Our thanks to Lonnie Wagner for her donation of Malika Oufkir’s second book, Freedom: The Story of My Second Life.  Her first book, Stolen Lives, was an intensely moving account of her twenty years imprisoned in a desert jail in Morocco and was a surprise international best seller and the second non-fiction title ever selected for Oprah's Book Club.  Now Malika reflects on the life she lived before and during incarceration and how dramatically the world had changed when she emerged. Malika Oufkir was born into extreme privilege as the daughter of the king of Morocco's closest aide, and she grew up in the palace as companion to the Moroccan princess. But in 1972, her life of luxury came to a crashing halt.  Her father was executed for attempting to assassinate the king, and she and her family were locked away for two decades. After a remarkable escape, Malika and her family returned to the world they'd left behind, only to find it transformed.  Living free for the first time as an adult, Malika writes candidly about adjusting to the world we take for granted, from negotiating ATMs to the excesses of shopping malls, to falling in love and sex. In Stolen Lives, Malika mourned the children she was not having as she wasted away in prison. When she is finally free, motherhood becomes crucial to Malika's ability to fully live her life: she adopts first her niece, then a baby boy from Morocco. Full of insight and piercing observations, as well as humor, Freedom is as masterful and thought-provoking as the original.
In The Girl in the Green Raincoat by Laura Lippman, Baltimore Private investigator Tess Monaghan is In the third trimester of her pregnancy and under doctor's orders to remain immobile. Bored and restless, reduced to watching the world go by outside her window, she takes small comfort in the mundane events she observes, like the young woman in a green raincoat who walks her dog at the same time every day. Then one day the dog is running free and its owner is nowhere to be seen. Certain that something is terribly wrong, Tess is determined to get to the bottom of the dog walker's abrupt disappearance, even if she must do so from her own bedroom. Tess also takes in the missing woman's abandoned Italian greyhound from hell, a miniature canine whose anti-housebreaking vendetta offers comic relief.  This book is reminiscent of the Hitchcock classic thriller Rear Window. 
In The Secrets Beneath by Kathleen Fuller, Rebekah Yoder loves a good mystery--that is, until she becomes a part of one. Rebekah has always been curious, or nosy depending on whom you ask. When a Yankee stranger moves into the house next door, she's fascinated. Who is this strange old man who never waves or smiles? When Bekah sees him digging holes in his back yard, she's sure there is a case to be solved.  This young adult novel entertains while it teaches readers the danger of gossip. 



