Without  Mercy by Lisa Jackson is another recent donation.  The murder of Jules’ father creates a bond with her younger half-sister, Shaylee in this bestseller. That bond is tested years later when 17-year-old Shaylee is shipped off to Blue Rock Academy, an Oregon school for at-risk teens. Run by iron-fisted Rev. Tobias Lynch, Blue Rock recently had a student, Lauren Conway, go missing and a female teacher dismissed for inappropriate behavior with a student. When Jules takes a teaching position at Blue Rock to rescue Shay, she discovers Cooper Trent, her ex-boyfriend, working there as an undercover PI looking into Lauren's disappearance. The scary “suicide” strangulation of Shay's roommate and the murder of her teaching assistant boyfriend throw the school into further uproar. Meanwhile, the “Leader,” the head of a secret cult at Blue Rock, plots more mayhem. This cool thriller builds to a surprising cliffhanger ending.
David Baldacci's sequel to The Whole Truth is Deliver Us From Evil.  It introduces Evan Waller, outwardly a respectable Canadian businessman but secretly a human trafficker who sells children into prostitution.  He has expanded into arranging nuclear weapons deals with Islamic fundamentalists. Shaw, the leader of The Whole Truth, sets out to stop Evan, as does Regina “Reggie” Campion, a British femme fatale, who works for a clandestine group that tracks down and executes war criminals. 
Author Louis Owens, who teaches English at the University of New Mexico, takes a second turn at fiction in Bone Game, a tense blend of fantasy and mystery centering on American Indian lore and a sequel to his first novel The Sharpest Sight. Relying on his own Choctaw heritage, the author tells the story of Cole McCurtain, whose life is coming apart at the seams. Cole no longer enjoys teaching American Indian Studies at UC-Santa Cruz. He drinks a lot, eats little and sorely misses his daughter, who's living with his divorced wife (to whom he owes substantial alimony). To top it off, he can't sleep because his dreams are haunted by images of a mysterious, malevolent Indian gambler. Matters turn dramatically worse when someone starts murdering female students. Are the killings somehow related to Cole's nightmares? To his dismay, it appears that it is his destiny to face the gambler and to solve the slayings.
When she ran away from her privileged but very public life, Grace Denison was seeking peace and seclusion. What she found was frontier danger and much, much more in the first book in Stephen Bly's newest Crossway series, The Senator’s Other Daughter.  To quote one reader:  “This book is a good, easy read and a sure love for all ages. The only downfall is that it leaves you wanting more of this very story.”




