[bookmark: _GoBack]Regular Meeting
City Council
January 13, 2014
5:30 PM – City Hall
 
Mayor Flaherty called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM with Council members Maunu, Schilling, Belmore, Ulmer, and Reis present.
 
Absent Council members: Pahl
 
City Employees present were: City Foreman Flynn, City Attorney Radermacher and Police Chief Frannea.
 
Also present: R Johnson, representing Dickey County Leader; Eric Volk, Executive Director of ND Rural Water and Mickey Thorpe.  

Agenda changes:  Ellendale Public School slow signs; will discuss garbage rate increase with water rate increase.

Minutes: Motion by Reis, second by Schilling to approve the minutes of December 9th council meeting.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.
 
Operating statement: Motion by Schilling, second by Reis to approve operating statement as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Bills:  Motion by Schilling, second by Maunu to approve the bills as presented.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.
 
Delinquent accounts:  None

Raffle Permits: None

Eric Volk, Executive Director for ND Rural Water Association was present to explain the analysis of the water usage for the City of Ellendale.  The analysis covered an average of 5 years and will be used to calculate the best option to increase the water and sewer rates.  Council members Schilling and Reis will have a recommendation for the council at next meeting.  SE Water Users have implemented an increase which took effect January 1, 2014.  

  
Motor Vehicle Office – Ellendale Branch office will be closed January 24th for inventory and prepare for moving to 216 Main St (former Radermacher Law Firm building).  Motor Vehicle, Ellendale Chamber and Ellendale Job Development offices will be all moved and ready for business on January 27th.  


Police Chief Frannea reported on the police activity for the month of December.  

A discussion was held concerning parking restrictions during a Severe Weather Alert.  City hall notifies several major TV stations, DRN’s community channel 16, several radio stations, and puts it on the Ellendale website.  The City Crew usually starts working on the emergency snow routes after midnight (if snow has subsided).  Streets are started at 7:00AM; then avenue cleaning begins after streets are cleaned.  Timing to accomplish these tasks all depends on the severity of the storm, when the snow subsides and the amount of snow that is received.   If a resident has questions on parking restrictions, call the City phone # 701-349-3252.


The Mayor has had contact with ND DOT to install a LED enhanced stop sign on HWY 281 and Main St, due to many vehicles failure to stop.  ND DOT discouraged this solution, as it is felt no stop sign should be present at that intersection.  They felt a larger sign could be installed, supports that have red Retro-Reflective strips and remove parking with 20 feet each direction of the stop signs.  Council has decided to continue to research the cost and effectiveness of these signs.

City Council agreed to the Ellendale Public School’s request to place “SLOW DOWN” turtle signs on the 4 corners surrounding the school property.  The signs will be placed on the street in the morning before school and removed after school.  They will also be removed during snow removal times.

City Foreman Flynn gave a report to the Council on some of the December projects: 1st round to water meters have all been installed; snow removal and keeping streets sanded.

Flynn was informed recycle companies are not taking mixed paper anymore, since there are almost 1 ½ semi loads of mixed paper we are now sorting these boxes into 4 new categories: Newspaper print; Magazines; Office paper; and Phone Books.  The residents will be informed to help with this sorting method, and we are hopeful to get these boxes sold.  There is a possibility of recycling glass in the future.    Adam Monroe has been hired as the new City Worker and will start January 14, 2014.

Motion by Belmore, second by Schilling to approve building permits for: Bill Van Garven.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

No building inspector report.

Demolition of 71 Main St and a joint demolition of 82 and 86 Main St has not been advertised.  We were informed of a gentleman that is very interested in the demolition of old buildings at no cost, just for the materials he recoups.  He should be in Ellendale by the end of the month.  

No report on 104 2nd St S.

Masonic Lodge was tabled.

Motion by Schilling, second by Maunu to approve Starion Financial, Dakota Plains Credit Union and Great Plains National Bank as depositories for the City of Ellendale.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Motion by Reis, second by Belmore to amend the 2013 Budget as follows:  Equipment Replacement increased by $15,000; Tourism increased by $6,000; and Library increased by $3,000.  All members present, aye.  Motion approved.

