
I spent an enjoyable two days re-reading Frances Gray Patton’s Good Morning, Miss Dove, published in 1954.  Many of us remember a Miss Dove from our school days. This would be especially true for those who attended school before the decade of the 60's. Miss Dove is a composite of many grammar school teachers in the late 40's and early 50's. (Remember Miss Onsrud?)  Those were simpler times - times when school was a special place of learning and teachers were not the informal and too-familiar "friends" so many parents and children seem to expect today. Miss Dove's formal manner was a constant reminder that a schoolroom was not a playroom. She would brook no interruptions or insubordination, yet every child felt secure and accepted.  Then a sudden illness requires a life threatening surgery. As she prepares for her operation she reflects on her life and her former students who are now grown and serving her as her doctors, nurses, etc.  The story is well-written, depicting a dedicated teacher who truly cares about her children but is not sentimental about them. Instead, she instills values and behaviors that will serve them well all through their lives.

I’m excited to have discovered a new author, Laura Lippmann, and (female) detective hero--Tess Monaghan.  I unfortunately began with book 11 of the series and, after enjoying it, decided to begin at the beginning, which is entitled Baltimore Blues.  Unemployed at twenty-nine, Tess Monaghan is willing to take any freelance job to pay the rent, including a bit of unorthodox snooping for her rowing buddy, Darryl "Rock" Paxton. In a city where someone is murdered almost every day, attorney Michael Abramowitz's death should be just another statistic. But the slain lawyer's notoriety and his noontime trysts with Rock's fiancée make the case front page news and point to Rock as the likely murderer. But trying to prove her friend's innocence could prove costly to Tess.  I thought this book was the start of an engaging new series.


Critics say about author Brad Taylor’s first novel One Rough Man: “Vince Flynn and Brad Thor, move over.  One Rough Man introduces a pulse-pounding new international thriller series by a former Delta Force commander.” The Taskforce is as essential as it is illegal. Commissioned at the highest level of the U.S. government and protected from the prying eyes of Congress and the media, it is trained to exist on the ragged edge. Pike Logan was the most successful operator on the Taskforce, his instincts and talents unrivaled, until personal tragedy permanently altered his outlook on the world. Pike knows what the rest of the country might not want to admit: The real threat isn't from any nation, any government or terrorist group. The real threat is one or two men, controlled by ideology, operating independently, in possession of a powerful weapon. Buried in a stack of intercepted chatter is evidence of two such men. The transcripts are scheduled for analysis in three months. The attack is mere days away. It is their bad luck that they're about to cross paths with Pike Logan. And Pike Logan has nothing left to lose.

