Regular Meeting
City Council
March 13, 2016
5:30 PM – City Hall
 

Mayor Thorpe called the regular monthly meeting to order at 5:30 PM with Council members Ulmer, Reis, Belmore, Maunu and Fuher present.

Absent: None.

City Employees present were:  Police Chief Knutson, Attorney Selland, Public Works Director Flynn and Auditor Middlestead. 

Also present: R. Johnson, Dickey County Leader; and Justin Meidinger.

Agenda additions: DC Senior Citizen sidewalk request; 2016 mowing rates; nuisance properties; discuss hiring Archaeological Historian; Discuss Certificate of Survey; and property variance from residential to commercial.

Council Appointment:  Mayor Thorpe appointed Justin Meidinger to complete the unfilled council member position after Schilling resigned.  Motion by Reis, second by Ulmer, to approve the appointment of Justin Meidinger to fill the council member position until the June 14th election.  Roll call vote:  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Police Chief Knutson reported on the police activity for the month of February.   Chief Knutson reported the new vehicle decals have been applied.  Discussion of bond fires and fire pits, a fire must be contained within a boundary, no burning on the ground.   Someone interested in a larger bon fire must apply for a permit from the City Council prior to event.  Public Works was directed to install yield signs at the intersection of 2nd Ave N and 2nd St N. 

Minutes: Motion by Reis, second by Maunu, to approve the minutes of the February 8, 2016, Regular Council meeting; and the February 18th Special meeting.   All members, aye.  Motion approved.    

Operating statement:  Motion by Fuher, second by Maunu, to approve operating statement as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.  

Bills:   Motion by Fuher, second by Maunu, to approve the bills as presented.  All members, aye.  Motion approved.

Delinquent accounts: M. Metcalf, T. Browning, J. Huffstutler, Nationstar Mortgage Co., 
M. Prabhu, A. Peterson and M. Masset.

Raffle Permits:  Motion by Reis, second by Fuher, to approve the raffle permit for St Helena’s Altar Society; American Legion Auxiliary, and BFF Relay for Life Team.  All members, aye. Motion approved.

Public Works Report:  Flynn discussed the monthly jobs completed in February.  PWD Flynn presented three proposals for charging for disposal of items at the landfill due to the City’s increasing cost of disposal.  Discussion was held to figure out a way to prevent the large amount of prohibited items dropped into the dumpster.  More information will be gotten for next meeting.   Trading Bobcat will be looked into in 2017.  Additional summer help was approved.

Utility rate increase - Rural:  Discussion was held and the motion to raise this rate by 10% for rural customers will remain.

Irrigation meters:  Several residents have separate meters to account for water usage that does not exit through the sewer.  Mr. Muckey will be offered a second meter option for the concrete portion of his business since his water usage does not typically go into the City’s sewer system.
 
Building Inspector Report:  Kassa reported on the 1 building permit that was submitted in February.  

Building Permits:  Motion by Fuher, second by Maunu, to approve the building permit for 
R. Campney to build a garage.  All members, aye.  Motion approved. 

Reis left the meeting. 

Main St. Properties:  No report this month.  Discussion was held concerning houses with broken windows.  Will set up a time with Attorney Kelly to discuss.

First Reading Zoning Ordinance:  Motion by Fuher, second by Maunu, to approve the amendment to Chapter 5 - Zoning Ordinance, the nature, scope and purposes of the proposed changes are to change the applicability of the Uniform Building Code to instead be the State Building Code.  Roll call vote: Meidinger – Yes; Maunu – Yes; Belmore – Yes; Ulmer – Yes; Fuher – Yes; Reis – Absent.  Motion approved.

Gaming Permit - Fireside:  Tabled for more information.

Fire Hall Roof: No new information.

Ellendale Acres:  An abstract for Dollar General property has been ordered.

A verbal request from B. Diemert to allow a zoning variance from residential to commercial for the property at E1/2 of L 11, L 12, Block 25, First Addition, to construct storage units was denied.

Metcalf Archaeological Consultants, Inc, an archaeological historian submitted a quote to document the history of the water tower, a requirement of the USDA RD financing.  Motion by Fuher, second by Maunu, to approve the $4,315 quote from Metcalf Archaeological Consultants, Inc.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.  

