
Readers are excited about a new Christian fiction author, Martha Rogers.  The second book in her series, Winds Across the Prairies, is Morning for Dove.  It explores the question: Can love overcome intolerance in the Oklahoma Territory?  When Luke Anderson falls in love with Dove Morris, he is aware of her Native American heritage.  What he is not prepared for is the prejudice suddenly exhibited by his mother against her.  Torn between the people he loves most, Luke struggles with his feelings until a wildfire on the prairie threatens Morris ranch.  The book provides a glimpse into everyday life at a time when Oklahoma was drawing homesteaders to its territory in the days before statehood, and it is filled with faith, romance, history, and suspense.

In A Hopeful Heart by Kim Vogel Sawyer, Tressa Neill, dowryless and desperate, applies to the inaugural class of Wyatt Herdsman School in Barnett, Kansas, in 1888.  The school’s one-of-a-kind program teaches young women from the East the skills needed to become a rancher--or the wife of one.  Shy and small for her twenty-two years, Tressa is convinced she’ll never have what it takes to survive Hattie Wyatt’s hands-on instruction in skills such as milking a cow, branding a calf, riding a horse, and cooking up a mess of grub for hungry ranch hands.  Abel Samms wants nothing to do with the group of potential brides his neighbor brought to town.  He was smitten with an eastern girl once, and he got his heart broken.  But there’s something about quiet Tressa and her bumbling ways that makes him take notice.  When Tressa’s life is endangered, will Abel risk his own life, and his heart, to help this eastern girl? 

I have just finished Sworn to Silence by Linda Castillo and have immediately begun the second in the series, Pray for Silence.  In my opinion, Castillo writes an engrossing suspense story, dealing with the female police chief of Painters Mill.  Kate Burkholder was born and brought up in an Amish community and though she deeply respects them still, chose to leave the faith and attain a degree in law enforcement.  In the second book, Kate is confronted with the horrific murder of an entire Amish family.  Castillo builds a fascinating story that delves into a little known universe and populates it with authentic situations and characters.  I think you’ll enjoy discovering this new author.


John Grisham’s latest novel is The Confession.  Not being a John Grisham fan in general, I decided to try this book and try to generate interest in this author.  All I can say is, I must have picked the wrong book.  As another reader remarks:  “It is an obvious rant against the death penalty and the criminal justice system in Texas, disguised as a fiction thriller.”  However another reader says:  “If you’re looking for a book that generates a variety of emotions, this is it.  No doubt this story is influenced by Grisham’s personal views, but the strong characters and page turning race against time is engrossing.”  To put the plot in a nutshell, an innocent man is about to be executed, and only the guilty man can save him.            

