I recently received a recommendation from my sister and my niece concerning the book Between Here and April by Deborah Copaken Kogan. After checking out the reviews, I decided to buy it for the library. When a deep-rooted memory suddenly surfaces, Elizabeth Burns becomes obsessed with the long-ago disappearance of her childhood friend April Cassidy. Driven to investigate, Elizabeth discovers a thirty-five-year-old newspaper article revealing the details that had been hidden from her as a child—shocking revelations about April’s mother, Adele. Adele, Elizabeth discovers, had gassed herself and two daughters to death in the family car one night in 1972. Thirty years later, Elizabeth tracks down Adele's shell-shocked former husband, her women's studies professor sister, and the transcripts of conversations between Adele and her therapist, which naturally make the reader privy to the long-dead woman's deepest thoughts. Elizabeth, meanwhile, becomes alarmed at the emotional parallels between her own ambivalence about marriage and motherhood and those of a suicidal murderess.
Danielle Steel’s newest book is 44 Charles Street. The plumbing leaks; the furniture was rescued from garage sales. And every inch was being restored to its original splendor—even as a relationship fell apart. Owner of a struggling art gallery and newly separated from her boyfriend, Francesca Thayer does the math and then the unimaginable. She puts out an advertisement for boarders, and soon her Greenwich Village house becomes a whole new world. First comes Eileen, a pretty L.A. transplant, now a New York City schoolteacher. Then there’s Chris, a young father struggling for custody of his seven-year-old son. The final tenant is Marya, a celebrated cookbook author hoping to heal after the death of her husband. Over the course of one amazing, year, the house at 44 Charles Street fills with laughter, heartbreak, and hope.
In The Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred Kropp by Richard Yancey, Alfred was just trying to survive high school. Then his guardian uncle gets him roped into a suspicious get-rich-quick scheme that changes his life forever--stealing Excalibur--the legendary sword of King Arthur. But after Alfred unwittingly delivers the sword into the hands of a man with enormously evil intentions, he sets off on an unlikely quest to try to right his wrong and save the world from imminent destruction. This gripping, fast-paced, hilarious novel is both a thrilling adventure story and an engaging account of one boy's coming of age. Not just for young adults.
Did I already talk about The Highly Effective Detective, Richard Yancey’s spectacular and suspenseful novel? Well, if so, it warrants another mention. The book features a lovable but bumbling P.I., whose first case begins with the hit-and-run killing of a gaggle of geese. We also have the second book in the series, entitled The Highly Effective Detective Goes to the Dogs. You’ll love Teddy Ruzak, the main character.
