We’d like to thank Bruce and Lynette Durheim for their donation to the library in memory of long-time patron and voracious reader Verna Brown.  Verna will be much missed by the library staff.  The books featured in this week’s Book Nook were purchased in large print, as that is the format Verna needed in later years.  Welcome to Harmony by Jodi Thomas introduces sixteen-year-old runaway Reagan, who has always wanted a place to belong. She's never had a real home of her own, but perhaps she could borrow someone else's. Under an assumed name and identity, she moves to Harmony, Texas, but keeps her distance from the welcoming townsfolk until prairie fires threaten Harmony-and Reagan learns the true meaning of family, friends, and home.  Thomas writes in a style reminiscent of Debbie Macomber’s Cedar Grove series.  
The “Love Finds You” series has been a popular one for our patrons.  Love Finds You in North Pole, Alaska; Love Finds You in Lonesome Prairie, Montana; and Love Finds You in Valentine, Nebraska are three other books purchased in memory of Verna.
In High Plains Tango by Robert James Waller, master carpenter Carlisle McMillan is disgusted by the big-city developmental mind-set of forsaking quality for quantity to turn a quick buck.  He becomes restless, traveling throughout America and settling at last in the small town of Salamander, SD, home to sacred Indian burial grounds and the striking and mysterious Susanna Benteen. Drawing on the caring craftsmanship instilled in him by his surrogate father, Cody Marx, McMillan transforms a ramshackle house into a home only to find himself fending off government plans to build a highway through his property.
And lastly, in The Language of Secrets by Dianne Dixon, Justin Fisher has a successful career as the manager of a luxury hotel, a lovely wife, and a charming young son. While all signs point to a bright future, Justin can no longer ignore the hole in his life left by his estranged family. When he finally gathers the courage to reconnect with his troubled past, Justin is devastated to learn that his parents have passed away. And a visit to the cemetery brings the greatest shock of all--next to the graves of his father and mother sits a smaller tombstone for a three-year-old boy: a boy named Thomas Justin Fisher.  What follows is an extraordinary journey as Justin struggles with issues of his own identity and pieces together the complex and heartbreaking truth about his family.  From a fresh and exciting new voice in fiction, The Language of Secrets unflinchingly examines the lifelong repercussions of a father's betrayal.
Again our thanks to the Durheims for their gift as we bid farewell to Verna Brown.
  
