Livestock Corridor effort receives funding

The North Dakota Agricultural Products Utilization Commission (APUC) has awarded a $7,590 grant to the Hwy. 281 Livestock Development Corridor for the allied marketing effort to promote increased livestock production in the region. The economic developers from Ellendale, Carrington and Jamestown have united in the effort to showcase the Hwy. 281 Corridor as a premier livestock location due to our abundant crops, water and electricity as well as livestock-friendly zoning and communities.

The three towns’ representatives are Patricia Bowen, Ellendale economic development director; Nikki Mertz, Carrington economic development director; and Patrick Nygaard, business development specialist from the Jamestown-Stutsman Development Corp. 

The three developers are members of the Hwy. 281 Ag/Energy Roundtable that meets monthly in Jamestown. The group’s aim is to support expansion and development of agricultural and energy projects along the corridor.

The funding will be used to develop and support a Web site that can be updated to provide current information about the three communities and available livestock locations. In addition, each of the three communities’ job development authorities has committed $1,000 toward production of a brochure that will include information about each community, available crops and byproducts, climate, state and local incentives for livestock and quality of life enticements to bring livestock operations to the area.

The brochures will be distributed nationwide in conjunction with North Dakota promotional efforts including those of the ND Dairy Coalition.

Ellendale Economic Development Director Bowen said, “The news that we received the APUC grant has already attracted phone calls from out-of-state livestock operations looking to expand to our area. We have received multiple visits from families who are interested in Ellendale.”

For more information about livestock expansion or relocation to the Ellendale area, please contact Patricia Bowen, 349-2916 or ellenjda@drtel.net.

The Ellendale Economic Development office, 121 Main Street, offers assistance with business expansion and startup, financing, hiring, training and research.

