
Beverly Barton is well recognized for her frightening tales of suspense.  In Don’t Cry, she delivers a solid mix of romance and terror.  When the bodies of kidnapped women are discovered with long-dead babies in their arms, J.D. Cass of the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation gets called in.  Also working on the case is therapist Audrey Sherrod, a counselor for families of the victims, with dark secrets in her own family’s past.  The two despise each other at first, but are slowly brought together when Audrey befriends J.D.’s rebellious teenage daughter, Zoe.  The romance is nicely paced, intertwined with the mystery and an ever-growing list of suspects.


Joyce Maynard, the best-selling author of Labor Day, has written a spellbinding novel about friendship, family secrets and the strange twists of fate that shape our lives.  The Good Daughters were born on the same day, in the same small New Hampshire hospital, into families that could hardly have been less alike.  Ruth is an artist and a romantic, while Dana is a scientist and realist.  Ruth was born into a caring gentle farming family, and Ruth was raised by a pair of capricious drifters who wasted their lives on failed dreams.  Different in nearly every way, Ruth and Dana share a need to make sense of who they are and to find their places in a world in which neither has ever truly felt she belonged.  They also share a love for Dana’s wild and beautiful older brother, Ray, who will leave an indelible mark on both their hearts. Told in alternating voices, The Good Daughters follow these girls as they make their way from the 1950’s to the present.

Many of you are familiar with the newspaper columns of Tony Bender.  He has recently written a novel entitled The Last Ghost Dancer.  It is the story of a remarkable summer in a remarkable west river town--a commentary on the depth and breadth of friendships forged.  The characters are one wise teacher and one perfect girl who together set the course of a lifetime.  The narrator of the novel is Bones, a wry, funny, ever-observant, thoughtful, and hapless young man.  He works as a grease monkey at the only gas station in Pale Butte, and his only claim to fame is dropping an Edsel off the hoist.  Some sixty years later, Bones reflects on miracles small and large and his spiritual discovery that marked the summer of 1977.


Little Bee by Chris Cleave was recommended as a good choice for book clubs.  

When Sarah and her husband, Andrew, are vacationing in Nigeria, they come across Little Bee and her sister on the beach.  Two years later, after Little Bee manages to make it to England, she calls on Sarah.  The novel has two narrators, both Little Bee and Sarah.  These women from such different worlds formed a bond and treated each other with dignity and respect.  The girl from Nigeria has endured and witnessed unthinkable and unspeakable evil in her native land, but she has found a way to live with hope and affirmation of life.   

