
Best-selling author Amy Clipston compellingly unfolds the tensions, loves, and faith of the inhabitants of an Amish community and the family bakery that serves as an anchor point for the series in A Promise of Hope.  When Sarah Troyer tragically loses her husband Peter, she is left to raise infant twins alone.  Overwhelmed and grieving, she lives with her parents in the Amish community of Bird-in-Hand, Pennsylvania.  Sarah is taken completely by surprise when a stranger arrives, claiming connections to Peter’s past.  Peter had told her he was an orphan with no family.  Now she learns her husband hid a secret life, one with ramifications that will change her own.

Fragile by Lisa Unger is a great choice for mystery and suspense fans.  Twenty years ago, the murder of a young girl shook a small town in New York.  Her classmates, now adults with children the age of the victim, are chilled when another girl, Charlene, disappears.  The incident revives old fears, as some of the town’s residents never believed the right man was convicted of the crime.  The murderer must be someone they know, as both disappearances took place without anyone ever reporting having seen a stranger.  Psychologist Maggie Cooper and her police detective husband, Jones, work to discover the truth, as their wayward teenage son, Ricky, having dated Charlene, is now a suspect.  The compelling and true-to-life characters add to the effectiveness of the tale.


Another book by the same author is Black Out.  Annie Powers leads the perfect life in Florida with her husband, Gray, and their four-year-old daughter in this stellar character-driven novel.  Less than a decade earlier, however, Annie was Ophelia March, the teenage captive (or accomplice) of spree killer Marlowe Geary.  Gray, a partner in his father’s private security consultant firm, tracked Marlowe and rescued Ophelia after sending the killer’s car over a cliff.  Reinventing herself with Gray’s help, Annie can’t remember all that happened during her years with Marlowe, and she’s prone to panic attacks and blackouts.  When a strange man appears on her property, Annie is sure Marlowe is back.  As a shady police detective digs into her past, Annie must try to recover the memories she buried if she’s ever going to be free.


The Sea of Trolls by Nancy Farmer is the introductory book in her Sea of Trolls Trilogy for readers aged 12 and up.  The year is 793 AD.  Jack is eleven when the berserkers loom out of the fog and nab him.  In the next months, Jack and his little sister, Lucy, are enslaved by Olaf One-Brow and his fierce young shipmate, Thorgill.  They are swept up into an adventure-quest that follows in the spirit of The Lord of the Rings.  Other threats include a willful mother Dragon, a giant spider, and a troll-boar with a surprising personality.  Farmer has never told a richer, funnier tale.  Reader comments include:  “an outstanding book full of adventure and tense moments...I would definitely recommend this book to a friend.”  Another one of our great new Libri grant additions.  Be sure you check this collection out.
