Awakened, the eighth novel in the popular “House of Night” series, was recently donated to the library.  The author, P.C. Cast, is an award-winning fantasy and paranormal romance author as well as an experienced speaker and teacher.  Her novels have been awarded the prestigious Oklahoma Book Award, YALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers, Prism, Daphne du Maurier, and Affaire de Coeur, as well as others.  She co-authors with her daughter, Kristin Cast, who has also won awards for her poetry and journalism. In this pulse-pounding latest book in the series, how far will the bonds of friendship stretch and how strong are the ties that bind Zoey’s heart?  One would definitely want to read these books in order.
Another much appreciated donation is Rick Riordan’s newest book The Lost Hero.  Readers longing for a return to Camp Half-Blood will get their wish in the first novel of the “Heroes of Olympus” series, which follows Riordan’s popular “Percy Jackson and the Olympians” series and includes some of the same characters in minor roles. The new cast features Jason, Piper, and Leo, teen demigods who are just coming to understand and use their unique abilities as they learn how much depends upon their wits, courage, and fast-developing friendship.  The action scenes come frequently as the three heroic teens fight monstrous enemies in North American locales, including the Grand Canyon, Quebec City, Detroit, Chicago, Omaha, Pikes Peak, and Sonoma Valley. Flashes of humor lighten the mood at times.  This new series has appealing characters within a familiar framework and will satisfy the demand for more from this author.
One of our new Christian fiction novels is Amish Midwife by Mindy Stearns Clark and Leslie Gould.  A dusty carved box containing two locks of hair and a century-old letter regarding property in Switzerland, and a burning desire to learn about her biological family lead nurse-midwife Lexie Jaeger from her home in Oregon to the heart of Pennsylvania Amish country. There she meets Marta Bayer, a mysterious lay-midwife who desperately needs help after an Amish client and her baby die. Lexie steps in to assume Marta’s patient load even as she continues the search for her birth family, and from her patients she learns the true meaning of the Pennsylvania Dutch word demut, which means “to let be” as she changes from a woman who wants to control everything to a woman who depends on God.
In Rooms by James L. Rubart, the author has created a suspenseful tale in the vein of Ted Dekker's House, in which inexplicable happenings take over and direct a character's life. Twenty-five-year-old Micah Taylor receives a mysterious letter from a great-uncle he never knew informing him of a home built for him by said uncle. His interest piqued, Micah, a wealthy software company owner, takes off for the Oregon coast to visit his newly acquired 9,000-square-foot house. What he finds is a shape-shifting, mind-boggling revisiting of his past that jeopardizes his future. With only a handful of letters as his guide, Micah tries to summon up the courage to face old wounds that somehow are connected to various rooms in the house itself. As soon as Taylor opens one door, in floods a sea of memories that he must choose to face or run from. The book moves along and the plot is compelling.