Mayor Flaherty discussed a letter to the editor which he has written to clarify the election procedures.  He also encouraged the council members up for election to complete an election petition.  

Ulmer asked about the Dollar store, but no time table has been set for construction.

Next meeting will be February 10th at 5:30 PM

Mayor adjourned meeting at 7:34pm.

Approved Bills: 

	Postmaster/ M.V.
	        51.04 
	
	Sewage Pump Co.
	   3,337.29 
	
	Postmaster
	      191.00 

	
Ellendale Motor Veh
	        11.50 
	
	Postmaster
	         5.70 
	
	MDU
	   1,204.16 

	Don Flaherty
	        94.04 
	
	
Candy Middlestead
	       92.45 
	
	White Banner 
	      184.99 

	Davit Witt
	      550.00 
	
	Troy's Repair
	     100.00 
	
	Vance Jury
	      159.80 

	The Bakery
	        10.45 
	
	Oakes Signz
	     565.00 
	
	Matheson Tri-Gas
	        55.65 

	Information Tech.
	        50.00 
	
	Crabtree Insurance
	       95.00 
	
	Ellendale Chamber
	      135.00 

	
Unique Automotive
	   5,000.00 
	
	ND Sewage Pump
	     241.00 
	
	Postmaster
	      309.00 

	Amb Employees
	   6,807.69 
	
	Mayor
	     270.57 
	
	City Employees
	  20,994.80 

	Council
	      415.56 
	
	Thorpe Excavating
	   4,844.63 
	
	VISA
	   1,045.80 

	Applied Concepts
	      470.00 
	
	Troy's Repair
	     100.00 
	
	Oakes Ambulance
	        12.50 

	Black Mountain
	         3.25 
	
	A & B Business
	       86.03 
	
	RR Management
	      146.16 

	

Ferguson Water
	   

1,288.72 
	
	

MDU
	   

4,180.60 
	
	

Ellendale True Value
	      373.35 

	Software Innovations
	        25.00 
	
	Maryann Eaton
	       34.88 
	
	Verizon Wireless
	      311.36 

	Thorpe Excavating
	   2,040.29 
	
	ND Tourism
	     200.00 
	
	
Crossroads Advisors
	   2,850.00 

	
Diemert Prof. Bldg.
	      550.00 
	
	IRS - Payroll Taxes
	   8,807.14 
	
	Postmaster
	         5.60 

	ND PERS
	   3,666.26 
	
	
ND Tax Commission
	   1,016.16 
	
	Aaron Phoenix
	        32.00 

	Marco, Inc.
	      360.00 
	
	Dak. Broadcasting
	     269.32 
	
	SE Water Users
	  12,000.00 

	AmeriPride Service
	        30.95 
	
	Mertz Lumber
	       49.68 
	
	Radermacher Law
	      625.00 

	Mahler's Variety
	        77.54 
	
	AFLAC
	     111.00 
	
	Black Mountain
	   2,160.00 

	DRN
	      662.82 
	
	Char's Food Pride
	       84.98 
	
	Aaron Tschosik
	      487.50 

	Heart of America
	      115.00 
	
	BCBS
	   5,874.80 
	
	Matheson Tri-Gas
	        68.60 

	A & B Business
	        26.34 
	
	VISA
	       24.44 
	
	
ND Water Conference
	        65.00 

	Lana Schlecht
	      291.03 
	
	
Ellendale Country Club
	     703.20 
	
	Waste Management
	   2,575.87 

	Graham Tire
	   1,057.60 
	
	Thorpe Excavating
	   2,195.01 
	
	Farnam's Parts
	      268.64 

	Information Tech.
	      225.00 
	
	Farmers Union Oil
	   4,907.46 
	
	ND Rural Water
	      400.00 

	
Software Innovations
	   1,050.00 
	
	ND League of Cities
	   1,147.00 
	
	MFOA
	        30.00 

	Dickey Co. Leader
	      379.02 
	
	MDU
	   1,989.37 
	
	Halo Solutions
	      481.25 







____________________________________    __________________________________
Donald W Flaherty, Mayor				Candace Middlestead, City Auditor
 

(Minutes subject to corrections and approval at next regular meeting)

