Author Jeff Kinney is an online game developer and designer and he is also the author of the New York Times bestselling Diary of a Wimpy Kid series.  Kids are going crazy over these books (five so far).  The Ellendale Library has just purchased the fifth in the series, The Ugly Truth.  In this latest tale, Kinney spins universal details of middle-school life into golden comedy.  Greg Heffley, the wimpy kid, negotiates a sour patch with his longtime best friend Rowley, his mother decides to go back to school, and puberty is imminent.  Greg is facing the reality that “you can’t stay a kid forever”.

        The Towers of Midnight by Robert Jordan is also the latest in a series, The Wheel of Time.  This series of 13 books is nearing the end and Perrin Aybara is now hunted by specters from his past.  To prevail, he must seek answers and find a way to master the wolf within him or lose himself to it forever.  To faithful readers, many of the character plot lines are fulfilled here and the progress to the Last Battle is substantial.

        Caught by Harlan Coben is somewhat of a departure from his previous books featuring Myron Bolitar.  Seventeen-year-old Haley McWaid is a good girl, the pride of her suburban New Jersey family, captain of the lacrosse team, and headed off to college next year.  Then Haley disappears and three months pass without word from her.  Wendy Tynes is a reporter on a mission, to identify and bring down sexual predators via elaborate sting operations.  Wendy and her team have publicly shamed dozens of men by the time she encounters her latest target.  Dan Mercer is a social worker known as a friend to troubled teens, but Wendy is convinced that he is also a sexual predator responsible for Haley’s disappearance.  Coben gives his readers lots to think about when judging rights and worngs.

        In Making Rounds With Oscar, David Dosa, a pediatrician with a strong aversion to cats, tells the endearing story of Oscar the cat, the aloof resident at a nursing home who only spends time with people who are about to die.  Despite hearing numerous stories about Oscar’s uncanny ability to predict when a patient’s time is nearing, Dosa, ever the scientist, remains skeptical.  Slowly, he starts to concede that there may be something special about Oscar.  Dosa begins to pay more attention to the cat’s decidedly odd behavior, noticing that Oscar seeks out the dying, snuggles with the patient and family members until the patient passes, and refuses to leave a dying patient’s bed.  Dosa discovers how powerfully Oscar’s mere presence reassures frightened or grieving people.  Ultimately, the good doctor realizes that it doesn’t matter where Oscar’s gift comes from; it’s the comfort he brings that’s important.