Dickey County Senior Citizens have made a request to replace a portion of the sidewalk on the west side of the building occupied by their agency.  NDDOT has requested the City of Ellendale make a formal request as the owner of the property.  Motion by Fuher, second by Belmore, to approve the request by Dickey County Senior Citizens to remove the access/driveway on the west side of the building along Hwy 281 at their expense; and to contact NDDOT for a formal request.  All members present, aye.   Motion approved.  

Mowing rates for 2016 will remain $18 and $24 respectively for mowing and bagging the grass.

A discussion was held due to various residents’ concerns of the debris that has accumulated in yards in city limits.    A list of these properties will be gathered and Attorney Kelly will send letters.

Certificate of Survey:  The council felt no action was needed because the survey is located out of city limits (Parcel 1 & 2 within the SE ¼  12-129-63.)  Ordinance 1.0101 does address the jurisdiction of properties within the one-half mile of the city limits through extra-territorial boundary, for the purpose of enforcing health and quarantine ordinances and police regulations and ordinances adopted to promote the peace, order, safety and general welfare of the municipality.  (Source:  North Dakota Century Code Section 40-06-01)   

Council was reminded of the meeting with Doug Burgum on Tuesday, March 15th at 3:30 PM.  

Next regular meeting will be April 11th at 5:30 PM. 

Belmore motioned to adjourn meeting at 7:41 PM. 
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	County Treasurer
	  11,700.38 
	
	Stryker Sales
	   1,365.43 
	
	Char's Food Pride
	          23.85 

	
Bank of North Dakota
	    7,785.00 
	
	Penguin Mgmt.
	      387.00 
	
	Waste Mgmt.
	     1,305.05 

	Thorpe Excavating
	    1,237.32 
	
	Dickey Co. Leader
	      390.66 
	
	
Ellendale Chamber
	        875.00 

	JEBERLECO
	       550.00 
	
	
Workforce Safety
	   8,276.73 
	
	Extreme Graphix
	        700.00 

	RR Management
	       176.86 
	
	M.D.U.
	   3,131.10 
	
	One Fulfillment
	        159.54 

	VISA
	       894.40 
	
	Witte Custom
	 32,000.00 
	
	Starion
	          53.19 

	Todd Flynn
	     179.22 
	
	Eco Lab
	      150.88 
	
	"People"
	        221.54 

	"Reader's Digest"
	         15.00 
	
	Computer Express
	      220.99 
	
	James Eberle
	          36.00 

	Service Maid
	       290.00 
	
	
Government Academy
	        25.00 
	
	Access Printing
	        121.55 

	Matheson Tri-Gas
	         24.78 
	
	M.D. U.
	   4,194.00 
	
	Postmaster
	          98.00 

	Brad Knutson
	         14.00 
	
	City Council
	      346.30 
	
	City Employees
	   20,406.63 

	Mayor
	       277.05 
	
	Amb. Employees
	   8,909.76 
	
	
Thorpe Excavating
	     5,507.86 

	Postmaster
	       179.07 
	
	
I.R.S.-Payroll taxes
	   9,310.71 
	
	Kim Radermacher
	        800.00 

	
Crossroads Advisors
	    3,000.00 
	
	Ellendale Chamber
	      500.00 
	
	O.P.E.R.A. Inc.
	        600.00 

	ND PERS
	    4,500.77 
	
	
Crabtree Insurance
	 12,691.00 
	
	One Call Concepts
	            5.00 

	Oakes Ambulance
	       163.00 
	
	Computer Express
	      158.95 
	
	SE Water Users
	   13,000.00 

	City of Fargo
	         28.00 
	
	
Ellendale True Value
	      137.28 
	
	Verizon Wireless
	        320.03 

	The Library Store
	         45.11 
	
	A & B Business
	        68.30 
	
	Mahler's Variety
	          89.27 

	Flexible Pipe Tool
	       471.65 
	
	John Deere
	        21.70 
	
	Mertz Lumber
	          91.43 

	Farmers Union Oil Co
	       884.07 
	
	
Reflective Apparel
	      370.35 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




_____________________________                                __________________________________
Matt Thorpe,						     Candace Middlestead, 
Mayor							     City Auditor 

(Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)

