
I really enjoyed the thriller The 13th Hour by Richard Doetsch.  It’s a surprising and utterly original story--told in reverse!  The first, or should I say the last, chapter tells of a man confronting the brutally slain body of his beloved wife and being dragged off to police headquarters to answer for her death.  While there, a stranger enters his cell and gives him the power to go back in time to try to save her.  But he can only go back one hour at a time.  He is instantly propelled back in time to the 12th hour just prior to his wife’s death.  However, he doesn’t have enough information to save her life.  After living through this hour unsuccessfully, he has the chance to go back to the 11th hour, and so on.  Each time he gains new insights, but each time he fails to save her.  Finally he is down to the 1st hour and his last chance.  I couldn’t put this book down.

The newest book from Amish specialist Wanda Brunstetter is Lydia’s Charm.  Lydia King is a young widow with a four-year-old son who moves to the town of Charm, Ohio, to join her mother and her ailing grandfather.  Lydia catches the eye of Menno Troyer, a widower with four undisciplined sons plainly in need of a new mother, and also Levi Stutzman, a man who comes from a family of little people or dwarves.  Levi is fearful that any children he might have would also be dwarf, but Lydia looks mighty good to him.  

The Winter Rose by Jennifer Donnelly is highly recommended by Lorna Sand.  Twelve years ago a murderous figure stalked the alleys and courts of Whitechapel, London.  Now in the summer of 1900, an idealistic young woman named India Selwyn-Jones, takes on the crusade of shutting down the area’s opium dens that destroy both body and soul.  Her selfless activities better her patients’ lives and bring her immense gratification, but unfortunately, they also bring her into direct conflict with East London’s ruling crime lord, Sid Malone.  India is not good for business and at first, Malone wants her out.  But against all odds, India and Sid fall in love.  Their love is impossible but they cling to it desperately.  Donnelly in this novel proves that her first fast, fat, and fun historical romance The Tea Rose was no fluke.  She’s a master of pacing and plot, with enough high points scattered throughout to keep your pulse racing.

Donated by Doug Hvistendahl and recommended by me is How Evil Works, by David Kupelian.  Very well written, it explains what is happening in the world today and how to understand the evil we see all around us.  The author is an award-winning journalist and is the editor of online news giant WorldNetDaily.  He has also written The Marketing of Evil”.        

