
	       594.00 
	
	JEberleCo
	         200.00 

	
Dickey County Fair Bd
	      1,500.00 
	
	Service Maid
	         80.00 
	
	Heart Of America
	         195.00 

	BCBS of ND
	      7,236.10 
	
	
Dak. Broadcasting
	       496.00 
	
	Chad's Electric
	           67.50 

	Sanitation Products
	      2,107.75 
	
	
Bound Tree Medical
	       202.15 
	
	Newman Signs
	       1,297.44 

	Galls, LLC
	          72.88 
	
	
Ellendale Pharmacy
	         10.57 
	
	Ferguson Waterworks
	         416.11 

	M.D. U.
	      1,603.59 
	
	Jonathan Swift
	         16.24 
	
	Brad Knutson
	         203.60 

	City Council
	        415.56 
	
	City Employees
	  21,986.35 
	
	Amb Employees
	       7,922.31 

	

Mayor
	        

277.05 
	
	

Thorpe Excavation
	    

5,388.65 
	
	

Lloyd Trautmann
	           

94.23 

	Walter Swatfager
	        360.00 
	
	Postmaster
	       184.83 
	
	Jason Anderson
	           18.75 

	Keith Loewen
	        216.00 
	
	Marc Toro
	         51.93 
	
	Oakes Ambulance
	           36.00 

	Dale Middlestead
	      1,050.00 
	
	Halo Solutions
	       343.45 
	
	
Dickey Co. Recorder
	           20.00 

	

M. D. U.
	      

4,065.88 
	
	

Brad Knutson
	         

31.96 
	
	

Blumhardt Chevrolet
	       

2,174.04 

	Verizon Wireless
	        368.19 
	
	Rick Hack
	       432.00 
	
	
Ellendale Park Board
	         376.00 

	Matthew Bender Co.
	          22.94 
	
	City of Fargo
	         28.00 
	
	Waste Management
	       2,227.22 

	Thorpe Excavating
	      2,007.91 
	
	
Thorpe Excavating
	       402.50 
	
	281 Repair, LLC
	         103.00 

	Lexipol, LLC
	        980.00 
	
	Eco Lab 
	       144.38 
	
	Matheson Tri-Gas
	           24.78 

	Code 4 Services, LLC
	      1,806.00 
	
	SE Water Users
	  13,000.00 
	
	
Crossroads Advisors
	       3,000.00 

	Kim Radermacher
	        800.00 
	
	AFLAC
	       215.52 
	
	Ellendale True Value
	         419.55 

	
Penguin Management
	        387.00 
	
	Mahler's Variety
	         93.05 
	
	Brad Nishek
	         189.00 

	Paige Shroll
	      1,200.00 
	
	James Monroe
	    1,200.00 
	
	Postmaster
	             1.86 

	Ross Merkel
	        252.00 
	
	
I.R.S. Payroll Taxes
	    9,468.92 
	
	Postmaster
	           49.00 

	ND PERS
	      4,239.45 
	
	Postmaster
	          5.75 
	
	Jami Eberle
	         200.00 

	VISA
	        835.95 
	
	Kyle Laabs
	       810.00 
	
	One Call Concepts
	             9.90 

	One Fulfillment, LLC
	        106.82 
	
	
Jones & Kelly, Attys
	    1,273.52 
	
	AmeriPride Services
	         124.80 

	Software Innovations
	        245.00 
	
	
Dak. Broadcasting
	       448.00 
	
	Bound Tree Medical
	           54.60 

	Farnam's Parts
	        122.63 
	
	Retzlaff Trucking
	    2,360.89 
	
	
Candace Middlestead
	         191.00 

	
Dickey Rural Networks
	        862.38 
	
	KSJB Radio
	       720.00 
	
	Heart Of America
	           30.00 

	Mertz Lumber
	        653.55 
	
	Char's Food Pride
	       142.54 
	
	
Farmers Union Oil Co.
	       2,410.46 

	
Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc.
	          24.98 
	
	
Dickey Co. Leader
	       305.53 
	
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Waste Management
	       1,504.80 

	Thorpe Excavating
	      1,377.00 
	
	M. D. U.
	       236.03 
	
	
A & B Business, Inc.
	           32.56 





_____________________________                                __________________________________
Matt Thorpe,						     Candace Middlestead, 
Mayor							     City Auditor 

(Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)

