
Donations!  Donations!  Many thanks to Tom and Sandy Ulmer for a generous gift of money to purchase new books.  Also a great donation was received from Marla Petersen and Lana Schlecht to be used for new books.  And how would we function without the continued support of the American Legion Club, who always comes to our aid with their own gifts of money?  This time their gift is earmarked for expanded shelving for the Christian fiction section.  More good news was received when Dickey Rural Network decided to pay for virus protection for our library computers.  (More specifics on that gift will appear in a later Book Nook.)  And a special thank you to the Ellendale City Council, who contributed money to take care of the shortfall in the annual library budget.  To all of you, our wholehearted thanks!  It’s people and organizations like you who make being your city librarian such a wonderful experience.

Raising Dragons by Bryan Davis is the first novel in the Dragons in Our Midst series.  A melding of fantasy with Christian overtones, this series is catching on fast with both younger readers and adults.  Billy is known at school as Dragon-Breath because his breath is hot as fire.  Then he finally discovers the secret; his father was once a dragon.  That’s a piece of news a guy doesn’t deal with every day.  Billy naturally feels betrayed and lost until he meets Bonnie, born with dragon wings.  One reader says:  “The author’s use of fantasy makes you want to read on.  I read this book in three days.  It also shows how faith and trust are important.  As a teenager, I would say nine times out of ten a kid would rather read this than play a video game.”  Parents, take note!

The incomparable Stephen King has just released his latest book--Full Dark, No Stars, a new collection of four never-before-published stories.  It was recommended to me by my sister, an avid reader.  Reviewers say:  “Stephen King has always been a master of horror.  I started listening to Full Dark, No Stars one night and I couldn’t stop.  I ended up listening to six CD’s before I finally decided to stop and get a couple hours of sleep.  The next morning, my first thought was, I have to finish this!  The plots were fantastically scary and the characters were addictive.  Why are you wasting time reading this review when you could be reading the book instead?”

Two new easy books were recommended to me by Larry Gunther.  As soon as I saw them I fell in love with them, too.  The titles are Llama, Llama, Mad at Mama and Llama, Llama, Red Pajama, by Anna Dewdney.  Your child will love the pictures of an adorable baby llama and his understanding mother.  In the first picture book, a little llama goes on a shopping trip with his mother and things don’t turn out so well.  In the second, the llama finds bedtime a scary experience until Mama Llama comes to the rescue.         

